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Si Thep Historical Park Phetchabun Province Thailand
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Si Thep Historic Town

The ancient town of Si Thep is located in Phetchabun
Province in the Pa Sak River Basin. It is about 240
kilometers north of Bangkok along Highway 21.

The town consists two connected parts, the total
area is about 4.7 square kilometers. The inner town is
surrounded by walls and moats which form almost
concentric circles which give the inner town a diameter
of about 1.5 kilometers. Ponds are found through out the
rolling plain of the town. The outer town is in the shape
of rectangle with rounded corners. Walls and moats
surround the outer town which contains the ruins of

monuments, most of which have been damaged by looting.
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Archaeological Excavation Site

This mound was excavated in 1988 to a depth of 4
meters. Five skeletons were found in the last stratum, one
of which is complete. This complete female skeleton was
found lying on her back with her head turned toward the
north. She is wearing a carnelian necklace around her neck
and a bronze bangle around her left elbow and her left
hand holds an iron tool. A number of earthen beads were
found scattered in the vicinity. The evidence unearthed
suggests that this area was already occupied by a number
of people prior to the rise of SI THEP as a complex
community. Next to this pit in the upper habitation stratum,
an elephant skeleton was found lying on its left side with

its head also turned toward the north.
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Khao Klang Nai Monument

This laterite monument is
rectangular in shape and faces east.
It is about 28.40 meters wide, 44.30
meters long, 12.00 meters high and
was covered with mortar which was
then decorated with stucco motifs.
There might have been another
structure built on top of it, but said structure has effectively

crumbled and disappeared.

The styles of architecture and decoration suggest that
Khao Khlang Nai Monument was constructed under the
influence of Dvaravati Buddhism. This monument revealed
fine stucco motifs which are similar to those found at
Khu Buo ancient town in Ratchaburi , Wat Nakhon Kosa

in Lopburi, and the ancient town of Nakhorn Pathom.
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Prang Si Thep Monument

This monument is square in shape and was built of

brick with a laterite base. Its lotus-shaped top, carved ( '




from sandstone, has fallen off. The Khmers’' association
with Hinduism is reflected in the stylistic decoration of
two lintels found here which also indicates that the
monument was constructed around the 11th — 12th centuries

A.D. (during the late Bapuan to early Angkor Wat period).
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Prang Song Phi Nong Monument

This monument consists of two brick Prangs, a main
and a small Prang situated next to each other on the
same base. At the entrance of the main Prang is a stone
slab indicating that material from another monument was
later used in the construction of this one. The small Prang
has almost entirely disintegrated. Lintel decoration found
here reflects the influence of Khmer art during the 11th

- 12th centuries A.D.
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Khao Klang Nok Monument

Khao Klang Nok is situated on Ban Sra Prue,
approximately 2 kilometers further north of Si Thep ancient
town . At present, it is a large laterite base, measuring
about 64 meters in width and length , and 20 meters

in height, on the laterite base is a brick stupa. In the

middle of the structure is a looter’ s pit. The style of
architecture and decoration suggest that Khao Klang Nok
Monument was constructed under the influence of Dvaravati
Buddhism. This monument was constructed around the

8th - 9th century A.D.
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Prang Ruesi Monument

Prang Ruesi is a Khmer tower located at Wat Pa
Sra Khwae temple, approximately 2 kilometers from Si
Thep town to the north. This group of monuments consisted
of a main Khmer tower (Prang Ruesi), a minor tower

(which has been completely destroyed) and other buildings.

The main tower, is a typical product of Khmer architecture,
built with bricks and laterite. It may have been constructed
in the same period as Prang Si Thep and Prang Song Phi
Nong. This sanctuary has, however, been subject to
modifications on occasions throughout its history. According
to archaeological evidence, this monument was constructed

around the 11th century A.D.
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Tamorat Cave

Tamorat Cave is to be found near the summit of a
large mountain situated on the west of Si Thep town.
A cave in the mountain contains a number of Mahayana
Buddhist stone carvings, including Buddha images,
Bodhisattva, stupa, and Dharmachakra. Most of these
statues are characteristic of Dvaravati art style of the
9th century A.D. Heads of the Buddha images were once

looted, but they have been returned and are now housed

at the National Museum in Bangkok.
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Si Thep Historical Park

Phetchabun Province, Thailand
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