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The Masterpiece in the National Museum :
Two Chinese Carved Stones depicting
“Shrine of a Hundred Precepts of Toleration.”

The two Chinese carved stone slabs situated to the north and south of the
Buddhaisawan hall, depict the story from the Tang Dynasty about the emperor Tang
Kao Chong, who paid a visit to the large community of Chang Kong Ii, consisting of
over 900 inhabitants who lived in peace and harmony. Chang Kong li informed the
emperor that such a large community living together in harmony was possible due
much to the toleration of one another according to the hundred precepts. The emperor
was satisfied, donating thereby a piece of label on which were inscribed three
characters, meaning “Shrine of a hundred precepts of toleration.” Chang Kong i,
therefore installed this label at the shrine dedicated to the ancestors of the Chang

family.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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