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Artifacts Received from the United States of America
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At the Issara Winitchai Throne Hall, National Museum, Bangkok
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Artifacts Received from the United States of America

The Kingdom of Thailand and the United States of America established
formal diplomatic relations during the early Rattanakosin period. The two
countries have been collaborating for more than 180 years in order to
safeguard their respective culture heritage. During the past five decades,
numerous artifacts have been returned to Thailand from the United States
of America by both government and private sector institutions.

Organized by the Office of National Museums (the Fine Arts
Department, the Ministry of Culture), the exhibition entitled ‘Artifacts
Received from the United States of America’ presents more than 200
outstanding prehistoric artifacts in order to reveal the traditions, beliefs,
daily life and technology of prehistoric humans. Evidence of cultural
exchange between communities of prehistoric humans is also featured in
the exhibition.

The exhibition will be displayed in the Issara Winitchai Throne Hall
in the National Museum, Bangkok. The exhibition contents are categorized
into the topics below :
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1. Thai Heritage Repatriated to Thailand
from the United States of America

In 2014, the United States Attorney’s Office for the Central
District of California (the USAQ) ordered the return to Thailand of 554
Thai artifacts, which were formerly kept at Bowers Museum,
Santa Ana, California. The artifacts included pottery (222), bronze
ornaments (197), bronze tools (79), beads made of various materials
(35), stone tools (11) and sandstone molds (10).

A joint ceremony was held by the Ministry of Culture
(in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) and the Embassy
of the United States of America at the National Museum Bangkok
on the 19t November, 2014 to mark the formal return of these
artifacts.
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2. Learn a lot from unknowns

More than half of the returned artifacts have no records of their
origins. Nevertheless, their features still provide valuable insights into
the daily life, traditions, funeral rites and technology of prehistoric
humans.

200 artifacts have been classified into four groups, which are :
(1) hunting and farming tools, (2) costumes and ornaments, (3) tools
used for funeral rites, and (4) unknown artifacts which require further
study.
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3. Cultural Heritage and Knowledge Management

The Office of National Museums (the Fine Arts Department) is the
government agency chiefly responsible for preserving cultural artifacts which
are considered to be precious sources of national wisdom.

New knowledge gained from original research studies on artifacts is
combined with academic theories on collection management and museology
to produce informative exhibitions and publications for the general public.

Some artifacts will be exhibited at the Ban Chiang National Museum
and other museums that have similar collections. Artifacts not used in the
exhibition will be sent to the National Museum storage facility, which is
located in Klong Ha, Klong Luang district, Pathum Thani province. These artifacts
will be carefully restored using carefully selected conversation techniques
before more research on the items is undertaken.

It is hoped that the work of the Office of National Museums will raise
awareness of the need to conserve the country’s cultural heritage and instill

a sense of national pride among Thai citizens.



v9us13n dvovsedimyiiiney (Juvangiv
aayilinsvndnisonveslvansusgnnou
Uszifmans lidoeni) emooo TUIMG2

Bronze axe with a piece of cloth attached to
its surface. This is evidence that weaving was
already commonplace during the prehistoric
period (i.e. more than 3,000 years ago).
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Earthenware seals; probably used for creating patterns on fabric
or used as a stamp for checking goods or as a stamp for processing
travelers crossing borders.
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Ornaments of various designs made from colored-glass.
Glass ornaments were first produced approximately
2,500 years ago, which is the same period when iron
tools were invented.
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Earthenware pottery with basket patterns,
similar to artifacts found at Ban Phu Noi,
Lopburi Province, dated circa 2,700-3,500 BP.
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Earthenware pottery with 3 handles, similar to earthenware
found in the area around the Lopburi-Pasak Rivers in
Sa Bot, Lopburi province, dated circa 2,700-3,500 BP.
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Painted earthenware pottery, typical
of late Ban Chiang culture, dated circa
1,800-2,300 BP.
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The exhibition will be open to the general public from 4 February to 1% March, 2015
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