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This 3" issue of Silpakorn Journal, May - June 2016, concurs with a special occasion of
70 years of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s reign on June 9, 2016, The editorial team is
thus honored to publish articles to celebrate this auspicdious occasion, such as those ones on
royal activities concerning museum wark, on 70 years of Thai museurns under royal virtue, and
other papers that highlight tangible roles of the FAD in the preservation and developrnent of
national culture and art as sources of learning for Thai and owversea visitors, including the
Re - creation of the Mother - of - pearl Inlay Door Panels of the Temple of the Emerald Buddha
In addition, regular columns including “Old Pictures Mirror the Past”, “Masterpieces
of the Fine Arts Departrment,” “An Anecdote from Histary”, “Artists of the Fine Arts Department”,

are present in this issue.

The editor team hopes that readers and members will gain better knowledge and
enjoy reading all the articles. We also would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your

continued and future support. As always, any suggestions and comments are welcome.

Issue Editarial Team
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70 Years of Thai Museums under Royal Virtue

%

“Museum” is an institute, organization, or agency established to collect, protect, study,
and analyze evidence on humans and “materials” regarding art, culture, science, or particular
issues. The materials are conserved and put on display for public visitation in order for them to
learn and help develop society.

There are numerous museums in Thailand, both private and public, located in various
provinces throughout the country. Most of them grew out of the foundation of museum works
laid by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King Rama IX) since the 9th on June 1946. The king
has had keen interest in museum work over the course of 70 years of his reign. There are various
kinds of museums initiated by the king, including art and archaeology museums (such as Chao
Sam Phraya Museum in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Kham Phaengphet National Museum,
Ban Chiang National Museum) under the administration of the Fine Arts Department, museums
of royal ceremonies (such as Royal Barge Museumn, the Royal Elephant National Museum),

museums on royal initiatives projects, which most of thermn were resulted from the construction

of dams in the country (such as Museum of Pa Sak Dam, Museum of Khun Dan Prakanchon Dam),
museums highlighting and honoring the king’s greatness and genius (such as the Supreme
Artist Hall, the Golden Jubilee Museum of Agriculture, the Golden Jubilee Museum of Geolaogy),
and museurmns under royal permission, which are mostly in charge of the Bureau of the Royal
Household.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharmrit
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The Attributes of God in the Bhagavad Gita

? i
o s
48,

The Bhagavad Gita is one of the most popular scriptures in India and in Hindu culture.
Being a part of the great epic Mahabharata as the Bhishma Parva (the sixth chapter in the epic),
the scripture is composed of 18 chapters with 700 verses. In essence, The Bhagavad Gita shares
many contents with Upanishads, especially in theological and philosophical issues such as the
concept of God and moksa (salvation).

The Bhagavad Gita is narrated in form of conversation between prince Arjuna of the
Pandavas and his charicteer - Krishna (known as the eighth avatar of God). Therefore, the
scripture implies symbolically a dialogue between a creature (Arjuna) and the Creator (God)

This paper is to analyze the characteristics and the attribute of God including his relation
to hurman beings. The analysis will clarify many important issues in Hinduism for example what
the Absolute is, How God relates to hurman beings, What atman (the true self) and paramatman
(the absolute atman or supreme Spirit) are and How a human being can attain moksa in the

doctrine of Hinduism, particularly in Vaishnavism.

Translated by Chayanin Nuisin
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Naming Roads in Bangkok

7
oy

e

Early lifeways of people in Thai society were closely related to rivers and canals that
served as key communication routes. Later, when there were more developments and
settlements were expanded exceedingly, land routes increasingly played an important role in
daily ways of life of people. Therefore, more roads were constructed and consequently they
became a major means of communication in Thailand. Roads were named after places where
they were built or after persons who played the key role in the construction. Later, many roads
were first named by a group of elite or royal scholars and then the name list was submitted to

the king for approval as royal names. This naming tradition has been practiced until today.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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The Re-creation of the Mother-of-pearl
Inlay Door Panels of the Temple
of the Emerald Buddha

TN
—"77’—_'__:-1-\{

N

The purpose of this paper is to ensure that their beauty will be seen by the next
generations of Thais HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhaorn in 2007 ordered the conservation of
the 264 year-old mother-of-pearl inlay door panels of The Scripture Hall of the Temple of the
Emerald Buddha. The Office of Traditional Arts, Fine Arts Department, was assigned to make a
new pair of door panels of similar artisanship to replace the old doaor panels which will be
repaired and kept in the National Museum. The traditional process of mother-of-pearl inlay from
the past and its traditional techniques and materials have become almost extinct due to current
economic and social conditions. Despite this, during the implementation of the project from
2007-2012, approximately 30 highly specialized skilled craftsmen worked together on all
procedures, such as wood work, preparing the shell, cutting the shell into designs, lacquering,
the inlay process and polishing. The completed door panels were installed at The Scripture
Hall of the Temple of the Emerald Buddha in 2013 and the ancient door panels were removed
to Office of Traditional Arts for restoration and will be on display at the National Museum

afterward.

Translated by Weeraya Juntradee
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Byachrananda, Julathusana. Thai Mother-of-Pearl Inlay. Banckok: River Books Ltd. Thailand, 2001.

The SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thalland (Public Organization), SACICT.
Chang Sip Mu. 2™ Ed. Bangkok: P. press, 2007.
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Chalew : Ancestors’ Rule or Myth

Chalew is a symbol of sacredness in Thai belief, encompassing social, economic, and
cultural dimensions passed on over many generations. In southem Thailand and some areas of
central Thailand, chalew is maostly made in three major types: three-lobed chalew, five-lobed
chalew, and eight-lobed chalew. The traditional ritual use of chalew is to be put in a pot for
boiling medicinal concoctions (moh yaa). There is no evidence for the ritual use of chalew in
narthem Thailand. In some areas of central Thailand, chalew is made in a similar form of tuna
basket and is thus called Chalew Kheng Pla Tu (tuna basket-shaped chalew). This kind chalew
is placed in front of houses of those sell tuna. In northern Thailand, chalew is used in several

types of rituals, and the ritual use of chalew in that region is unique and has been practiced
over generations.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharniit
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An Anecdote from History:

The Celebration of 70 Years of King Bhumibol

Adulyadej’'s Reign

s
ff i
.

The auspicious occasion of 70 years of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s reign on
June 9, 2016, brings a great deal of pride and pleasure to all walks of life of Thai people.

With recognition of the virtue and greatness of the king and to pay gratitude and homage to the

king, Thai people across the kingdom wholeheartedly organize a variety of activities to celebrate

the auspicious occasion and to honor the king as the longest-reigning monarch in history of

Thailand.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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Old Pictures Mirror the Past:
HRH Prince Damrong Rajanubhab’s Second
Visit to Europe

/

His Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanubhab paid his second official visit to Europe in
1930 by the ship “La Landia” of the East Asiatic Company. The prince left Penang on April 24,
1930 and the ship cruised through Sumatra Peninsula, Indian Ocean, African Peninsula, Eden Bay,
the Red Sea, Suez Canal, and got off the ship at the port town of Podsed before moving on
through the Mediterranean, the Crete Island, Messina Straits, arriving Stromboli Island and
cruising along the Italian coast through Elba Island and finally reached ltaly. The prince visited
several places and towns in Italy on his way to and back from Italy, including Milan, Turin,
Venice, Florence, Rome, and Naples. He also attended theatre show, visited ancient cities, and
made a quite long trip to France visiting Nice, Cannes, Menton, Paris and attending shows and
theatre, as well as had a dress tailored and visited exhibitions. After France, the prince went
on to London, England visiting various places, shows, sport tournaments before moving on to
Belgium and the Netherlands, where he visited key cities and paid visits to different places and
activities, ranging from museums, glass factory, diamond cut to water gate. After that, the prince
made his way to Denmark and Sweden, where he stopped by Copenhagen in Denmark and
toured around prominent landscapes in Sweden. Later on, the prince took a train to Germany
visiting several places and attending theater shows and demaonstrations in Berlin and Hamburg.
The prince went on to Switzerland, the last nation on the prince’s second official trip to Europe.
In Switzerland, the prince visited many places in such various cities as Montreux, Lausanne,
Brig, Visp, and Geneva. On his return trip, the prince cruised through Messina Strait, Crete Island,
Suez Canal, the Red Sea, Eden Bay, Indian Ocean, and paid a visit to the town of Coloambo,
museums, the city of Anuradha, before cruising through Sumatra and making a stop in the town
of Prachaub Kirikhan, and finally arrived the central train station of Hua Lamphong in Bangkok
on Wednesday, October 1%

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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Masterpieces of the Fine Arts Department:
U Thong Dams: The Longest Ancient Earthen
Dam in Thailand

7o
'x._.n?—sr-::}{

C

U Thong is an important Dvaravati town, located on the west bank of a river called
Chorakhe Samphan and in a plain near a foothill, providing a good strategic locality. Considering
location and town plan, it is evident that this moated town was well-designed and properly
managed, with sufficient infrastructure and systematic water management. Besides, there are
earthworks; ane is an earthwork called Tao U Thong road, but morphologically it served as dike
or dam used to control water; to drain water out of the town during rainy season and to prevent
water flowing into the town during summer. Other earthworks called Khak Chang Din located
near a stream and a waterfall southeast of the town; they look like reservoirs of different form
and size. According to their size and locality, they must have served as water reservoirs.

More importantly and recently, an ancient earthen dam was found, about 5 km northwest
of the ancient town of U Thong. It measures 1,660 meters long and 35 meters wide, and is
located between twa hills, stretching across the plain in the valley between the two hills.
The dam relatively dates to the 7" and 11" century AD, about the time when the ancient town
of U Thong became a major trade and religious center. The dam is thus far the longest ancient

earthen dam ever discovered in Thailand.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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