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A Century of the Fine Arts Departrment

sinca tha esxablishmeank of Ehe Fine & ks Dapakmeant by Kz Vgiresudh (Kng Rama vl on Wach 27, 1911 wakl
March 27,2014, this marks kha cocasion Ehak tha Fine sns Depakmank has baanin sardce for & cankwry and
has samad as a kay gosammant insbkubon in tha inwanbon of inkelladwal capital for Thai paople in tha
prasarsaion and cregson of nabional cultwral and anishEc hentaga, Thama threa main kinds of profassional woork,
thak has been wnderche Ane &S Depakment's responsbiliey: 11 ak work, 2] lan guaea, documanks and books,
and 3] anchaeokgs and musaums, Each of ktha thrae has a long hiskory of dewalopment, The ban dacadas of
the dewalopment of Ane &S Depakmenk ama briafly descibad as balcwr:

The First Decade 01211 - 12200

&k tha bagnning, Bne Vajiravedh was inb2acing b puk boeakhar all kinels of ak work wndar an agancy, and ha
Ehus named the agancy "Slpakom® (ibarally maans Fine ansl, & word Ehat is made wp from Eha band wornds
“silpa" [akl and “akom® [Ofgin or sowce), meaning "souwnce or odgia of ac”. The kg had asked tha kransdar
of Disision of Fing &ns From Ehe Depakmenk of Gyl Work bo b2 marged wikh the Dapakmenk of Musaums b
askablish a new depar called Fing Ams Deparkment, whosa s direcsor was widar Ehe lng. Tha king also
crdarad & kransfar of tha Depakmank of Aowal Paga Craft ko be incleded in Ehe Fine afs Depakmank.
Tharafora, the fisk dacada of khe Fina ans Depak was manly abouk Aine aks constwchon and achibadewra. In
ckhar waords, Ehe Fina & ks Depakmant was prndplally responsible for the pese mabion and cregson of tha an
of Aatankosin Kngdom.

The Szoond Decade (1711 - 1530

on & pil 19, 1925 amickt tha global aconomic regression, Fing Prgachipok [(Kng Rama VI had the Rne ans
Depakmant consrgad wikh the Banghok Library Commission, which was kaking camre of the librare waork,
Buckdhisk scripeura, anciank anchivas, 6 wall &5 sak, sureay and inspachon of andenk monumanks and o bjacs.
Tha main duby of tha okanizabon was tha cerakion and managemeant of archival mamnals, achaologcal
manials and sbas, and mMusewms. Labar tha king ordegd thak the Bangkok Librare Commision changed i
name b khe Ropal Cowndl oonssking of khe Division of gnchasokogy, Division of Fing s, and Ehe Divison of
Lkerakura. The pask Genaml-Direckors of the insdkution ae all Emows and knowdedeeable on culkwra and art,
including Chao Phraya Thammakthikaranahiboodi (.. Poom Walakul), Prince Chacfah Erom Phraya
Hanissa ran werdbweong, and Mom Chao ekhikhapsan Kiksacakom res padiwaly.

The Third and Fourth Decades (1931 - 1950

O W 3, 1933, tha Fine Afs Depakmant was @enasdked, in affiladon wikh the Winiskry of Edwcakon. danckhar
branch of ar, drama and music, wes includad a5 an impotank ndgonal ark. &l bepes of dramakc ak and music
wa g kakan cama of wanouws dapakmeanks affiliabad with Ehe ropal cowt., In 1935, the Division of DEmMa &t and
DEma Ans 5chool weane askablshed a5 pak of Ehe Rne ats Depakmeaik.

Ouning the middle of tha third decads Ehe Ane ans Deparkmeant was aukhoizad b0 ewcluswaky conkol and b
manag? nakonal ak and all branches of ak. k was gradously granbkad a owal pamisson bo wse Eha figura of
Ganasha, o of aik, as the emblam of tha depakmant on Ocbobar 13, 1937, Babwaan 12 and 1951, tha
Fine ;s D8 parkmeank was affi iabad wikh the Offica of tha Prime Winiskar,

gftar the maor polidcal changs in 1952, the Fine & ks Dapatmeank had more inkegebad mission r2sponsible For
fine ams, achibactuma, kbrar, musewm, archaeclosy, ibarature, dema ats and music. The Rne Afs schook
wras also eskablished on Jubke 11, 1933 b0 prowicla ErEning and edecabon on ak and culkwral herikage of khe
nakon. Tha Fine & ks school was laer dagalopad inko a wiisarske namead Silpakor Uaieersiey in 1943,

Dufing thisEma pancd, bha Anae ats Depafkmank had procweed and peblished aumeanows books and wolumes,
crganized ackhvibas and avanks For the pubkc. The Arskissee of Slpakorn dowrnal weas publshed in 19350 &
was khe parnod of propagands of nakonal cultwra and ark, and the Ema of the rewoludon of cukura and tha
modarizakion of tha Thais' lifeskela,

ao



The Fifth Decade 1951 — 19207

This parcd 3w a conknuwabon of Eha repolubon of culkwre. The Fine Ais Dapakment was kransfered ko tha
Winiskre of Culbwra, which was than a new minigry, on Warch 11, 1952, The pimare duky of the Rne ais
Depatmank duing khis decade was b publicize and promobs the sieaficance of nabdonal cukwre and nabonal
iaoloes kO Creda & sense of nabonaksm. The decade maks the produdhive pubbcabon of books and the
cdavalopmant of mMusc and drama ans b0 promoee ashdonalsm. & procigows amownk of budsak weare allocakad
b3 kha depakmank in tha presapeabon, rasorkion and radkalizskion of impokank anciank moawmanks in
andank ghas, inclukng Sukhotha, Phimai, Chiang 520, and dwubthaga. &5 2 msulk, thare was much progress in
the achaological and hisboncal skudies. & prominank DirdaoFGanaral of the Fine iz Depakmant duing this
clacada is W Thanik Yoopho, who sersad for 11 w2ars. @k the and of the decada, tha Rne &fs De pakmank
wras Changad ks adminiskrakea aff lidhon.

The Late Fifth — the Tenth Decades (1953 - 2002

The pancd marks a deceasad ole of kha Fine &= Depakmank as a kading organizabon in khe credbdon of
nakonalism as kha sowaramant pad mona adankbon b Eha economic davelopmant. The Aaa &ts Depatmank
wears wnddar tha adminiskebon of tha Winskre of Eduwcabon fordd waears. Despiba savam budeek cuk and less
imporank rola, the Ana 4k Depacmant was led by axpans and knowdedeeabl pofessionals who had kean
inkarask in ar and cukuwre, includ ng Thanik Yoopho, Chea Saiman, sombhob Pirom, Decho Sawananon,
Ehunsing Kulbsap Fedmankij, Or Suwsdk Rasmibh ok, somkbid Chobkaeranit, Hikhom Musikakama, and ek
Heamchuklin, The Fine & Depakment had s2mad saweral impokank roval and nskonal ceremonias. In
addibon, ik caried ook aumaoes publbc cukmach programs, producdion of prioked and awdcedswal meda, &
wall & resaach on achaeolog: and hiskore.  Many hishoncal and archaaokogical skas had been dawalopad
inko hiskodcal parks and some of Eham weara regsbared as Workd Cubkwral Harnktaga sibas (ag, Ban Chiang
érchasological sike, Sukhothai Hiskonc Ciky, and deyubthawa Hatonc Geyl. The Fine & Depakment abko
inwankad, craabad, and kransmibeed Ehe ak and bachnology of tradibonal crats bo pubbc prople 50 thak they
Can uwse as guidalines for khe creadon of jobs and carees.

Tha Fina &= Depakmank abo builk and promobad lozal and regonal nebaeo ks bo ancoureea pubic awans ness
of tha seaficanca and safeguardine of nabonal culbwral hedkaga. Mabonal musewms and prowindal §branas
had been devaloped bo improya thair public serdoa and rale as leaming and stucky caabars fior nagonal and
inbarakional inb2resed bodies, & numbar of commibe2as weare sak wp bo kake care of wanows branches of ark.
Razarding ink2rnakional relabon, the Fine &S Depatment plawad a kaw mole & a represankabi-2 in the
collaborgson of academic ressanch projads and exchange wikh foeign counkdes in Southeast dsia and ccher
ragions.

The Tenth Decads (2001 - pressnt]

This dacada sawr a major bumawcrhic Bfiorm. Tha Ane Arfs Depakmeak was Jfilisked wikh the Miniskry of
Cukura, which was panaded on Warch 2, 2002, Tha pask and curenk DirdoFzene@ls ae Ffom difannt
acacke mic backgrowndds, buk they all paid abenbon b0 syskamabc dawelopmeant of the orpanizabon and
follosmad three maor skrategies: 1) the degelopmant of skancards and measwes for khe safeguarding of
bracibons and khe prasarabon, mankanance, and consamahion of culbwral harnikage, 2] Ehe inwenbon and
ConbAuabon of Cultural hafkage valwss, and 3) khe bransmission of Enowdadea on cubkural harikie ko tha
pubkc.

The RAne ams Depakment has baan direckad and mosd foneard by @ combinaeion of ik wanouws offlcas
incluching, khe Office of Sacekana, COffice of archasology:, Office of Habional Mussums, Ofice of & chibackure,
Cifice of Drama ans, Oflce of Lbarakwre and Hiskory, Cfflce of Ten Crafs, Office of Habonal anchives, Office of
Habonal Lbrare, asweall as cehar lassar wniks such as 15 offloas of Regional Fine &fs Depakment.  Tha offlcas
am| aowr making thair bask affo k ko mankain, safeguard, and brine ouwk knowdedea of at and culkwre b3 Eha
publc bo craabe cubkwral and aconomic walwas for sodaky. Widely accessibla nabweoks Enking privabe and
publc sadbors, commitbeas, and organizabons hawa baen builk in ordar bo suppork, mainkan, Eranamit and
craaba nadonal ark and culewrs forthe saka of nabdonal securiby in following tha king's noka "presaming Cukura
i presaming nakbon”,
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