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Editor’'s Note

Due to this volume of Silpakorn Journal, the editorial board has selected articles
written by intellectuals from the Fine Arts Department and other institutes, which are
“The Oil Painting of King Naresuan the Great at Sky Tower in Suphanburi Province”,
“Did King Tilokaraj Build Suan Tan Temple as a Commemoration on the Victory over
Nan City?”, “Rattanakosin City Wall : knowledge of Thai People in Early Rattanakosin
Period”, “Archeological Site at Pleng (Rang) Temple in Bang Kruay District of Nontaburi
Province”, “Rattana Rangsan Throne Hall”, including the variety of our interesting regular

columns.

We are hopeful that our readers and subscribers will enjoy and benefit at the
same time. In case of any recommendations, please feel free to inform us in order to be
our guidelines to develop the journal. We would like to thank for your substantial

contributions toward the Silpakorn Journal.
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The Oil Painting of King Naresuan

the Great at Sky Tower in Suphanburi Province

King Naresuan the Great was born in Pisanulok City in 1555. He
was a son of King Maha Thammaracha and Phra Wisuthi Kasattri. Besides,
King Naresuan had got other 2 siblings; that is: an elder sister named Phra
Suphan Kanlayani and a younger brother named Phra E-ka Todsarod. King
Naresuan liberated the Ayutthaya Kingdom from Burma while he was the
Crown Prince staying at Pisanulok City. There were several significant
events during his reign including the combat on elephant back against the
Burmese Crown Prince at Nong Sarai. A team of artists from Applied Arts
and Lai Rod Nam (the lacquer work) Group of Office of Chang Sip Mu
(means 10 forms of Thai craftsmanship into 10 categories) attached to the
Fine Arts Department had a study research to draw the oil painting of
3.50 x 2.50 square-meters depicting 7 episodes of significant events during
the reign of King Naresuan the Great. The painting has been installed at

the top floor of the Sky Tower in Suphanburi Province.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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Did King Tilokaraj Build Suan Tan Temple as a
Commemoration on the Victory over Nan City?

In case of Nan City, there have been clear evidences that the city
was built in the 19" century B.E. by a group of Thai folks led by Phraya
Phukha, the founder of the Nan Dynasty. Later the Phukha Dynasty had a
close tie with the Phra Ruang Dynasty of Sukhothai City. Due to several
evidences, it was found that kings of the two cities joined together to build
Luang A-pai Temple. During the reign of Phraya Litai of Nan City, Phraya
Litai had got the Buddha Relics and Buddha votive tablets from Sukhothai
to install at Phra That Chae Haeng Temple. Anyway, the style of
architecture of the temple was in Nan form of arts.

Meanwhile, there were evidences of the construction of Luang
Temple or Chang Kham Temple located in the heart of Nan City during the
reign of Chao Pha Kong in 1357. In Chang Kham Temple, there are elephant
sculptures, of front half, decorated around the base of pagoda. It is
presented to a combination of architectural form of arts of Nan City and
Sukhothai City. Nevertheless, it is not as clear as the architectural design of
the principle pagoda at Suan Tan Temple of which there are old photos
presenting a unique architectural design of the Sukhothai Period pagoda
which has distinctive lotus bud spire called “Song Phum Khao Bin”. Apart
from this, there were evidences of the construction of several Buddha
statues in attitudes of walking (setting out to preach) and standing designed
in Sukhothai style of arts in 1427 during the reign of Chao Ngua Phasoom.
For the principle Buddha statue named “Phra Chao Tongtip” installed at
Phra Vihara (an assemble hall) of Suan Luang Temple, the style of arts was
Sukhothai architectural arts.

Therefore, according to such evidences, Suan Tan Temple should be
built by King Tilokaraj of Chiangmai City, not King Tongtip of Nan City.
King Tilokaraj built the temple to commemorate his triumph in the battle
against King of Nan City.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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The Tally Sticks were used for counting Buddhist monks when
entering into Phra Ubosot (an ordination hall) for daily prayer in the morning
and evening according to Thai traditional Buddhism. The tally sticks were
made from thin wood or ivory in various forms of simple style or delicate
styles. These tally sticks were thread in a wire strung on tally stakes of
which the amount was depended on numbers of monks in a temple.
Generally, there were approximately 100-200 tally sticks. When the monks
entered Phra Ubosot, a responsible person was on duty to move each tally
stick through one end of the stake, one by one until the last monk. Then,
he would count the tally sticks to get an amount of monks entering into
Phra Ubosot for prayer.

This was a Buddhist measure to direct and conduct monks to have
disciplines for daily morning and evening prayer together. It had been
occurred during the reign of King Rama IV since the King considered that
prayer was a very significant activity of Buddhist monks.

Previously, monks did not perform daily morning and evening
prayer in Phra Ubosot. Phra Ubosot was used for ceremonies performed by
monks assembled in a formal act such as a ceremony on monkshood entry
or Patimokkha Prayer (the fundamental rules of the Order). For daily prayer,
it took place at the prayer tower located at the living quarters of monks.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee

dne 13AaUNT

Tally Sticks Used for Counting Buddhist Monks
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Rattanakosin City Wall : Knowledge of
Thai People in Early Rattanakosin Period

This paper presents the history of Rattanakosin city wall
construction since the King Rama I on the soft clay with low shear
strength. The Wall is stable up to now 225 years. The construction
technique of wall foundation which is trapezoidal shape stabilized by
layering in steps of bricks and enforced by salon wood.

The shear stress distribution and subsidence of Wall are analyzed
by finite element method. The construction of wall foundation are simulated
in five steps and each construction steps the effect of increasing load to
soft clay and Salon wood and wall subsidence are presented.

The result show that using Salon wood for wall foundation can
reduce the high shear stress at 521 KN/m?” to 74.8 KN/m?” with in the range
of soft clay strength that can support and the maximum subsidence of
wall is 0.10 meter. More over, the maximum movement is 0.0317 meter to
the right and 0.0299 meter to the left.

This can conclude the knowledge and ability of Thai people in
early Rattanakosin period should be proudly appreciate and highly respect
and the authors would like to invite all of academy to be more interest and
analysis the works of ancient Thai people and join to promote Thai culture.

Key words: Rattanakosin City Wall / Brick / Salon wood / Finite
element method / Soft Clay

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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do, dt, IT

+ +—=+F =0
Jax ay 0z

do, dJtr,. OJT,
Ly 24 E4F =0 (2)
dy dx 0z g

J J ot ,
Te e (T +F, =0
Jdz ax ay

loafl 9,,0,,0, wnuaduAY (stresses), T,

(shear stresses) waz 1, [, F, WNUWIIINE (body force) Tuwuawau X, ¥, zenuaeu

» T,,,T,, WNUAULAULEDY

AnuAsEavesumiyy wnsadsuluglessanfousilane

ou
£, =—
0x
ou
£, =—
0x
ou
£, =—
0x
(o)
ou Jv
Xy =—+—
Jdy  ox
_Jv N ow
Ve 9z dy
ou ow
yxz =+
0z 0x

Tasii £.,€,,£, WIUANULATYA (strains), VsV wsVy WNUAIULATYALEDUY
(shear strains) Baz u, v, w WNUALAADUG (displacements) TWWUILAY X, ¥, Z MU
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Archeological Site at Pleng (Rang) Temple

in Bang Kruay District of Nontaburi Province

Pleng (Rang) Temple located in Bang Kruay District of Nontaburi
Province is a significant archeological site of Ayutthaya style of arts. During
the past time, the temple was renovated twice; that is:

The beginning stage of construction was in mid Ayutthaya Period
from the 21" - 22" century B.E. The principle Buddha statue made from
sand stone in a huge size named “Luang Por To” was designed the same as
Buddha statues made in mid Ayutthaya. Besides, “Sema” (a heart-shaped
stone making the limits of Buddhist temple) made from red sand stone was
decorated in style of arts the same period as the Buddha statue. Presently,
Sema has been installed at Sak Yai Temple,

The renovation period was occurred at end Ayutthaya Period in the
23" century B.E. There was a construction of Phra Ubosot (an ordination
hall) which was a small brickwork building. The architectural style of the
brick door with pointed spire and “Chukchi” (masonry base of a venerated
object) with stucco decorated with pieces of glasses was at the end of
Ayutthaya Period. Unfortunately, the structural timber roof assemblage has
already fallen down. A small Hor Rakhang (a tall bell tower) was also built
in that period of time.

The age of this archeological site at Pleng (Rang) Temple is
consistent to old documents about the founding of Nontaburi Province
during the reign of King Maha Jakkapat in second half of the 21% century
B.E. Apart from this, there are evidences at ancient temples located along
the banks of a canal in Nontaburi such as the principle Prang (the Brahmin
religious architectural style derived from the ancient Khmer temples) at
Prang Luang Temple. Pleng (Rang) Temple has been deserted since the
second defeat of the Ayutthaya Kingdom to Burmese troops in 1767.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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Rattana Rangsan Throne Hall

Rattana Rangsan Throne Hall located on top of Niveskiri Hill in
Ranong Province was built by Phraya Rattana Sethi (Kho Sim Gong) to
present to King Rama V for his accommodation during the trip to the Malay
Peninsular in 1890. Later King Rama VI as the Crown Prince used to spend
a night at Rattana Rangsan Throne Hall during his trip to southern
provinces in 1899 and 1917. Besides, King Rama VII stayed at the throne
hall when he paid a visit to west coastal towns in 1928. After that, Rattana
Rangsan Throne Hall was used to hold a royal ceremony of the Water of
Allegiance. In 1964, it was demolished because of being out of repairs and
the city hall of Ranong Province was constructed on the same plot.

In 2002, according to the provincial administrative office, there
was a project to build a replica of Rattana Rangsan Throne Hall of the same
size as the original one to commemorate King Rama V’s graciousness
towards Thai people in Ranong. The construction was started on the land
where there is the same surrounding as the original throne hall. The budget
was from selling Red Cross Lottery cooperating with the Government
Lottery Office. An expert team of the Fine Arts Department also helped to
design the throne hall to have the most similarity to the old one.

The new Rattana Rangsan Throne Hall has been completely
finished in 2003 consisting of 3 wooden buildings. An open pavilion for
official affairs is a one-floored house with Panya Roof (the hip roof form of
a traditional Thai house). A building for the king’s followers is a 3-floored
house of which there is a roofed walkway on the second floor to go to a
3-floored house of 8-angular shape where visitors can view the whole
Ranong Town.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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Miscellaneous Knowledge from the Revision of

Volume 9 : Phra Buddha Busayarattana
Jakkapatpimon Maneemai

The Buddha statue named Phra Buddha Busayarattana
Jakkapatpimon Maneemai is a precious beautiful Buddha statue of Thai
nation. The legend of the Buddha statue written in the Revision of the
Collection of Thai Chronicles Kanjanapisek Edition, Volume 9, consist of 3
versions; that is: Nakhon Jampasak Town Legend of Phraya Maha
Ammadtayathibordi, of Mom A-morwongwijit, and of Chao Phrom
Tewanukror & Chao Ratchawong of Nakhon Jampasak Town.

The story is started at the time the Buddha statue was found in a
cave in Nakhon Jampasak Town until the Statue was taken to Bangkok
during the reign of King Rama I. In order to understand an importance of
this Buddha statue, it was described in the legend since the statue was
made and installed at Lawo Town. Later Phra Nang Jam Thevi took the
statue to install at Haripoonchai Town. After that, King Tilokaraj took the
Buddha statue to install at Chiangmai Town of the Lanna Kingdom. Then,
King Chaiyachettha Thiraj took the statue to install at Luang Phra Bang
Town. After King Chaiyachettha Thiraj built his new capital city at
Vientiane Town, After King Chaiyachettha Thiraj built his new capital city
at Vientiane Town, there was no record whether the Buddha statue had
been taken to install at Vientiane Town. At last, it is presented in the
legend that two hunters named Tung and Terng found the Buddha Statue in
a cave called Khao Sompoy Nayon in Nakhon Jampasak Town.

According to the legend, it is referred to the roles of Kings of

Chakri Dynasty who have nurtured and paid respect to Phra Buddha
Busayarattana Jakkapatpimon Maneemai until now.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee

dne 13AaUNT

the Collection of Thai Chronicles Kanjanapisek Edition,
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Old Photos Mirror the Past :
State Visits of the Royal Guests

The deceased kings of Thailand had worldwide visions to establish
good relationship with leaders of other nations to upgrade Thailand for
global society. The King visited to neighboring countries both in Asia and
Europe for better ties. Meanwhile, leaders from various countries paid a visit
to Thailand as well. The first state visit of the royal guests was taken place
during the reign of King Rama V. Russian Crown Prince Nikholas made a
visit to Siam in March 1891. Later the royal guests from several nations
visited Siam in an occasion of the Coronation Ceremony of King Rama VI
in November 1912.

During the reigning King, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
paid a visit to many nations in America, Europe and Asia. As a result,
Thailand has gained the most reputation and acceptance from international
nations in the record of Thai history. Besides, there have been 65 state
vigits from leaders of those countries. For examples, an official visit of
Somdej Narodom Sihanouk of Cambodia was occurred from 156 - 17
December 1954. The recent visit of King and Queen of Spain was taken
place from 21 - 23 February 2006. For all state visits of the royal guest,
their Majesties King and Queen greeted them with warm and honor
receptions according to Thai tradition, which made them feel very
impressed.

Therefore, this is to strengthen better relations and understanding

between the two countries for mutual benefits on national development
in the long run.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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A Master Piece in the National Museum :
Bowl of Lai Nam Tong Decorated with Floral

and Animal Designs of Chinese Auspicious Motifs

An 8-angular shaped bowl with a lid of Lai Nam Tong design is
Chinese porcelain. For the lid, the top is in a form of a blooming lotus
flower supporting with four lotus leaves covered with a green glaze. The
inner bowl and the inner lid are covered with a white glaze while the outer
bowl and the outer lid are painted a gold ground decorated with floral, bird
and other animal designs. As to a hypothesis, the bowl should be imported
from China following to an order of the Thai royal court. It might be made
from the imperial kilns at Jingdezhen in Jiangxi Province.

The Chinese craftsmen had developed techniques of porcelain
wares since end of the Ming Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty during the
23— 24™ century B.E., which was the same period as end of the Ayutthaya
Period to the Rattanakosin Period. The technique of Lai Nam Tong design
had been innovated from “five-color” decoration to a technique of tinting
with colloidal gold (fine fragments of metal in suspension in the enamel).

During the reign of Emperor Kangxi of the Qing Dynasty, the range
of colors for porcelain painting were classified by using French terms; that
is: Famille Verte used green, Famille Noir used a black ground, and Famille
Jaune used a yellow ground. After that, Famille Rose palette used pink or
purple was introduced during the reign of Emperor Yongzheng. The pink
over-glaze enamels were tinted with colloidal gold. They were usually
decorated with images of fruits, flowers, trees, birds and animals of Chinese
auspicious motifs. These Chinese porcelains of various designs were sent to
the royal court which became a special design called “Sino-Thai Wares”,
especially during the reign of King Rama II (1809-1824). This bowl of Lai
Nam Tong design was a precious one among those imported Chinese
porcelains to Siam.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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