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On the auspicious occasion that the 12" of August, 2014 is Her Majesty Queen Sirikit
birthday, may the editorial team of Silpakorn Journal wish Her Majesty the Queen long and
happy life.

This issue of Silpakorn Journal (Issue 4, July-August 2014) is composed of a special article
honoring the occasion of 100" years of the Literature Club on July 23, 2014 entitled “Honoring
His Majesty King Vajiravudh : The Founder of the Literature Club”, and other several interesting
articles such as “The Royal Traditional on Decorative Arts of King Rama IV : Part 11", “U-Thai Thani
and U-Thai Montri : Royal Titles Conferred by the King to the Governors of Prachinburi”,
“The Archaeological Study of Cultural Development of the Ancient Town of Donglakhon”,
“The Chiang Khong School of Buddha Images”, as well as regular columns including an Anecdote
from History, Old Photo Mirrors the Past, Question and Answer, Fine Arts Department Artist, and
The Masterpiece of the Fine Arts Departrent.

The editorial tearn hopes all subscribers and readers gain benefit from all the articles
in this issug and continue to support our journal. Lastly, the Fine Arts Department will
perform a ceremony of offering royal sets of robes to Buddhist monks at Wat Chai Chumnphon
Chanasongkram in Kanchanaburi Province on Cctober 18, 2014. All interested persons are
invited to attend the ceremony and join in the presenting of robes to the monks.

The Editorial Team
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Honaring His Majesty King Vaiiravuedh :

The Founder of the Literature Club
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Honoring His Majesty King Vajiravudh :
The Founder of the Literature Club

\
S

Mentioning His Majesty King Vajiravudh’s royal grace in kindly granting an order
to set up a royal decree regarding the Literature Club on July 23, 1914 1o promote
the writing and translation of books useful to readers and correct usage of Thai language,
as well as the essence of royal decree, regulations of the club, and the emblem of the
club with royal permission to place on books that were selected and announced as good
books. In addition, also mentioned are 11 books and outstanding points of the three
royal writings by His Majesty King Vajiravudh including Hua Jai Mak Rob (The Warriors’
Heart), Phra Non Kham Luang, and Matthanapatha, as well as a seminar on “100 Years of
the Literature Club” to honor the king and recognize the crucial role of the Literature Club
to national literature communities.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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The Royal Tradition on Decorative Arts
of King Rama IV Part II :
The Ananda Samakhom Throne Hall among
Phra Abhinaowa Nivesn Building Complex

G }
7

King Rama IV modemized the country to be compatible with western countries, among
ather things, initiating the building of the royal residence in western architectural style, the First in
East Asia, named Phra Abhinaowa Nivesn Building Complex. This building complex was also
decorated with western - style of decorative arts. Located in the right park area of the Grand Palace
(Suan Khwa), it was consisted of many buildings served as royal residences, reception halls and
the royal museum where housed all royal tributes, mostly western - style artworks from European
kings and queens. The King graciously appeinted Somdet Chao Phraya Borommaha Phichaiyat
(That Bunnak) as the construction supervisor. It was completed in 1859 after 6 years of construction,
In this complex there were 10 buildings, namely Bhuvadol - dasanai Royal Pavilion (the Royal Clock
Tower), Ananda Samakhom Throne Hall, Borom - bhimarn Royal Residence (the Inner Court
Residence), Nongkran - samosorn Royal Pavilion (the Inner Court Audience Hall), Chandara -
dhipphayobhart and Bhanumart - charmroon Royal Private Residences, Bhochana - leelart Banquet
Hall, and Prabhat - bhibhittabhandu Royal Museumn, etc.

According to the royal wish, the Ananda Samakhom Throne Hall was designed in westemn
architectural style. This two story building was enormously huge covering a larger room to support
both domestic and foreign audiences than any other former audience halls. The King ordered to
maintain big trees in the right park area so that the front yard was shady with the coverage of these
big trees and dwarf trees in huge porcelain pots. The Throne Hall was inspired by buildings of the
late Greek Renaissance architecture, The building plan was set in a cross shape with high roof. There
were clerestories over the niches (Khaw Songl. The pediments were decorated with stuccos. In the
east front area, there was a central balcony as its main entrance. There were also Corinthian orders
supporting the sloping roof. The sloping balconies in the north and south areas were hall balconies
covered with roofs from the front to the sides. The central balcony in the western back area was
the Back Throne Hall connected t¢ Borom - Bhimarn Royal Residence. its doors and windows were
enormous and decorated with stucco arches and many clerestories above. The open balcony and
the walls were decorated with pole lamps and bass — relief of military dressed in western uniform
respectively.

King Rama IV routinely worked in several residences and pavilions and daily presented
himself three times at the Ananda Samakhom Throne Hall where he graciously granted an audience
to the royal family members, ministers, noblemen, royal ambassadors and foreign delegates, etc.
All of them honored and respected the roval prestige and behaviors of King Rarma IV in welcoming
the state visitors in western manner, as well as were impressed by the superiority of the westemn
architectural style and decorative artworks of Ananda Samakhom Throne Hall which represented
the prosperity and stability of the kinedom.
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Transiated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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“U-Thai Thani” and “U-Thai Montri”
as the Royal conferred Title
for Prachinburi Governor

= }
o

This article points out that the royal conferred title “U-Thai Thani” of Prachinburi’s
governor appeared in historical documents of Ayutthaya and Early Rattanakosin periods
and the royal conferred title “U-Thai Montri” of Prachinburi’s governor appeared in historical
docurmnents dating to the reigns of King Rama IV and King Rama V of Rattanakosin period
are relavant to the city title of “Prachinburi” and are key evidence indicating the meaning
of Prachinburi province as the eastern city.

The term “U-Thai Thani” means “Eastern City” and is the key word in the roval
conferred title “U-Thai Thani i Surachabodin Narintara Mataya Mahaphichai”. As for the term
“U-Thai Montri”, it refers to the high ranking government official of the (city) first sunrise
and is the key word in the royal conferred title “U-Thai Montri Si Surachabodin Narintara
Mataya Mahaphichai”.

In Ayutthaya period, Prachinburi governor had baronage “Ack Phra” and had the royal
deferred title “Uthaithani”. In Thonburi kingdom, the baronage was upgraded to “Phraya”
with the royal deferred title “Uthaithani”, until the period of the King Rama Il of Rattanakosin
Kingdom. Further in the period of the King Rama IV, the royal deferred title of Prachinburi
governor was changed to “U-Thai Montrd” which was used until the period of the King Rarma V.

According to the meaning of Prachinburi Governor’s royal deferred title both “Uthaithani”
and “U-Thai Montri”, it could be seen that they were both related to east. As a result, it is
trustable that although the name of Prachinburi could be written in several ways but the real
meaning was “eastern city” or “eastern bure”, not “western city” or “western burg”. It is based
on the term “Pra Chim” that was mentioned in historical documents in which this city was
called “Pra Chim City” as the writing was actually formed in the kingdom of the King Rama V.
Before that period, the written could be varied and the sound was only focused. Another
key reason was that the meaning of city title and royal conferred title were all consistent.
“Prachinburi” “U-Thai Thani” and “U-Thai Montri™ are all related to “East”.

According to initial observation, it was found that past governors of several cities would
have specific royal deferred title of such city, i.e. “Nakhon Phram” for Lopburi governcr, *Piboon
Songkram” for Nakhonnayok governor, “Wiset Luechai” for Chachoengsao governor”, and
“Aphai Phubet” for Pratabong governor. The author believes that if further study regarding
the meaning of city title and the governor's royal conferred title would help provide a better
understanding on custom of royal deferred title nomination resulting in better knowledee and
uniderstanding on background and story in sorme specific aspects and issues in order to discover
clearer history of the past.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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The Archaeological Study
of Cultural Development
of the Ancient Town of Donglakhon

¥

7

This research was aimed to propose a cultural chronology of the ancient town of
Donglakhon, from its beginning to time prior to 14™ century AD, using archaeological
evidence unearthed from recent excavations of the habitation area, moat and wall, and
an artificial ponds located outside the town by the 3™ Regional Office of the Fine Arts,
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya. It was found that dense occupation was in the southwestern
part of the town, both in and outside the town, and the areas in the north and the
middle of the town were used for Buddhist ceremonies, while the moat and
earthen walls were constructed at once by digging the red earth in the moat to build
the walls. The cultural chronology of the town is divided into three phases : Phase |
(approximately the latter half of the 6" to 8" centuries AD), Phase Il (about 9" - 11
centuries AD), and Phase Ill (ca. 12" - 14" centuries AD).

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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The Chiang Khong School of Buddha Images

\
7 g

Chiang Khong is an important ancient town in the history of Lanna (North Thailand).

People of Chiang Khong made Buddha images with unique style that can be grouped as
a notable school of art called Chiang Khong Art School. For example, this school of art
made Buddha Images with small hair spirals compressed together as if jackfruit thorns, as
well as the images with hair around the facial frame. On top of the head of Buddha image
is a crown made in equal triangle shape with flat cut at the top of its edge. The face of
the Buddha is oval - shaped, with some exceptions that are in round shape. The Buddha
image's eyes looked down and each edge of them was directed upward and with
connected eyebrows. There are small grooves in lower part of Buddha's eyes. The mouth
is small and there are lines extending from the mouth comer to nose alar. The chin is
remarkably protruding, with double layers.

According to the inscription at the base of seven Buddha images of this school of
art, there are no names of the kings, elite or villagers. The years inscribed on the base of
the images suggest that the Buddha images of Chiang Khong School of Art might have
been made approximately in the round of 30 years starting from 1506 to 1533, or the
second half of the 16" century AD, in contemporaneity with the reigns of two kings of
the city of Chiang Mai, namely Phra Muang Kaew (1495 - 1525) and Phaya Ket Chetharat
(1525 - 1538).

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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An Anecdote from History :
Smallpox in the History of Ayutthaya

r'.f"“-\.ﬂj
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Smallpox is a severe infectious disease found since the Ayutthaya period.
It was mentioned in several historical documents, chronicles, and foreign docurnents.
The fatal and serious symptoms of smallpox include rash and fluid-filled blisters or bumps,
and it caused hich mortality rate. Therefore, people, and even kings and royal family
members, were scare of this disease. The disease was likely to be found during war times
and was related to the period of famine.

The spread of smallpox in Thailand was closely related to the smallpox in other
regions of the world that seems to occur about the same time, and the rate of spread
was even faster given rapid growth of international trade. It was until the Rattanakosin
period that saw the missionaries from foreign countries who brought the vaccination to
eradicate smallpox from Thailand. The vaccination campaign was highly supported by
the kings, and then the transmission and spread of smallpox dropped dramatically.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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Old Photo Mirrors the Past :
The Commemoration of the Royal Grace
of Somdet Phra Srinagarindra Boromarajajonani

o)

Somdet Phra Srinagarindra Boromarajajonani pleased to have incomparable

grace to all the Thais. People from all sectors paid loyalty and honor to Somdet Ya
and Princess Mother. Her royal duties and behaviors done have been impressed and
affixed in the Thais’ mind over the time. The royal initiatives were commenced
from her royal visit to the rural areas and faraway lands. She saw the difficulties and
challenges her people was encountering so that she made a strong intention
to help them out. There are still several key initiatives of Somdet Phra Srinagarindra
Boromarajajonani which have been widely recognized and developed continuously,
Somdet Phra Srinagarindra Boromarajajonani’s Medical Volunteer Foundation,
Border Patrol Police and Family Supporting Foundation, Hill Tribe and Faraway People
School, Royal Mae Fah Luang Foundation, and Doci Tung Development Project.
During her lifetime, she had performed her duties without tiredness even though
when she had become old. Her successful initiatives was seen by people both
domestically and internationally. Her royal grace would always be affixed
in the Thais’ heart forever.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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Masterpiece in the Fine Arts Department :
“Duad” : Board Game and Gambling
= ¢)

Since 1926, Prince Damrong Rajanubhab organized Phra Nakhon National Musuem

in the area of Phra Rajawang Bowvorn Sathan Mongkol or the Front Palace, Thaksina
Pimuk Throne Hall, one of the Phra Wiman Building Complex, as the exhibition hall
for several kinds of entertainment, i.e. Khon, Puppet Show, Opera, Movie, Royal show,
sport equipment, and gambling equipment used in the previous time. One of the objects
showcased at the time is Duad.

Duad is a form of entertainment by moving the chip based on points randomly
gained determined in the schedule. In the past, Duad was famous and popular in
central region to be played for fun among different groups of people, when they stayed
together for cheering up after the funeral or when having nothing to do.

Duad equipment consists of a board with three rows and each row has five
boxes combining to the total of 60 boxes, two random tubes, 11 chips used as movers
(3 chips per party), and 5 chips used to put inside the tube for scoring.

Players would take turn in making a random draw by using bamboo tubes.
When getting the draw result, each player must move their chips as such. If the draw
makes the move to the block in which there has already been a chip from other party,
the chip of the previous party would be “kicked” to the start. Any player who could
move all his/her 3 chips from the first block to right side along the blocks and through
all 4 corners of the paper until being released from the board would become
the winner. Duad is categorized as gambling. However, at least during the Kingdom of
the King Rama II, it was considered gambling allowed to play all the time but there
must be fees and duties paid and license certificate issued by the Gambling Tax Officials.
Currently, there is still laws concerning Duad gambling. Any person interested to play
must request for the gambling license certificate from the Department of Provincial
Adrninistration. For other provinces apart from Bangkok, the request could be made at
the District Office or Sub-District Office.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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