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Editor’s Note

On the occasion of the New Year 2010 the editorial team would like to send happiness and best
wishes to all members and readers. This issue of Silpakorn Journal is the first issue (January-February) of
the year 2010. In this issue there are a variety of academic articles featuring various aspects of Thai art
and culture including Fine Arts Department artists, a great singer, musician and composer, and historical
and social values of the medical textbook of Narai, textbooks of traditional herb, and historical account of
Ayutthaya. Articles such as “100 years of Eau Sunthornsanan”, “The Periodization of Thai Prehistory”,
“The Voyage Account of Niras Pak Lad”, plus several other pieces in this issue are deemed to draw
readers’ attention.

The editorial team is hoping that readers will find that all the pieces in this issue are useful for
future study and research on related subjects. Also, it is worth noting that early in this year the Fine Arts
Department artist Ajarn Jatuporn Rattanawaraha, the expert on mask dance, was announced a National
Artist of 2009 in performing art (drama art-mask dance). The announcement is a great honor for the

Thai dramatic arts communities as a whole.

b HasasAaUINg



WezsINNUARTIRNSHARUINS
- nls9d navsgn
Rama and the Fine Arts Department Artists
- Piroj Thongkumsuk
Qmﬁhwmﬁﬁiﬁ‘[@ﬂawszmmmﬁ
TudinusziRrmansuasfonn
- Awrwssos nyadndsiasey
Social and Historical Values of King Narai
Medical Textbook
- Pimpan Paibulwangcharoen
ASL15E oo 1l #IMNIA ﬂgtéﬂ AUNTHWY
WNAUAT HNUEAINAY uazEnFaIuIN “gunsinsol”
- gu198 WENBY
A Hundred Years of Eau Sunthornsanan :
A Musician, A Composer, and A Singer Named “Suntharaporn”
- Sumawalee Hongthong
mil,l,‘i_iafusqmﬂﬁq AfaulseIRrans kU szwiaive
- B AevIH

33
9

Prehistoric Periods in Thailand
- Amphan Kiingam
@ 2 s I'4 a a s
Lﬂ’iﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘g@ﬁﬂﬂix?ﬁlﬁ’lﬂm’i D IAUNTELAENT HsaUInan
- yguden ATITNaN
A Poet’s Archive : “Niras Paklad”
- Boonteun Srivorapot

v o

1 1 a o
AINLNT - LRTIBAR : FEWNIRNPAIEIFIN

6]

- MmN SIFANH

The Kasat Suek Bridge
- Juthatip Angsusing

Aatle - Aadins : 5180 fanfia WEnELRINSHARLINS
- Dulse3] nasngn

21NN - paul : msﬂsuﬁuqmﬁh
memsﬁgﬁﬁmﬂsxLﬁumm‘[mﬁm%’mq
ﬁu’mmmsé’ﬂLmﬂﬂszmﬂusﬁmﬁ'mq ﬁaﬂ%’mq

_ - 0ipgang sundy
2BITNBN AR EA UMD TUUAITIF :
UszRunssunszunaalellsansn

- 1WA AaLuWY

The Sculpture of “Phra Malai having mercy upon the sinful
creatures in the hell”

- Dendao Silpanont

Apa19AaUINT o



Rama and the Fine Arts Department Artists

Rama, the king of Ayutthaya, as presented in the Ramakian mask drama
dance, is an avatar of the Hindu god Narai to suppress evils. Legendarily, Rama
is a son of King Thosarot and Queen Gao Suriya. He has three brothers who
were born from different mother, namely Phra Prot, Phra Laksamana, and Phra
Sattarut. His wife is Sida. Rama is perceived as playing such several important
roles in society as good son, good brother, good husband, and good king. Such
roles are important for the performing of mask drama show as they serve as a
guideline for the show, provide the background of Rama as a god, and
contextualize the performance. The Fine Arts Department has a chief mission to
preserve, present, and disseminate all aspects of the mask drama dance.
Traditional characteristics of the mask show such as movement and dress are
preserved and transmitted through well-trained artists or performers. In the past,
many of the Fine Arts Department artists had played Rama in various episodes of
Ramakian mask drama show in different places and occasions. The Fine Arts
Department artists have carried on the art of mask drama show, and their
knowledge and experience are greatly appreciated. The Fine Arts Department is
gathering information about the artists who had performed Rama and their work.
It is hoped that the information will be beneficial for the study and research on

mask drama show.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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Social and Historical Values of King Narai
Medical Textbook

The King Narai Medicinal Textbook (Tamra Phra Osot Phra Narai) is a
pharmacological text featuring a variety of medical treatment recipes used to
heal King Narai’s illness. The textbook was thus named after the king by Prince
Damrong Rajanubhab when it came in print. Originally, the textbook appear a
short palm leave manuscript inscribed in Thai scripts on a set of 33 palm leaves;
each has only five sentences of text. The manuscript was entitled “Khambhithat
Phra Narai”, and it was systematically organized and well-designed using
different marks to prioritize key points in order for reader to follow. Although the
textbook focuses mainly on medical treatment, it also serves as an important
historical account reflecting the history and society during the Ayutthaya period.
For example, it contains some issues about Buddhist teachings and beliefs
teaching how to let go some difficulties in life. It also records a list of royal
doctors who took care of the king and were promoted higher titles. This suggests
that the Thai society at that time was a stratified multicultural society. The
textbook is highly valued, not only as a source of knowledge about traditional

medical therapy, but also as a historic account of the nation.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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A Hundred Years of Eau Sunthornsanan :
A Musician, A Composer, and A Singer Named

“Suntharaporn”

The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) has recently named Mr.Eau Sunthornsanan the World Outstanding
Cultural Person in Classical Thai Music on January 21, 2010. Mr.Eau
Sunthornsanan, also well-known as “Kru Eau”, is the founder of Suntharaporn
Band, the head of Public Relation Department Musical Band, a composer, and a
great singer. Kru Eau has arranged and composed more than 2,000 songs.
Most of the songs are well-known and popular, such as Songkran Festival songs,
Khor Hai Muan Derm, and Sia Raeng Rak Krai to name just a few. His songs are
considered national properties. A host of private and public organizations have
organized a variety of activities including exhibition, musical show, and production
of special musical albums to celebrate the important occasion of 100 years of

Eau Sunthornsanan.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit

co HApa1sAaUINg
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Prehistoric Periods in Thailand

1. Hunting and food gathering society

1.1 First Period or Palaeolithic dating 400,000 — 600,000 to 10,000
years ago.

Small communities, temporarily living in caves, hunting and food
gathering were found. Flaked and crudely fashioned stone tools were used.

1.2 Second Period or Mesolithic dating 10,000 — 4,500 years ago.

Small communities temporarily living in caves. Food gathering and
hunting were undertaken. Stone tools were made on one — side (Hoabinhian).
Between 7,000 — 4,500 years ago, polished stone axes and pottery were used

in some communities.

2. Agricultural Society

2.1 First Period or Neolithic dating 4,500 — 3,500 years ago.

Small communities (about 100 — 150 persons) living on plains near the
steams, growing rice, domestication, hunting and fishing were found. Polished
Stone tools were used. There is much evidence for long distance trade. The burial
rite involved extended inhumation with a variety of mortuary offerings.

2.2 Second Period or Bronze Age dating 3,500 — 2,500 years ago.

Population expansion (about 250 persons / 1 site), growing rice,
domestication, hunting and fishing. Bronze tools were used. There was increased
trade and evidence for some very rich burials in terms of grave goods.

2.3 Third Period or Iron Age dating 2,500 - 1,500 years ago.

More population expansion (about 500 — 2,000 persons / 1 site) on
different locations, (plain and highland), growing rice, domestication and hunting.
Fishing decreased. Iron tools were used. Expanded external trade links with India
and China brought hard stone and glass beads to Thailand. Salt was the main
resource. A more formal burial rite developed and we find evidence for elite

leaders.

Abstracted by Amphan Kijngam
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Miscellaneous Knowledge from the History :
A Poet’s Archive : “Niras Paklad”

The voyage literature (called as Niras) composed by Thai poets in the
past to describe their journeys and travels to various places serves as an archive
or voyage diary that people in later times can have better understanding
knowledge about past society unavailable in other primary documents.
Traditionally, Niras were composed as poems, and thus composers must be
gifted with “poetic talent”. The pieces of Niras created by poets should be read
with consideration to distinguish facts from fiction. “Niras Paklad” was composed
during the reign of King Rama Il narrating the poet’s travel following the king
from Bangkok to Na Khon Kiankhan. The poet named the manuscript “Niras
Paklad” and mentioned the source of this Niras at the end of manuscript that the
poem was composed upon request by the king. The main text of this poem is
similar in style and format to other Niras of the early Rattanakosin period. That is,
it begins with the narratives about lover, and then describes what was seen.
Niras Paklad is an important historical archive telling us about what past society

at that time was like.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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The Kasat Suek Bridge

The Kasat Suek Bridge was built during the reign of King Rama VII,
comprising two sections; section one that crosses rail road, and section two
crossing the Phadung Krung Kasem Canal near Rama | Road in the Pomprab
Sattrupai District of Bangkok. The construction of the bridge was an addition to
the building of the Rama VI Bridge to ease the traffic. The construction of
Kasat Suek Bridge began in 1927, and it was made of concrete reinforced with
iron wires. There is one pathway on each side of the bridge linking to the Rama |
Road. At the east foot of the bridge there was a pathway leading to Rong Muang
Road in order to provide the communication between Rama | Road and Rong
Muang Road. At the west foot of the bridge there was a pathway linking to the
dam bridge to cross the Phadung Krung Kasem Canal. The total construction cost
of the bridge was 272,547 baht. The bridge is the first concrete bridge for motor
vehicles in the country and is the first rail-crossing bridge in Thailand. Part of
bridge that crosses the Phadung Krung Kasem Canal was built in 1928 with a
total cost of 53,370 baht. The bridge was named “Sapan Kasat Suek” by King
Rama VII to honor King Rama | who is also known as Phraya Kasat Suek. The

opening ceremony for the bridge was held on April 6, 1929.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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The Sculpture of “Phra Malai having mercy upon

I”

the sinful creatures in the hel

Early literatures on Phra Malai composed in Thailand during the 15" to 17"
century, for example, Malaiyadevatatheravattu and Malaiyavattutipanidika, were aimed at
giving the teaching of doing good and the benefit of doing so. These books are on the
mercy of Phra Malaidevathera, an enlightened Ceylonese Buddhist monk, performing
miracles by releasing all sinful creatures from hell to heaven. Once upon the time, Phra
Malai received a lotus bud from a poor man. He brought the lotus bud to bless the
Chulamani Stupa enshrining in Tavatimsa Heaven, and he met and had a discourse with
Indra on what goodness a human being could perform to become deities with treasures in
the heaven. Besides, Phra Malai had a discourse with Phra Sri Metriya, the future Buddha,
on the future peace and prosperity when the religion of Phra Metriya will be brought forth
on earth, and on how a person will be reincarnate to the time of Phra Metriya. The
objective of this discourse was to ask Phra Malai to bring the message to the human
beings. Later, the literatures of Phra Malai written during the 17" to 18" century, for
example, the Poem of Phra Malai, the Story of Phra Malai or Anudika Malai, and Phra
Malai (the preaching edition), had been developed by portraiting Phra Malai as a
miraculous enlightened Buddha monk, who could perform as great miracle as Phra
Mokkhalana, the major disciple of the Lord Buddha. Phra Malai regularly travelled to the
hell to salvage the sinful creatures. The later version of Phra Malai story changed the
emphasis from the good in the early version to the bad deed resulting in the bad life in the
hell.

The Sculpture of “Phra Malai having mercy upon the sinful creatures in the hell”
may have been consecrated from the inspiration from the Story of Phra Malai or
Anudika Malai, which describing the detail of the hell and does not appear in any other
Phra Malai stories. In this story, when Phra Malai visited the hell, there was a big lotus,
which as big as the discus, appearing to support and to pay respect to Phra Malai. The
great hell is in cubic shape with the length of 100 leagues on each side and shielded with
9 leagues thick steel. The hell is divided into 8 levels, depending upon the sin of the
creatures, and there are 4 gates at each point of the compass with the fire connecting on
each point. The outer side of the great hell is the land of the death with all punishments
are conducted. This story is believed to be composed around the 18" to 19" century;

therefore, this sculpture should have been consecrated around the 19" century.

ol HAnuaTAaLING
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