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This year’s second issue of Silpakorn Journal (March — April 2012) is
a special issue presenting various major features on royal cremation ceremony
for Her Royal Highness Princess Bejaratana, that was performed on
9 April 2012. This special issue is thus dedicated to the Princess and is to
honor and commemorate her great virtues and contribution to Thai people,
as well as to publicize a variety of activities performed by Fine Arts Department
to pay homage to the princess with pride. The editorial team would like extend
heartfelt thanks to Office of Personal Administration to Her Royal Highness
Princess Bejaratana for kind permission to use a picture of Her Royal Highness
Princess Bejaratana as the front cover picture of this issue of Silpakorn Journal,
as well as other pictures to illustrate some articles in this issue.

Issue Editor
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Her Royal Highness Princess
Bejaratana’s Royal Residences

Gt

King Vajiravudh (Rama VI) graciously prepared the Thepsathan Royal Pavilion for Phra Nang
Chao Suvadhana to give birth to the princess, and on 24 November 1925, Phra Nang Chao
Suvadhana gave birth to a royal baby princess. The royal mother had to raise the baby alone and
moved to several residences as the princess grew up. During the period from 1925 — 1934
the princess was raised in the royal residence in the compound of Grand Palace, Dusit Palace,
Suan Sunandha Palace, and Srapratum Villa.

Later, following the political transition in Thailand, Princess Bejaratana moved to other

residences including three residences of the similar name, Suan Ruenrudi, the name given by
King Vajiravudh. The first one is Suan Ruenrudi Villa, where HRH the Princess lived between
1934 - 1938. The villa is now on Sukhothai Road, and it was constructed using the king’s
personal savings. The residence was designed by Mr. Jitrasen Apaiwong, and it reflects a mixture
of American architectural style and modern architecture equipped with modern furniture and
a piano. The second residence is Ban Ruenrudi built in British architectural style and equipped
with furniture and decorative items originally moved from Lewes Crescent in England on Dyke
Road Avenue in Brighton is another residence where Princess Bejaratana lived during her study
and health treatment. The third royal residence is Ruenrudi Palace in Soi Santisuk on Sukhumvit
Road, where the princess moved into in 1959 and stayed until the end of her life. The residence
was designed by Rear Admiral Sombhop Bhirom, is in modern style and was elaborately
decorated. i is equipped with Classic style furniture and decorative items removed from England.
The residence also has a room where relics of King Vajiravudh and Phra Nang Chao Sunandha
are kept.

It should be noted that between the years 1938 — 1955, before HRH Princess Bejaratana
moved into Ban Ruenrudi in England, the princess stayed at Fair Hill Villa in Camberley, Surrey,
and Lewes Crescent, a Georgion style apartment, on the shore in Brighton for 14 years.
The princess enjoyed decorating and arranging her room with various furniture and decorative
itemns.

HRH Prince Bejaratana also had a two-bedroom summer villa in Hua Hin of Prachuadb
Khirikhan Province. The villa is called Bdjaralai Villa, which was renovated from a wooden
two-storied house.

Each of the royal residences is unique in architectural style and interior decoration.
However, all share some features; they are highly, beautifully decoroted, are filled with
comfortable atmosphere, and are surrounded by naturally cozy environment.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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The Making of Sandalwood
and Golden Urns

7

In the royal cremation of Her Royal Highness Princess Bejaratana, the government
had the Fine Arts Department construct a royal crematorium for the royal cremation
ceremony, restore royal carriages and palanquins, as well as prepare associated
fine artworks for use in the ceremony. One of the most important items for the
ceremony is royal urn. Two royal urns are made for this particular royal ceremony;
one is made of sandalwood, to be used with the inner royal urn, and the other one is
made of metal with gold enamel to be used to store the royal relics.

The sandalwood urn serves as an outer part decorating the inner urn that contains
the royal body. It adds the beauty to the large urn and provides scented smell when
fired. It is made of a number of thin slices of sandalwood carved into different sizes and
reassembled into a form of an urn.

The golden urn is a small urn used for containing royal relics after cremation.
The urn will be enshrined and kept for further royal ceremonies, including royal
merit-making ceremony.

These two types of urns are made exclusively every time there is a royal
cremation ceremony following the rank and position of royal family members.
The royal cremation ceremony is a long-held tradition of the kingdom of Thailand

and it has always been with the nation.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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An Anecdote from History
Royal Cremation Ceremony as Mentioned
in Ayutthaya Period Historical Documents

e

Royal cremation ceremony is a tradition that has long been practiced since ancient

times. The construction of royal crematorium depends on rank and order of royal family
members. The ceremony involves several cultural and artistic works and processes that
are well-planned and best carried out to show the nation’s well-established civilization.

Historic documents that mention details of royal funeral ceremony and cremation
during the Ayutthaya Period are rare; probably they were destroyed or burnt during
the time the kingdom was collapsed. During the Early Rattanakosin Period, attempts were
made to collect remaining documents, and oral history about the royal funeral ceremony
was recorded and practiced.

However, there are three important documents written during Ayutthaya Period that
provide details and knowledge about royal cremation as follow :

1. Laws on Royal Funeral of Ayutthaya Kings is an archive on royal cremation of
Somdet Chaofah Sudawadee Krom Luang Yothathep, which was organized following the
order of King Boromakot. The document describes mortuary treatment of the royal body,
the construction of crematorium, the royal funeral procession, royal cremation, and the
carrying of the royal relics back to the palace.

2. Testimony of Khun Luang Wat Pradu Songtham is a Late Ayutthaya Period
document during the reign of king Boromakot. It mentions about royal funeral
ceremony and practice including funeral offerings/goods, royal procession of royal
body, and cremation rituals.

3. Testimony of Khun Luang Ha Wat provides all details about the royal cremation
of King Boromakot.

The three documents provide us with information about traditional royal
cremation, as well as the practical processes of cremation. The royal cremation ceremony

is regarded as a valuable cultural heritage of the nation.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnri
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Old Photo Mirrors the Past:
In Remembrance of Her Royal Highness
Prince Bejaratana

S

Her Royal Highness Princess Bejaratana is the sole daughter of King Vajiravudh (Rama VI) and
Phra Nang Chao Suvadhana. The princess was born on 24 November 1925 and was graciously named
by King Prajadhipok (Rama VII) as “Somdej Chao Fah Bejaratana Rajasuda Sirisobhabannavadi”, which
literally means “daughter of the king, who is like a precious jewel, with good birth and fortune”, with
the prefix “Somdej Phra Chao Bhatika Ther” meaning “a woman born of an elder brother in the line
of royal hierarchy”. However, when King Rama VIII succeeded to the throne, the princess’s prefix was
changed to “Semdej Phra Chao Bhaginee Ther”, which means “young sister”, representing the princess
as younger sister of King Rama IX by royal hierarchy.

During her childhood, Princess Bejaratana stayed at Suan Ruenrudi Villa. The princess took
piano lessons and learned and practiced Thai writing at the villa.  Since the princess was not in good
health, Phra Nang Chao Suvadhana took her to England to study English grammar and literature, French,
and piano. Princess Bejaratana is evidently genius in piano playing, and calculation of centenary
calendar. The princess also had a good sense of memory and direction. During their stay in England
when England was in the state war in World War I, the life of the princess and her mother was
negatively offected by the war. However, the princess and the mother were kind enough to volunteer
for the Red Cross of England in helping those who were affected by the war. The two royal members
were well recognized and highly admired for their generosity and kindness.

When her health was improved and situation in Thailand became stable and better, the princess
and her mother returned to Thailand and had @ permanent home at Ruenrudi Villa in Soi Sukhumvit 38
in Bangkok. Since then, the princess had sacrificed her time and made every effort, as a royal member,
to best perform royal duties. Princess Bejaratana paid visits to local people in all regions across

the country and provides assistance in all forms to the people. The princess is Thailand's picneer
in fund-raising fashion show; the princess even gave a permit to use her villa for the activity. The funds
were allocated to various non-profit public organizations. HRH Princess Bejaratana also set up
the Vajiravudh Nusorn building and founded the King Vagjiravudh Foundation under Royal Patronage,
and supported more than 50 non-profit institutions and organizations under which HRH Princess
Bejaratana served as Honorary Chairperson, Committee Chairpersen, and Patroness.

HRH Princess Bejaratana is a nice royal member with beautiful mind, is a grateful royal body,
is praised for her punctuality, is well aware of value of time, is well-known for her pride in Thainess,
is serious about strict and correct usage of Thai language, is a pious and benevolent Buddhist.
The princess is highly admired and respected by His Majesty King Bhumibol, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit,
and other royal family members.

Her Royal Highness Princess Bejaratana passed away peacefully at the age of 85 on Wednesday,
27 July 2011, at Sirirgj Hospital. Thai people across the nation were mourning and harmoniously
paid homage to the princess and sent her to heaven in the royal cremation ceremony on Monday,
9 April 2012,

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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Masterpiece in the Fine Arts Department :
Palanquin (Wo, Siwika)

G

“Wo” is a kind of palanquins with a roof in the form of a house. It has been found

in Thailand and neighboring areas since at least the Lopburi Period in the ol
century AD. Prince Damrong Rajanubhab had classified palanquins as sharing four main
characteristics including 1) sitters sitting in flat position, 2) bearing carrying racks,
3) having a roof and curtains, and 4) being used for normal transportation. Usage of each
type of palanquins depends on class or ranking of persons; there are specific type
of palanquins for nobles, for royal members, and for kings.

Palanquins for the nobles are called Krae Kanya and Yua. These types of palanquins
might have been used since the reign of King Borommatrailokkanat.

Palanquins for royal family members are, for example, Phra Rajayan Mi Chamlong
that is used female royals. This type of palanguins might have been used since Ayutthaya
Period as the name was mentioned the law of the kingdom. During Rattanakesin Period,
palanquins of this type are known as Wo and Siwika.

Palanquins for kings are known as the Royal Palanquin. This type of palanquins
is exclusively used by kings in the royal procession. It has four poles, a five-layered gable
roof, is made of elaborately carved and gilded wood.

Wo Siwika is the Royal Palanquin fully decorated with gild lacquer, and is also known
as Wosiwikakan. This palanquin has a two-layered roof fully decorated with finials and
ridges, with a backrest and border on all sides, and has a lion-shaped base. Carrying racks
are attached to the palanquin, for eight bearers. This Royal Palanquin is used by high
ranking royals, and it is also used to carry the royal body and sometimes for transfer
the royal urn of female royals.

During the reign of King Rama V there were two royal palanguins, known as
“Wo Songwiset” and “Wo Prawetwang”. The former, like Wo Siwika, is fully decorated
and was used by the king. The latter, which was built in 1897, has a three-layered roof,
and was used by the three kings of Chakri Dynasty (King Rama Ill, King Rama IV, and King
Rama V).

In addition, Wo or Palanquins are used by titled monks such as the Supreme
Patriarch who uses palanquin decorated with finials, and Somdej Phra Raja Kana or the
Patriarchs who use palanquin with no finials on the roof.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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