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Pili in Early South - East Asia and in Sukhothai
Peter Skilling

her Fourth Birth Cycle. Her Royal Highness is herself a scholar of Pal and several of the other
languages mentioned in this paper
1 would aso like 1o pay homage to my illustrious predecesso

without whom this study
would not be possible, above all to Prince Damrong Rajanubhap, George Cocdés, and Sacng.
Manavidura. Fifty years ago, in 2503, the later spoke at the “First Seminar on the Archacology of
‘Sukhothai’, where he delivered a paper enttled ‘Did the

‘Seven Tamnan?”

‘Sangha of the Sukhothai period recite the

1. Buddhist Languages in Context

ddha was bor in Lumbini Grove near Kapilavasty,in present.day Nepal. He spent
much of of Magadha, the * of Madhyadesa
of India. It i likely that he taught in more than one dialect, adapting his language 1o that of his

spoken in Magadh

of Rajagrha and Vaisai &
Emperor Afoka. Monks the Dharma in local language iber of Vinaya

their own collections of scriptures in a variety of Indian languages and scripts. By the time these.

CE onvards,
of Prakits,including Pali and North-Western Praksit or Gandhar

o —————

rnbaassr s  rdosdafid < vor



Today most to these scriptures are lost. The only Tripitaka (o survive in a complete
form — at least as described by Acrya Buddhaghosa in the fth century CE-—is the ‘Pali canon” of
the Mahvihiravisin Theravdin school, preserved in Ceylon and South-East Asia. The Tripitakas
of other schools survive only in fragments, whether i original Indic languages or in Chinese or
" o

iterature (see Table 1).
As the Dharma spread across Asia it was transmi iew languages. In additon to
Sanskrit and Prakrit, Buddhist communities in Central Asia used Khotanese, Tokharian,

Uighur, Sogdian, and Tibetan. When the Dharma reached China it was translated into Chinese, by
the second century CE or carlier, and over the centuries the great Chinese Tripitaka came into
being. This Tripitaka was eventually propagated in Viewam, Korea, and Japan. Buddhist texts
Manchu, and late impes

ditions were produced in Chinese, Tangut, Tibetan, Mongolian, and Manchu.

In Nepal texts were preserved in Sanskrit and Buddhist Sanskrit, and a vibrant
narratve-cum-ritual literature in Newari developed. In Sri Lanka texis were preserved in Pili
and composed in Old period, and in Sinhala iod, In South-

Buddhist communities continued to transmit texts in Pal,including new texts from Ceylon. They
Soon began 1o use vermaculars like Arakanese, Burmese, Javanese, Khmer, and Thai, including the
several dislects of the Tai and Lao language groups.

One notable characterstc of the Theravidin Samghas of Sri Lanka and Suvamabhumi

and writing texts in Pili even as veracular lteraures developed and flourished. In contrast, the
Chinese and Tibetan traditions translaed and studied the texts received from India into their own
languages. ifatall,or

teaching of the Buddha was seen as necessary and important by Buddhist communities from the
carlist period. This,after ll is obvi

taken as a whole,
p - West written in
waditional”
languages such as Thai, Chincse, or Japanese, as well as in moder Indian languages like Hindi,
Marathi, and Bengali. Buddhist I "

[ R R A p—



I1. Buddbism and writing

In India and Central Asia two seripts were used, Kharosthi and Brihni. The use of the.
former, essentially a regional script, waned by the third century CE and by the sixth or seventh
century it died out .nmmﬂ Brahai, in contrast evolved into Northern and Southern Bril
and is the parent not only of most of the scripts of India but also those of Tibet, Lanks, and Soutl
East Asia. The Northern variety developed into the Kusins, Gupta, and Nagar scripts, and finally
the regional alphabets of modern North Indian Languages. One descendant of Southern

the Pallava script, was used extensively in South-East Asia from the fourth century or earlir, and

“There is nothing Buddhist about these seripts, which were used for different languages for
secular purposes or shared by the Buddhist, Jaina, and Brahmanical religions. Buddhist certanly
encouraged the practice of writng, and biographies like the Laltavistara recount how the Blessed

records
Indian dedicati

inseriptions is engraved on Buddhist monuments

the great caityas and the
BCE.

“The Tibetan monk Mongoli
and in Japan Kukai or Kobo Daishiis associated by tradition or legend withthe origins of the Kana
syllabaris. The Mon scriptirst appears in Buddhistdedications in Central Thailand,as docs, centuries
lter, Pagan. In
by the ideology of merit.

0L Inseriptions

ipport or type of material used.
1. but for example on

e i ples of Pagan Insome
ses they once bore dates which are now lostor fragmentary. Inseriptions may be monolingual,

g multilingual-—using one, two, or several languages. Inscriptions may be classified by
Script (see preceding section).

I 4 vasites of Prakris, is

Tost. This i and palm-leaf Such.
records as do survive are inseriptions on more durable materials such as stone and metal. These.

and ritual and social practces.

Ao oot | mrdasgii < me b ed




IV The inseription of Pali

Pl is not associated with any single script. I the carlest period Pali texts, including the.
carlist forms of the Tripitaka, were transmitted orally. According o later texts of the Mihavihira
School, the Pali texts were first writen down in Ceylon in the first Century BCE, presumably in a

e ofthe carly Prakrit (O1d

In the irs millennium CE, Pali was inscribed in South-East Asi in the Pallava and Late
Pallava sripts. In the second millennium Pl was writen in Siam in vareties o the Khom script,
including “Khom Sukhothai", Khom Ayuithaya’, and *Khom Ratanakosin' . In Camibodia Pali was.
i the cognate Khmer script.In Siam and Burma Pali i written in Mon and Burmese, and in

dihel Tham seri

and printed n the Ariyyaka, invented by King Rama IV when he was a morik, and by the end of the
ninetcenth century, with the age of prin,in Thai seript.
The carly Pil I

Second milleanium we meet with bilinguls, and find Pili used in conjunction with Khmer, Mon,
Lanna Thai, Isan, and Thai. Tn the old Thai bilinguals the Pal is in one seript, the vernacular in
another. Both Pl and Sanskrit loan-words are used.

they. original
material.

In carly South-E: citation Known to date

ai * Smaer

numbers, all in Sansksit, have ben found in Java, Bomeo, and the middle Malay peninsula.* Very

few have been found in Laos of Cambodia or Vietna, in the areas known to historians as Funan,
Chenla, and Champa.

“Thep in Phetchabun province. Two Pali inscriptions from Si Thep are at present on display here in
Sukhothai in the Ramkhamhacng National Muscum. One is the yedhamm verse, engraved on the
base of an image of the scated Buddha, unfortunately fragmentary. The other is the formula of
conditioned arising (paticcassamuppida), inscribed on both sides of a broken cirular stone. The
Same formula bl in Si Thep.

i noteworthy that no significant Pl inscriptions, citation or composition, are found
in Sri Lanka. The richest heritage of inscribed PAli texts is that of old Lower Burma and the

iy o .11

[ot———
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Chao Phraya valley and contiguous areas. In Siam the Pali radi
where bilinguals (Mon and Pl
gan

i continucd in Haribhuiaya,
were produced. In Burma Pl flourished at the great capital of

V Pl in Sukhothai
hat does what we have discussed 50 far have 1o do with Sukhothai? By sketching the
distibution of Buddhistlanguages.

the Common
En e se of|

including neighbouring areas and sites such as Muang Phra Rot, Muang Sema, and Chaiyaphum.

10 thirtecnth century. This demonsirates clealy that the Pali of Sukhothai (and of neighbouring
L of nowhere,

the region
In Sukhothai inscriptions i is written in the Khom seript. We find both citation and

da. a perennial favourie. The ye dhamm ceases 10 be inscribed, and is replaced the twenty-four

Tong, and are composed in verse. That i, in Sukhothai we see the emergence of Pali composition
and metrics.

“The Wat Pa Mamuang inscription, dated CE 1361, is composed in several metres and
in prose." The Buddhapida inscription now kept in Wat Bovaranives. Bangkok, is dated CE 1426,
i in prose and verse.” Several bilingual inscriptions open with PAli sanzas of homage. Citation

VI Neighbours

entury the enire Triptaka was engraved on marble slabs.

wrast, Camboia has few Pali inscripions, early or late. Only one from the early

Prakit)"* The next inscription, and the earliest known dated Pali record, bears the date Saka Era
1230 (1308), and records the religious foundations and meritorious scts of King Sriérindravarman

Tornbssainmanlab  mrpdasdasitu < mm b S8



(Sirsirindavamma). From Kok Svay Cek, south of the Western Barai near Angkor Wat, the record
1

Pali verse:

ok i Khmer prose.”>

during which the Mahavihira Theravidin Vinaya lineage of Sri Lanka was introduced (0 (o ose 1o

Khmer inscripions from the early fourteenth century use Pili loan-words and terms used up (0 the

Later Khmer inscriptions are rich in reference to Pal iterature.
Few Pl Known from Laos.

There ar several composion inscrptons from the sitcenh century on. The Pili asrpions of
Extréme-Orient, and we await

the resuls of is rescarch.

— hecltron of o e e
Nt sk 1 e 3553 (1993171157

¥ Goore ot - s

K75, o Conti Incriptions d Cobodge, WLV . 3436375
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Table 1. Early Buddhist Languages
L1 Indic

‘Gandnit is wrttenin Kharosyh. All other languages are writen in scripts belonging to the Brii

Evidence

Inscriptions, birch-bark and palm-leaf MSS (from 1t ¢.CE)
Inscriptions (2nd c. CE), manuseripts (7th ¢ CE)
Inscriptions, ‘Patna Dharmapada’

Mahasamghika Vinaya, Mahavastu

Inscriptions, Sarvastivida Tripitaka

Inscripions, Sista iterature such as Abhidharmakoéa
Inseriptions

Inscriptions, manuseripts
Manuscripts
Inscriptons, manuscripts

Inscriptons, manuseripts, Tibetan Tripitaka.

Inscriptions, manuseripts. Chinese Tripitaka.
Inscripions, manuscripts.

Inscriptons, manuseripts.
Japan Inscripions, manuscripts.

Nes Inseriptons, manuscripts.
Bhutanese (Dzongkha)  Inscriptions, manuscripts.
15 South-East Asian
Mon Insriptions
Khmer Inscriptions
Old Javanese. Inseriptions

Turunbsssin et : rffacdii < mor b B8



‘Table 2. Pali Inscriptions before the eleventh century CE

m
~ (ot “Kathmandu Manuscript : catest srvivng
Pal Palmlean
- o many S cipions, i Wittt st
s s Ppiami Kk )
Indonesia =
of Abhayaginlincage from Ceylon)
Vietnam ~ (Note: Prakrt gold plae inseiption)
Cambodia Anghor Borei (1) (Note: Prakrit Too Phra Theat inscrption)
Burma Setksetra (many)
Siam Dviravat (many)

“Table 3. Pali Inscriptions afte the eleventh century CE
few

Burma many From carly Pagan to present
Siam many From Sukhothai, Ayuthaya, © present.
Cambodia few

few
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rahmanism in Sukhothai
by Prof. Dr. Satya Vrat Shastri

' of The
ow. that 1 eas first hre. At s
e o e place-Wat Mahahat. | have some mermory of i, bt  do st

This ime because of my nerst n the deveopment of Brahmanism i Soutst Asi 1
though it was better

‘esterday T went out to the p s was Mahaks
ey much. This Devalaya is mentioned in the sone inscripion of 1361 AD.of King Lihs. This
inseription recorded the presence of the images of $iva and Visnu in the shine for Brahmanas to
‘worship. The inseription rcads “In ... saka, @ year of the 0%, o Friday the .. of the waxing moon of
asidha, in the thsa of pirvasidha, the sunrise the King erected an image of Mahesvara and the
inage f i in the Devleyanahikers of the Mngo Grov..or all he acetcs and he

ramis * (nseription of Wat Py D 1361
the Khmer language.

Hindu gods,
in the National Museum at Bangkok. The important monument s the base o the hall where those
images were sitated. The hall is in the mandapa shape which cight columns, made of brick and
laterite stone. ¢ 1970,
“Th e imporant i tat s was Wat i Sawai This i situsted 300 metes to e
Southwestof Wat Mahs
of art at the main Prang that consists of three towers of Lopburi style of at. In front there are two.
bases of vihdras located next 1o each other and surrounded with brick or slte boundary wall, The

s a lintel showing Visnu sleeping over the ocean, fragments of bronze idols and the linga and the
Buddha images in the Lopburistyle. King Rama the sixth of the Chakri Dynasty visited this temple
when he was the Crown prince he found the image of Svayambhu-Siva in the vihara. And i is as-
sumed that Wat Si Sawai was once the ancient site of the Brahmanas.

T S N NP



The next shrine that 1 was visited was Ta Pha Daeng shrine. Thisis situated north of Wat
Mahathat, Tt is Phra Sue Muang shrine. sty of

d godd wat
artof around the 11th century AD.

the town of Sukhothai i Ider
the

Sukhothai period.
The clustr of the ancient site i the middle is surrounded by two moats: the outer moat is

the

ship of the Hind Since King,
believe

Lord Buddha, This

Phra Phai L the 13914 century AD,
outer rampast of Sukhothai. It s considered (o be a group of ancient difice of great significant be-

ukhothai art. Pras
form imitating Sikhara Vimina of the old period. At the present two of them are sl in a ruin with

of the Buddha

n

of

Brahma. These have to confirm the supposition that around the 13th century AD commnity in
K

ke those at Prasat Wat Mahathat at Lopburi Province and at a Prasat in Angkor
e

the castof the Prasat located the

I had noticed some of the artfucts:
1) Thei bl art, 10°-11%

the Linga or the Yoni.
)

2
3) The Visnu image

O 44 Trhusmmmntaini g

s & o



hara, bronze,
14h-15th century AD.
B

besides these:
) The figure of Visnu, the anantasayana Visnu on Sesa. This is reminded me of the

one preserved in the Ramkhamhaeng Muscur.
Here what I notices was that Visnu is lining on such a bed in the ocean with the Laksmi
holding the feet i

the counterpart at Prasat Phanom Rung. There, at least three faces of Brahma ae visible, however,

Yo, by the si The

of the images of the
old period. Then Brah from the lotus,
and Siva just by the side, separately, outside the center of the fgure, that is one figure, a figure of
Yogi. If the figure represcated Siva, then the tree gods be within one place, so Siva, Visnu and
Brahma, and with Laksmi and otherwise Visnu has another female- Dharani. Normally, two
female deitis, one would be Lakymi and the other would be Dhian, the carth. They would be at
the service of the lord, presented at the feet. Here is only just one female goddess, and that is
Laksmi over: the lora.
"

very happy memory of my visit o Suklothai which I shall always cherish. The visit has been very

impression believe to get over here. Thank you.
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