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Objective : To disseminate academic data and information on the fine arts Thailand. To conserve

and nurture the existing national heritage of Thailand.
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Best Wishes to all readers for the New Year 2020! This is the first issue of the 63" Volume
in January - February 2020. Another special occasion of the Fine Arts Department and Thai
people now comes with the discovery of a new inscription late 2019 at Wat Phra Ngam in Nakhon
Pathom Province by the 2™ Regional Office of Fine Arts, Suphanburi. It is considered the most
beautiful Pallava inscription of the 12" Buddhist century in the Southeast Asia as agreed upon
by inscription studies educators. That’s why we have ended up this issue with images and
informative article relating to the stated inscription. Presented more herewith are other
motivating contents that well reflected missions of the Fine Arts Department. For some
instances; the inclusive New Data and Perspective in Archaeological Mission: A Case Study of
U-Thong, Chui Chai Dance in Thai Performing Arts, Evidence-Based Change of the Ancient
Zodiac in the Royal Calendar while the journal also furnished with our regular columns.

The cited writings however ensued from outsiders and the Fine Arts educators’ study,
research and editing which are resourceful in building upon the complete body of knowledge
later days for those interested. Your comments or suggestions are most welcome and please
feel free to advise the editorial team. We will always strive to improve and develop Silpakorn
Journal even better in the chance to come.

Hopefully the presented articles will update you with new knowledge and understanding
in arts and culture of the nation. Thank you so much for your continued support and constructive
participation in our magazine.

Issue Editorial Team
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INSCRIPTION AT WAT PHRA NGAM

Inscripted in the Pallava script, Sansakrit, the inscription which was built
during the 12" Buddhist century recently discovered at Wat Phra Ngam. A high
praise was described on the inscription about a renowned king known for his
gratitude, bravery and victory in war, capable ruler, thereof brought him honor
and acclaim. The king also built other objects which comprised statue of cow
and Asian quail as offerings to Pashupati, a god in Bhramin-Hinduism. Besides,
the inscription mentioned about Dvaravati, a great and flourished kingdom that

was widely well known at that time.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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TRIPITAKA
(THREE BASKETS OF BUDDHIST CANON)

The first edition of Tripitaka was published in Thai script, Pali in the reign of King
Chulalongkorn (Rama V) by sorting out the Tripitaka and published in the form of book which
took as long as six years from 1888 to 1893. The main task covered copying the Tripitaka in
Khmer, Pali on palm leaf manuscripts to Thai script, Pali, then reviewed, corrected and published
in a set of 39 books totally 1,000 sets as part of the celebration on the 25" anniversary of King
Chulalongkorn’s accession to the throne in the year 112 of the Ratanakosin Era (1893).

Contents of the Tripitaka or Dharma discipline serve as the practical guidelines to
attain the ultimate spiritual goal in Buddhism which is Nirvana according to Pali canon saying
“sappa thuk nissarana nirvana satchachi karana tathaya” translated as “deeds to attain nirvana
blowing out all sufferings”. Hence, the Tripitaka is regarded the most sacred text of Buddhism.
It is respected, preserved and developed according to global advancement by Buddhists from
time to time in different ways ranging from memorizing, word of mouth or written records to
printing from keyboard and make a big number of records possible accordingly. For this reason,
passing down Buddhism by memorizing, word of mouth, copying and written records was no
longer practiced. Meanwhile, publishing the Tripitaka in books arose to replace the ancient
palm-leaf records or Samut Khoi (Thai long book made of pulp from trees of the family
Uricaceae). Regarding this issue, passing down the Tripitaka was undertaken by compiling the
Buddha’s teachings parts into separate categories. Indeed, it was helpful to memorize for further
dissemination which was called the Sangha Council for commentary on the Buddhist discipline.
At least, there happened to be more than ten occurrences of commentaries by the Sangha
Council in the Buddhist countries namely; Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Lao PDR, Vietnam and
Tibet. Nonetheless, only five commentaries were admitted for accurate review and sorting
out Buddha’s teachings in line with the Lord Buddha’s words. Around B.E. 500 after the Fifth
Council which was internationally acknowledged, those countries organized the review in their
own kingdom, thus caused a problem on counting different times of the commentary.
For Thailand, compilation of the Tripitaka review took place eleven times. The Tenth Council
organized in Thailand turned out to be the third time for the Tripitaka review here. It was the
first of its kind that King Chulalongkorn had graciously altered the palm-leaf Tripitaka in Khmer
to Thai scripts using Thai Phinthu (unambiguos transliteration of Pali-Sanskrit to Thai and vice
versa) and published in books. This was the important transition in the history of the ancient
script circle as the Sangha and laypeople scholars gathered to transform Khmer to Thai scripts.
At the same time, they examined if any mistakes emerged in the Tripitaka. Upon finalized, the
Thai Tripitaka was published for the first time in the world. By the royal command, the edition
was soon distributed to major royal monasteries across the country, including libraries and
overseas universities in England, France, Germany, Denmark, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, the

United States of America, Japan and Russia, for instance.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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NEW DATA AND PERSPECTIVE
IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL MISSION:
A CASE STUDY OF U-THONG

U-Thong Ancient City, Suphanburi Province, one of the most important
cities in Dvaravati Period since a huge number of archaeological evidence
and artifacts in Dvaravati culture was discovered here. Following archaeological
excavations over the past decade, new data exposed on several issues; such as
infant burial dated in Pre Dvaravati Period, ancient monument in Dvaravati Period
that never before discovered, the whole cow buried during Dvaravati Period, glass
beads production and steel smelting. Synthesis of the mentioned data is helpful
guidance for the study of dating site identification, detailed interpretation
on cultural and socio-economic development in this ancient community.
As a result, five following phases are identified; pre-history, transitional history,
Early Dvaravati, Middle Dvaravati and Late Dvaravati Period.

From investigation, the golden age of the ancient community was in the
Middle Dvaravati Period approximately the 13" - 15" Buddhist century following
the discovery of moat and clay embankment for the first time as well as the
artifact evidence dedicated to Mahayana Buddhism. Moreove, the unearthed
artifact evidence significantly showed contact and exchange with other regions
along the Silk Road by sea; either with Srivijaya Empire, India, China and the
middle east confoming to results of the study of other contemporary ancient
cities namely Ancient City Nakhon Pathom, Ancient City Dong Lakhorn, Ancient
City Si Thep. Consequently, the spread of Mahayana Buddhism and international
trade along the Silk Road by sea seemed to play a vital role in the development

of the ancient community during Dvaravati Era.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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HASTILINGA BIRD HOLDING
ELEPHANT IN THE MOUTH
AT PRASAT PHIMAI

On November 10, 1988, Thailand successfully fought to take back from
the USA the carved Lintel Narai Banthomsin (Vishnu reclining on the Naga figure
on the Great Ocean). In the year 1973, Professor M.C. Suphatradis Diskul happened
to see the Lintel Narai Banthomsin in the Art Institute of Chicago - a reason for
many parties in Thailand to unite and fight to bring it back to Thailand. One of the
important evidences to claim for the Lintel is a Lintel image taken in 1960 by
Manit Walliphodom. On the same lintel, also appeared the bas-relief carving
“Hastilinga Bird Holding Elephant in the Mouth”. This is a legend that such
bas-relief carving Hastilinga Bird Holding Elephant in the Mouth has never been
found on any Prasat’s lintel except at Prasat Phanom Rung. Today, if taking a look
at the lintel, north of Prasat Phimai, the carving of Hastilinga Bird Holding Elephant
in the Mouth can be noticeable, as same as Prasat Phanom Rung.

However, for the author’s presumption on “Hastilinga Bird Holding Elephant
in the Mouth” appeared on the two lintels at Prasat Phimai and Prasat Phranom
Rung, perhaps the Bird may not be Hastilinga because Hastilinga’s head is as
big as an elephant's trunk and consequently impossible to catch an elephant.
The bird on both lintels could be a big bird inspired the Cambodian culture by
influences of Chinese art then onto Prasat in Thailand later times, since Cambodia
received Chinese art influences around mid of the the 17" - late the 17" Buddhist
century. And the lintels at Prasat Phimai and Prasat Phanom Rung all belong to
Khmer art during the 17" Buddhist century.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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CHUI CHAI DANCE
IN THAI PERFORMING ARTS

The well accepted Chui Chai Thai classical dance truly reflects an artistic
excellence in the aspect of expressing self-conscious emotion of pride over
dancing patterns rather than the verbal expression. The dancer demonstrates
her satisfaction in gorgeously dressing appearance or when disguised to other
character in another person in more beautiful attire. Upon content in another
pretty-costumed transfiguration, the dancer then performs Chui Chai dance to
express her enjoyable feeling.

Perfectly, a kind of precious performing art, “Ram Chui Chai” required a high
capable dancer to attract attention and catch the eyes of the audience. In dance
scene, the dancer must clearly and exquisitely exhibit her pride emotion, and
inner self-adorned through dance movement. A variety of dance styles in Ram
Chui Chai following the oboe rhythm with onomatopoeia lyrics contributed
to outstanding feature of the expressive performance. Likewise, if one can blow
oboe with onomatopoeia lyrics without mistakes, he then verified to be excellent.
The same way, if a Chui Chai dancer can perform gracefully, she is also recognized
an excellent dancer. In general, Ram Chui Chai will have the performance when
a player wishes to express happiness in the beautiful outfit or in the transformation

of a player to assume the appearance of another.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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EVIDENCE-BASED CHANGE
OF THE ANCIENT ZODIAC
IN THE ROYAL CALENDAR

For a long time, the lunar calendar has associated with Thai society,
particularly in finding the days for important religious activity and formal
ceremonies while the solar calendar or the international calendar adopted later
days in this country. That’s why comes to slight errors or possible confusion due
to a combination of both solar and lunar reckonings, especially the different New
Year Day. In the lunar calendar, the new year starts the first lunar month but in
the month of January for the solar calendar inclusive other confusing important
days differently, The royal calendar is an important evidence showing the first day
of the waxing moon of the first lunar month was Thai New Year Day since old times
and also the day to change the year of zodiac. Later on, there was another
alteration to the fifth month as the New Year Day. Therefore, some people i.e.
astrologists switched the year of zodiac to the fifth month as well. Soon after
the transfer of the New Year Day to the first of January in accord with the solar
calendar, some apparently misunderstood the year of zodiac starts on the first of

January as widely viewed the New Year greetings via online media now.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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“TUKATA” THAI CARTOON

The cartoon “Tukata” (doll) by a cartoonist, Phimon Kalasi comprised
four main children namely; “Nu Noi”, “Nu Kai”, his daughters while “Nu Nid” and
“Nu Jaew” is anonymous but alias. Realizing the significance of children and youth,
he determined to draw cartoon with a high hope to broaden the children and
youth’s outlook. At the same time, he rendered active support to the elimination
of printed material harmful to the children and youth. In 2001, Phimon Kalasi’s
manuscript, a part of cartoon drawing in the duration of 1957 - 1986 was given
by his heirs to the National Archives of Thailand for storage and public services
purpose. There are diverse cartoon presentations by Phimon Kalasi, ranging from
long story cartoon, short story cartoon, cartoon with narrative poem, silence
cartoon, one-page or eight-page comic strip, talkative cartoon, colored cartoon,
documentary cartoon, and riddle cartoon. The general public and youth are
welcome for available opportunity to study the value of Thai cartoon in terms of
art and drawing cartoon technique, beneficial and informative cartoon contents
to promote knowledge, moral, and ethics of the interested, and our youth in

particular.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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An Anecdote from History:

THE ROYAL CALENDAR

Definition for the term “calendar” according to the Dictionary by the Royal
Academy 2011 is a printed table showing all the days, weeks, and months
of the year. There are different styles of calendar i.e. wall calendar, desk calendar
and pocket calendar, for instance.

The Royal Calendar first appeared in the reign of King Chulalongkorn
(Rama V) in the Government Gazette, Volume 18, Ratanakosin Era 112 (1902),
page 33, he graciously extended his best wishes for the New Year in
unidentified calendar form. Until the next year, the New Year greetings from the
King was read “Royal gift; a pocket notebook, with his monogram in gold on the
back cover, presented to the royal members and invited officials”. It is believed
this could be the Royal Calendar.

Since then, the Royal Calendar has been continually produced from the
6", the 7", the 8" and the 9" reign. Anyway, there was a pause for three years
in producing the Royal Calendar from the year 2017-2019 due to happening of
major incidents. Until the year 2020, His Majesty King Rama X graciously released
the Royal Calendar for the first year in his reign. The cover is in yellow with his
monogram under the Great Victory Crown. Additional specific details and blank

pages for taking notes are included in the Royal Calendar.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Old Pictures Mirror The Past:

BUDDHA MONTHON;
THE BUDDHA MONUMENT

As approaching the year 2500 in the Buddhist era, or the 2500" anniversary
of the sustainable Buddhism, U Thant, the Secretary General of the United Nations
at that time, had extended an invitation to Buddhists from all over the world to
organize the 2500" Buddha Jayanti Celebration in 1957. For Thailand, to mark the
event, a great celebration was held starting from 1952. Whereas a project was
initiated on the construction of Buddha Monthon Park to function as a spiritual
center for Thai Buddhists and the Buddha Monument for Buddhists around the
world. The celebration to mark the 25" century of Buddhism in Thailand took
place from Sunday the 12" to Saturday the 18" of May 1957.

Even though the 25" Buddhist century celebration completed but the
project on building Buddha Monthon Park remained pending. Thai government
then moved on the construction project of Buddha Monthon Park at Salaya
Sub-district, Nakhon Chaisi District, Nakhon Pathom Province. Unfortunately,
many problems delayed the construction plan. At last, the construction however
completed under collective cooperation by Buddhists from all parties and
organizations nationwide. The Buddha Monument seemed to be one of the lengthy
constructions but then becoming a symbol of Thai Buddhists’ united power.
So, Buddhists in Thailand and across the global deserve to take pride in this
religious site and monumental architecture erected in the past and existed till

the present time.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Masterpiece of the Fine Arts Department :

PHRA PRATHEEP BARGES...
LOY KRATHONG FESTIVAL IN MEMORY

In the reign of King Mongkut (Rama IV), it was instructed by the royal
command to make a replica of the royal barges used in the royal barge
procession - only the ones that built in the reign of King Phra Buddha Yodfah
(King Rama 1) to his reign and still in service. These were called Phra Pratheep
Barges or decorated lit - up barges in Loy Krathong festival. The purpose is for use
in Loy Phra Pratheep (Loy Krathong) Festival that normally taking place around

mid of November and December every year.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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