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Preface

The Trat Museum building is located in Bang Phra Sub-district, Muang Trat
v'l'_)istrict, Trat Province. It was first built in 1922 as the Trat City Hall. The building is
' considered to be a colonial style building composed of wood, standing on rows
of concrete stilts, and a roof without a gable (called “panya” in Thai). Over the
years, the old building became unsafe for public attendance, and the City Hall
offices were moved to a new building. The old City Hall building was registered as
an ancient monument and a national treasure, as announced in the Thai Royal
Government Gazette on 18th December 1996. On 10th of April 2004, the Old
".C'rty Hall was ruined by fire. The people of Trat and the government officers
Ifé:onsidered reconstructing the building in order to establish a museum. The Town
*Nunicipality of Trat supported the project in 2005 with a contribution of about
,116,140,000 Baht to the Department of Fine Arts, Ministry of Culture, for the
reconstruction of the building and landscaping of the surrounding area. The project
“was concluded in 2006. In 2007, the Department of Fine Arts received a request to
'l‘upgrade and transform the facilities into the Trat Museum. The Office of National
‘Museums, a unit of the Department of Fine Arts, was in charge of the academic
‘work and museum displays with a budget of 19,700,000 Baht from 2010 to 2012.
On Sunday 26 August 2013 the Department of Fine Arts transferred the management
of the Trat Museum to the Town Municipality of Trat, in order to set up a learing
resource about the natural and cultural heritage of the Trat people.

This book entitled “Trat Museum” was published on the occasion of the
opening ceremony of the Trat Museum on the same day of the ceremony of the
transferring the management of the museum to the Town Municipality of Trat.

The Fine Arts Department would like to express our great appreciation to
2veryone who was involved in organizing the exhibition at the Trat Museumn and
publishing the book. Hopefully, it will enhance the reader or visitor’s knowledge
understanding of natural and cultural heritage of the Trat people.

VR | —

(Mr. Sahawat Naenna)
Director General of Fine Arts Department
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Trat Museum

Natural and Cultural Heritages of Trat

“Half a hundred islands, precious rubies, sweet zalaccas,
high quality ridgeback dogs, Ko Chang Naval Battle,
the east end of Thailand”
(Trat’s Slogan)

Trat : Multi-Coloured Lives on the Half-a-Hundred-Island City

Trat, the eastend city on the eastcoast of Thailand, was originally
aport and an important strategic location for the public security. Today,
Irat is a peaceful city, plentiful with nature sources including mountains,
orests, coasts, reefs and both big and small islands nearing half a hundred.

Open the City Gate of Trat

Trat is a border city in the east of Thailand, located approximately
15 km. from Bangkok. The province contains 2,862.6 square meters and
§ connected to its neighbouring provinces and one of our neighbouring

The north connected to Khlung District of Chathaburi Province
and the Kingdom of Cambodia.

The south connected to the Gulf of Thailand and the sea border
fthe Kingdom of Cambodia.

The east connected to the Kingdom of Cambodia parted by Banthat

The west connected to Khlung District of Chanthaburi Province.

Trat Museum Trat Province o



Topography

Trat Province is composed of both land and water areas; mountains,
basins, coastal plains, the sea and archipelagos. The topography of Trat
Province is divided into:

- Mountains and Highlands ; the Banthat Mountain lays across in
the north-south direction along the border line, the west side, composed
with of high mountain and were originally heavy with forests, but were
turned into rubber tree and fruit gardens.

- River Basins; the river basin areas are right in the middle and in
the east of the province. The mentioned area is suitable for agriculture,
especially for rice farming.

- The Coastal Plain is formed from sediments of many rivers.
Mangrove forests are grown along the line. Most of the people around the
area earn their living by fishery and aqua farming along the shorelines.

- Archipelagos; Trat Province contains 52 islands in total. Most of the
areas are of mountain and coastal plains that are far off from the mainland,
resulting in the clear blue sea. The archipelagos still provide Trat with an

abundance of natural resources and wildlife

Climate

The weather in Trat Province is not too hot and not too cold, but
rainy because of the wall-like function of the Banthat Mountain. It stops
the Northeast Monsoon that brings winteriness to Thailand each year but
it works the other way around with the Depression Monsoon by decreasing
it's power from the South China Sea. The mentioned causes result in the
rainy weather in Trat that is the area where the southwest monsoon and
the humidity from the Gulf of Thailand meet. As a result, Trat weather is
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very similar to the climate in the east of the southern Thailand. It enters
summer from February to April, rains from May to October and the winter
is shortened into the period from November to January.

Natural Resources

The beautiful, clean and pure nature is a charming attraction of
Trat that has been impressing visitors for a long time. Its complete ecology
ncludes forests, archipelagos and the sea which all provide natural
esources.

Forest Resources

- Most of the forests are tropical rain forests and mixed forests
ontain important wood resources, for example, rubber trees and
horeahypochra Hance types, etc. Ko Chang and the Banthat Mountain,
till remain most of plentiful forests. Apart from the above mentioned,
he Ko Chang Natural Park is a home to rare wild animals such as Ko
hang frogs, goiaviers (a type of bulbuls), Pacific swallows, Stump-tailed
lacaques or Bear macaques, lorises, silver langurs, wild boars and
eviotains, etc.

- Coastal Forests are found along the pebbled or sand-based
orelines. Most of them are sparse forests, which in Indian almonds,
exandrian Laurels, Chaefocarpuscasfanocarpus types, cajaput trees,
il trees are largely found.

- Mangrove forests are found along the silt clay area around the
uth of the river. Trat Province contains the largest amount of mangrove
gsts in the east of Thailand suggested as a living source to breed sea
mals before growing further in the sea. The mangrove forest in Trat
itains a lot of rare types of plants, for example, large-leaf mangroves,
all-leaf mangroves, albas, marinas. etc.
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- Swamp Forest — most of them appear to be “Secondary Swamp
Forest” which has been destroyed by human and regular wildfire. Only
cajapu trees remain in the forest nowadays. The forest can be found
in Ko Chang and Khao Saming Districts under the name of “Phru Khag

Saming”

Gemstones

Following the geographical movement, the olivine basaltic process
gemstones appear in protrude from various locations in the groun
Thus, these areas, like Bo Rai District and some of the areas in Khao Sami
District, have flourished with gemstones, especially the Red Gems or Sian
Rubies that attract people from everywhere to visit Trat, giving Trat ifs

popularity today.

Marine and Coastal Resources

Various types of sea creatures— Trat is rich with many economically
valued sea creatures, e.g. Lutjanuslineolatusbigeye snappers, coloured loac =
silver sillagos, spotted coral groupers, red coral groupers, mackerels
barracudas, big fin reef squids, rainbow cuttlefish, splendid squids ot
Scaly giant clams, lobsters, mantis shrimps, crabs, coral groupers
lionfish, parrotfish, marine sponges, sea urchins, sea stars etc. are mostl
found along the reeves.

- Dolphins — they are largely found in Trat, especially bottlenose
dolphins, Iradwaddy dolphins whith are found around Ko Chang and Laer
Klat between November and April searching for food like fish, shrimg

squids and other small sea creatures.
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- Sea cows - are largely found in the coastal line of Cambodia.
hese mammals and been found searching for seagrasses that make their
let. Between October and January of every year, the sea cows have often
een seen around Laem Klat, Ao Klongson, Ao Klong Kwang and Ao Mairut,

- Beaches — The Beaches in Trat can be found as both sand
nd mud beaches. The beaches in Trat that are popular and well-known
mong tourists are Sai Kaeo Beach, Ban Chuen Beach and Mairut Beach.

- Coral Reefs - these normally appear in tropical zones with the
mperature higher than 18 degrees Celsius with clean and clear water
d reachable light which is needed for its growth. Trat coastline is full of
gfs, along the mainland shoreline and around the islands, for example,
efs around Ko Kra, Ko Rang, Ko Wai, Ko Lao, Ko Kham, and Ko Klum.

- Swallow’s nest — mostly, the sites are found in Ko Rang Nok Yai,
)Rang Nok Lek and Ko Tun in Ko Kut District. Swallows normally live in
ves on islands weaving their saliva to build their nests in order to live
d hatch. Their nests are highly valued and demanded and believed to
e a tonic or stimulant and miracle cure for disease and sickness.
e to the high demand in nests, the number of swallows has been rapidly
creasing and it is believed that the swallows will soon be extinct in

t, a Tourist Destination

of the touchable way of life and nature

h its exotic views of the mountains, forests, waterfalls and large and
allislands with beautiful beaches and spectacular coral reefs has ensured
amust see location and destination to visit to experience the charms
iature and the simple way of life.
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Trat, the Land of Fruits
Khao Saming District

Most of the areas are composed with basins with an abundance of water that -
supports all year round like both The Welur river and the Khao Saming, ‘
with the water, sediments are carried in through layers whereby varied
minerals are deposited. The alluvial soils of Khao Saming District are used
for growing crops to generate income for Trat from its wealth in égriculture,

such as rambutans, durians, mangosteens, pineapples and grapefruits.

Tracing Back to the Flourishing Mine of Trat
Bo Rai District

Today, Bo Rai remains the only trace of these memories of
adventurers and miners who searched for the Siam ruby or the red gems
over thousands of acres. Nowadays, government agencies and offices
together with the local people have renewed the degenerated forest
caused by the miners during the prosperous time of the mine.

- Klong Kaeo Waterfall National Park - Located in Bo Phoi
Sub-district — about 7 kilometers away from Bo Rai District. The waterfalls
are considered as one of the beautiful natural attractions Trat has to offer,
especially, Klong Kaeo waterfall, Tan Hin Dat waterfall, Klong Chai waterfall,
Hin Khit waterfall, Muen Ti waterfall, Klong Thai waterfall and Tap Kadai
waterfall.

- Khao Salat Dai Waterfall - a beautiful waterfall surrounded by
mountains and complete nature which is another attraction for the tourists

and visitors for relaxation. i
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ssly Long Sandy Beach
Yai District
Highway 318 from Bangkok — Khlong Yai is the part that contains
gost beautiful white sandy beaches laying endlessly along the shoreline,
@mple, Sai Ngam beach, Sai Kaeo beach, Thap Thim beach, Khao Lan
h, Mairut beach or Samran beach and Sanchao beach.
- Sai Ngam Beach - fine white sand beaches, approximately 200 meters
1a row of pine trees bordering the shoreline.

- Sai Ngoen Beach — most of the area is populated by a pine forest
\ g a smaller beach which is ideal for relaxing, sightseeing or fishing

reffered and swimming is not . The beach is connected to Muk kaeo

~ - Muk kaeo and Sai Kaeo Beach — continuous white sands beaches.
atea where Muk kaeo Beach is a peaceful place to relax and to see
unset.

- Mairut Beach (Samran Beach) - rock and sand beach with clean
. Good for sightseeing and fresh seafood because the beach is close
¢ fishing community.

- Banchuen Beach - formerly known as “Maro Beach”, is a fine
sand beach with crystal clear water. Over the beach, there is a good
of coconut trees lined with pine trees.

-The narrowest part of Thailand - situated on the route
ok - Klong Yai Mu.2,  Ban Khot Sai, Hat Lek Sub-district at the
=82nd km. If the distance is measured from the ridge line dividing

and and Cambodia, it is only 450 meters wide.
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Gateway to the Islands of Trat

Laem Ngop District

This district lays along the beach and about 17 kilometers away
from the city. In the district, there are several large docks and piers for
ferry services to the islands. It is like a gateway to the islands of Trat sea.

- Sai Dam Beach (Black Sand Beach) — formerly called by the locals
“Hua Suan”. The prominent feature of this beach is the black sand from
the degradation of shells or quartz corrosion of iron ore, which is one of
only five black beaches in the world. The surrounding atmosphere are
rich mangrove forests. There is a bridge that has been built to serve as
a viewpoint and to provide a nature trail for educational needs.

- Ao Tan Khu (Tan Khu Bay) — a 500 meters long small bay situated
close to the ferry pier. The sand appears off-white.
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The People of Trat

Since Trat Province is historically one of the major ports on the
gast coast of Thailand, it has been beneficial to trade. With its complete
fesources, it attracted various ethnic groups to settle in this region. Those
various ethnic groups have been living in the province of Trat. Resulting
harmony with the culture in traditions and languages. The accent of the
people in Trat is different from the standard accent of people from central

Thai people are an ethnic group that traditionally speak Thai.
hey settled in Trat before any other ethnic groups. As can be seen from
fie evidence through ancient artifacts found in the form of contemporary
itin other parts of Thailand suggests that the Thai people did not originally
& here, but came from Ban Lat Phli at Ratchaburi Province previously
ithe period of Ayutthaya or Thonburi. People from Ban Lat Phli at that
he fled the war with the Burmese army and settled their families down
the province of Trat which was populated with jungles at that time.

‘ Chongs are the people who live in the eastern region. Anthropologists
~gorized them into the Mon - Khmer. The Chongs have been settling
Khao Saming Sub-district of Tha Som District, Trat District and Bo Rai
tfict. The Chongs have their own spoken language but no written
guage. As suggested by evidence, the language can be seen through a
e of each village, for example, Ban Pak Phit which means a forest of
gre tigers and Ban Tok Tak means a large basin.

Vietnamese people (called “Yuan” in Thai) In the reign of King
l, Ong Ziang Su gave himself allegiance to His Majesty the King in
I that he would be to salvage the Vietnamese. During his boat trip
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tour of Bangkok, he took a rest on Ko Kut, and istand of Ko Chang District.
Before entering Vietnam, a group of Vietnamese emigrated and stayed at
the foothill of Wat Yuan, Chamrak Sub-district. in the reign of King Rama lll,
more Vietnamese people emigrated in Ao Yuan Sub-district (called Ao Yai
nowadays but people are more familiar with the name “Laem Yuan”).
In the reien of King Rama V France were about to take over Ko Kradat
which belonged to Thailand to claim the island as their own and tried to
convert the religion of the people into Christian. Following to the situation,
King Rama V decided to give land title deeds for local people who live
in Ko Kradat which was the reason why the Vietnamese spanned their
population to other cities.

Chinese people, began their settlement in Trat when The army
of Praya Trak (King Taksin) set up the military base in Trat. At first, The
Chinese moored then junks at Trat for trading because Trat itself is rich of
natural resources and places for earning a living resulting the settlement
of Chinese people in Trat. Apart from ones with voluntary mind, some of
the Chinese people were emigrated in the same time as the Vietnamese
and Cambodia who lost to the Thai Royal Army.

Cambodian muslims call themselves “Khaek Cham”. In the
beginning, they settled down at Nam Chieo Sub-district only. Later, the
population increased, some of them spanned their family to Ban Yai Mom:
(both of them are coastal villages in Laem Ngop Sub-District in Trat). The
people emigrated to Thailand during the reign of King Rama Il at the time
of war between Cambonia and Vietnam. After the settlement, everything
was all convenient including the way they earn a living, so they invited

more of them to settle down in Trat.
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ima of the Archaeology and History of Trat

it in Prehistory

Prehistory goes back to the time before mankind’s invention of
phabet systems with which to keep records. In Thailand, the prehistoric
fiod dates back to around 800,000 -2,000 years ago, during which the
3y of life for human beings remains simple and uncomplicated; their life
Wolves around tiny settlements in which they go about the business of
fing communally.

Trat has a diversity of geographical features, consisting mainly of
gh mountains, river valleys, and low-lying coastal plains. The varied
ographical landscapes greatly contribute to the richness of the province
lich includes vegetation, forests, and creatures of the jungle. The fertility
atural resources no doubt draw people into the areas to begin habitations
fice prehistory, as attested by such archaeological finds as earthenware
d stone tools. The artifacts are found scattered over many areas,
articularly in Amphoe Mueang. Most of the ancient artifacts date from
g Stone Age , around 10,000-6,000 years ago. The objects are predominantly
und on hilly terrains, at the end of high ground with a passing stream,
id on rolling plains.

Other prehistoric objects uncovered belong to the Metal Age
fonze-Iron), including 3 Bronze kettle drums found in Tambon Wang
achae, Amphoe Mueang. Inside the drums are found additional objects:
etal tools, potsherds, human bone fragments, coloured beads (comelians),

id gold ornaments.
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The three Bronze kettle drums are aged around 2,700-1,900 years
ago, having the same features as the Dong Son culture. Similar drums are
discovered in Southern China and Southeast Asia.

Archaeologists believe that the three Bronze kettle drums are
used in Sun-worship ceremonies, rice-growing recordkeeping, and boa
races or waterborne rites. The speculation clearly points to the thesis that
these people already start macro agriculture, subsist on rice crop cultivation
and know how to cast bronze for making tools and utensils; that their
way of life is intertwined with rivers, plains, and animism and supernatural
powers.

The ancient artifacts prove that Trat had been settled for millenia
and far from isolation from other cultural groups, but rather stay in contact
with nearby communities in the same region.

Bronze kettle drums : Discovery Sites for Bronze kettle Drums in Trat

That there are a total of 3 Bronze kettle drums of prehistoric
origin found scattered in a Trat Province. Bronze kettle Drum No.1 Found
at the Land of Mr.Samoe Imthasan, Amphoe Mueang, Bronze kettle Drum
No.2 and No.3 Found at Ban Sam-ngam, Amphoe Mueang, Trat

Early Historical Eras in Trat and Adjacent Areas

In early historical era (circa 11th-18th centuries BE, 6th-13th
centuries CE), socio-economic transformations occur in the areas of Trat
and adjacent coastal provinces, especially Chanthaburi. These communities
of modest size in which the inhabitants follow the traditional way of life
begin to evolve into urban centers, particularly when subject to extraneous
influence — the Ancient Khmer civilization, which is centered in the present-day
Cambodia. Archaeological evidence pointing to the Ancient Khmer culturd
influence as discovered in these areas include the ancient site in the village
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i Phaniat, Amphoe Mueang, Chanthaburi. A big hoard of the Ancient
nmer cultural artifacts are uncovered, most of which are Hindu-inspired
reations. Two very important pieces stand out- a Thala Borivat-style lintel,
fating about the 12th century BE (7th cedntury CE), and a Prei Khmeng
intel, dating about the 13th century BE (8th century CE). These Pre-Ankor
atifacts are considered among the oldest Khmer relics ever discovered
1 Thailand. Three stone inscriptions are further discovered, dating about
the 12th-15th centuries BE (7th-10th centuries CE). Its message is related
) Hindu themes. Also discovered are a Baphoun-style lintel of the 16th
entury BE (11th century CE), and a large variety of images, archaeological
‘omponents, and ¢lazed ceramics.

‘haniat : Ancient Site under Ancient Khmer Influence

Phaniat, also known as Kawai, Tambon Khlong Narai, Amphoe
seang, Chanthaburi is an ancient Khmer community established in the
1th-18th centuries BE (6th-13th centuries CE). Its relatively large size
anotes the community’s importance as a prosperous center of influence,
sshown the discovery of several ancient sites and a vast hoard of ancient
himer artifacts.

The town plan of Phaniat shows a width of about 1,000 meters
ind a length of 2,000 meters. At the center are 3 big ruins, dating about
e 11th-17th centuries BE (6th-12th centuries CE), believed to be Khmer-style
eligious sanctuaries built to house images and for performing Brahmanic
Hindu) ceremonies. Other specialists, however, think they are barays
ESETVOIrS).

Phaniat flourished for many centuries before being abandoned,
multaneously with the decline of the Khmer Empire in the 18th-19th
enturies BE (13th-14th centuries CE). The territories previously under
hmer influence eventually became part of the Ayutthaya kingdom.
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Shivalinga at Trat’s City Pillar Shrine

Trat makes an extraordinary discovery in the form of a shivalinga
an ancient Khmer art object. Shivalinga is supposedly the representative
image of the Hindu god Shiva according to the Saiva sect of Hinduism:
Carved from sandstone, the shivalinga was discovered at Ban Nong Yai
Tambon Huai Raeng, Amphoe Mueang, Trat in the reign of Chulalongkorm
(Rama V). Phraya Norachet, the then governor of Trat, removed the sandston
icon for re-establisnment in the City Pillar Shrine alongside the Pillar
remaining there ever since and down to the present.

Ti-la-ta (Trat) : Part of the Chenla ( Ancient Khmer) Empire

In the book Ling-wai tai-ta, written by Chou chu-fei, a Chines
harbour master at Canton during the Southern Song dynasty (the 17th-18tf
centuries BE, 12th-13th centuries CE), there is a passage to this effect:

“Not far from the Chenla Empire are the lands of Li-kua, Si-p’eng-kuG
San-po-kua, Ma-lan-kua, Teng-liu-mei-kua, and Ti-la-ta-kua, all of whig
pay tribute to Chenla as its capital.”

Chinese historian ( Wang Wei-Min ) interpret the town-Ti-la-ta,
part of the Chenla Empire (Ancient Khmer) in the document as being Tra
province of the present day.

Trat in the Time of Ayutthaya

In Ayutthaya period historical evidence relating to Trat is mo
plentiful than previously. During the reign of Naresuan (2133-2148 B
1590-1605 CE), the name Ban Bangphra appeared on the map (Trat wa
not yet so named then). Today the name mentioned is identified wit
Tambon Bangphra in the municipality of Trat. |

- ~
000 WHSAUNANUILA AR



In the reign of Prasat Thong, a basic administrative law was
omulgated in 2179 BE (1636 CE), in which the name Trat or Thung Yai
§ mentioned for the first time. The province was placed under the
isdiction of the Kosathibodi ( Minister of Foreign Affairs and Finance),
lding the Bua Kaeo seal as the official signature emblem. [Bua Kaeo
al or Lotus and Thunderbolt-Holding God seal] The then minister was
med Chao Phraya Sri Thammarat Dechochat, supervising the finance

d foreign affairs of the country.

The records confirm the importance of Trat accorded by the royal
urt of Ayutthaya as the kingdom’s eastern seaport, rich in forest produce
at make up the bulk of the country’s important export and the gateway
trade with foreign partners. The region was well served by a network of
ers and canals for transporting trade goods from inland to the sea, into a
Iy of calm water and halcyon weather. The coastal waters are, no doubt,
gal for mooring sea-going junks which come to trade on goods and fill up
sh supplies of food and water. In its capacity as the all-important seaport,
at takes care of national interests related to seaborne trade and foreign
airs with sea merchants from overseas, especially the Chinese who are
portant traders with Ayutthaya. Trat also acts as the wall of defence in
e East.

t - Seaport on Maritime Trade Route

The time of Ayutthaya as the capital of ancient Thailand (the
th-23rd centuries BE, or 14th-18th centuries CE) sees the mushrooming
ever before seen of international maritime trade between the Thai
gdom and international communities - Europe, Persia, India, and China.
le dominant category of exports by the kingdom was forest produce,
g horns, hide, honey, eaglewood, cardamoms, pepper, and spices. Much
the merchandise had their origin in the dense jungle extending over the
tern seaboard from Rayong, Chanthaburi, and Trat.
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According to the undersea archaeological excavations by the Fine
Arts Department, two seagoing junks of Ayutthaya period, dating around
300 years, were found sunk to the bottom of the sea around the islands of
Trat, at Ko Kra Dat and Ko Chang. Carried on the ships are a large quantity
of Sangkhalok ceramics and Chinese porcelain.

In the Tri-Bhumi Cosmology pictorial, issued in the Ayutthaya-Thonbur
periods, with maps exhibiting geographical information at the time, many
islands of Trat were featured on the maps.

All the evidence mentioned strongly supports the fact that Trat
and its many islands held undeniable importance as an international seaport
in its heyday, providing one of the main links between Ayutthaya and
international communities for a very long period of time.

The Bay of Trat in the Time of Ayutthaya

The Bay of Trat in the time of Ayutthaya bustled with Thai and
Chinese junks anchored in the harbour and estuary. The unceasing
international shipping traffic reflects the importance of Trat as the key
coastal seaport for loading and unloading cargo, as a port of call, and as
the town that looked after the trade interests and foreign affairs in the
eastern region of the kingdom of Ayutthaya.

Trat in the Era of Thonburi

Trat in the period of Thonburi (1767-1782) saw several historical
incidents. With the downfall of Ayutthaya imminent, Taksin (known then
as Phraya Kamphaengphet) with his followers broke through the encircling
wall of Burmese troops, fleeing from inner Ayutthaya. The small brigade
headed east towards coastal towns to levy fresh recruits and arms i
preparation for staging independence rebellion against the Burmese. Taksin's
army first camped at Chanthaburi, and from there sailed to Trat in a fleet
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1,000 soldiers for more levying operations. The ruler, town officials, and
tizens of Trat offered no resistance but the Chinese sea traders whose
were anchored offshore would have none of it. Taksin therefore
nted an all-out attack and succeeded in overcoming the resistance.
ith the big booty and additional levies that helped to strengthen the
my considerably, he returned to Chanthaburi.

After Taksin’s success in re-claiming independence and founding
jonburi as the new capital (1767), Trat continued to have its share of
storical events: it was twice attacked by Khmer armies. The first time, in
10, the Khmers sneaked in for attacks against Trat during Taksin’s Chiang
3l campaign. Fortunately, the army from Chanthaburi managed to repel
8 Khmer army. On the second occasion, in 1771, he led a large battalion
d succeeded in crushing the Khmers.

Trat in Thonburi times continued its vital role, as in the Ayutthaya
3,85 a coastal seaport that looked after maritime interests for Thailand
fonnection to commerce with foreign traders. It also served as a frontier
gstal town on the lookout against enemy attacks during times of war.
gnever Trat came under enemy attacks, Taksin would himself head an
ytoits defense to ensure the unfragmented sovereignty and uninterrupted
lity of the nation and its provinces.

Era of Bangkok (Ratanakosin)

Typical general store in early Bangkok. The veranda storefront
1sa wide variety of merchandise, e.g. spices, cardamoms, pelts, horns,
ey, and forest produce of all kinds. Trat is rich in forest resources and
\coastal town offers ideal mooring for shipping vessels. Located on the
ernmost tip of the coast, it commands a strategic position vital to the
issues of the kingdom. Because of this geographical and natural
intage, Trat holds continual key importance in the country’s defense
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and economic welfare in early Bangkok, uninterrupted from the times of
Ayutthaya and Thonburi. As a seaport, it guarded all of Thailand’s former
maritime trade with foreign counterparts, along with being the frontier
town tasked with national defense against enemy attacks on the eastern
front along the coast. During this turbulent period, the country was subjected
to constant warfare to recapture its former territories and against on-and-off
invading neighbors, particularly the Khmers and Vietnamese. The eastern
provinces of Chanthaburi, Rayong, and Trat were like a well from which
to draw a constant supply of able-bodied men in accordance with
the requisition demand of the state; these courageous men, as attested
by history, offered their much-needed services in defense of the country
during the critical times of life and death. Receiving moisture from coastal
winds and monsoon rains, the Banthat (Cardamoms) mountain range is
covered with dense vegetation, providing Trat with a streaming source its
famous goods—forest produce—since Ayutthaya and early Bangkok.
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Events in the reign of King Chulalongkorn the Great

rench-Occupied Trat

From December 30th, 1904 to March 23rd, 1906, which corresponded
0 HM King Chulalongkorn the Great ’s reign, Trat was subjected to French
tle. The French administration built “Resident Kampot” as its headquarters
on Lak Mueang Road. A 3-storey, concrete-and-wood building, it served as
ihe office and residence of the French commissioner, known as “Resident,”
who supervised all military and civilian affairs. Since French colonial days
Lak Mueang Road has served as the main street of Trat - the town’s
horoughfare lined on both sides with business and commercial buildings.
ese Chinese-style timber rowhouses and colonial shophouses largely
Survive to the present day.

Trat in the Reign of HM King Chulalongkorn the Great

In the Reign of HM King Chulalongkorn the Great (1868 - 1910) is
failed as the birth of modern Thailand. Yet it was also a time of turbulence,
or Siam (former name of Thailand) was facing the menace of Western
olonialism, notably French and English aggressors. The colonialists
ployed every strategems and tricks to seize and subject Siam to its
ccupation. As a border town in the extreme East, Trat occupies a strategic
osition where much wrangling went on between the opposing sides.
Partly because of unpleasant historical incidents involving Trat
it the time, the town and its people went through rapid changes and
raumatic transformation. Such Western innovations as education and
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telegraph were introduced to local population. Meanwhile, under French
rule, the people of Trat had to endure bitter humiliation and tribulations
as colonial subjects. On the other hand, Trat had the proud honour and

privilege of receiving HM King Chulalongkorn the Great during his 12 historic

visits.

France Laid Hands on Trat
During the Western colonial threat, skirmishes between Siam and

France culminated in the Franco - Siamese Crisis 1893 (Ro So 112 Incident).
Thai defenses briefly engaged French gunboats at Chao Phraya mouth.
Siam was eventually forced to cede to France the seaboard province of
Chanthaburi; France subsequently occupied it for over 10 years. Later
negotiations resulted in the French withdrawing its troops from Chanthaburi
in 1903. Nevertheless, France forced on Siam the cession of Trat and island
groups in the Trat sea as some sort of recompense. Although Siam’s stalling
to keep Trat under its control failed to produce desired effect, King
Chulalongkorn bravely fought the outrageous demand of militarily-superior
France. Eventually Siam had to cede Trat to France on December 30th,

1904 in exchange for Chanthaburi.

France Returned Trat

The French occupation of Trat had not deterred Siam from trying
continuously to negotiate its return to the Siamese fold. The effort bore
fruit on March 23rd, 1906 when France signed a treaty to return Trat
(excepting Ko Kong) to Siam. In return, however, Siam had to give up the

interior provinces — Battambang, Siem Reap, and Sisophon.
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The exchange was totally lopsided. The seaboard province of Trat
with an area of 2,800 sg.km. was a pittance, compared to the three Khmer

provinces with combined area totaling about 50,000 sqg.km. But the quid

pro quo was necessary if Siam was to retain its sovereignty intact from
foreign domination. The ceremony to return Trat from French rule was
carried out on July 6th,1907.

,eremony to Transfer Trat

On July 6th, 1907, the transfer of sovereignty over Trat from
Ffrance to Siam occurred at the Provincial Hall. The French commissioner
Monsieur Rousseau from Kampot, heading the transfer committee, handed
over the sovereignty to Phraya Sisahathep (Seng Wiriyasiri), representing
e Siamese government. At 09.00 hrs., the French side delivered a transfer
speech, followed by an acceptance speech by the Thai side. The Siamese
flag (being the King’s Royal Seal flag) was raised. After the ceremony, a big
telebration was held amidst the great rejoicing of the people of Trat.

lisited Trat for the Twelfth Time

Of the twelve trips to Trat taken by HM King Chulalongkorn the
reat, the twelfth one, from 11th to 13th November 1907, was of historic
jgnificance for it was his first visit after the return of Trat to Siam. King
hulalongkorn bestowed a special sword as a Royal token of auspices for
Irat, to the great jubilation of its citizens.

| During his reign King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) took regular inspection
ips to provinces in the realm, which total came to about 24 trips. The
ing had paid Trat as many as 12 visits. His reason for coming out to the
astern seaboard so frequently was to gather first-hand information on
lese border territories, to visit his subjects, as well as for vacation and
CUperation purposes.
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The Battle of Ko Chang

After Thailand regained Trat from France (1907), the people of
Trat had enjoyed a period of peace and stability. The relative calm lasted
at least up to September 1939 (in Rama VI reign) when France was set to
declare war on Germany. France sought a non-aggression treaty with the
Thai government with respect to Indochina (Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia
were then French colonies). The Thai government welcomed the initiative
with open arms, but on condition that France should first resolve a border
demarcation problem in line with international law and the universal
principle of justice, which calls for the adherence of the deepwater
channel criteria. Thailand’s second condition calls for France returning
the territory, previously seized by France, on the west bank of the Mekong
River. The negotiation, however, went nowhere.

The fresh demand, prompted by a large street protest, called on
France to return the territory it confiscated previously. Further negotiations
seemed to lead nowhere, with no peaceful solution in sight. Finally on
November 18th, 1940 France sent its aircraft to bomb Nakhon Phanom.
From the moment on, clashes erupted on land, at sea, and in the air
between Thailand and France, which spread to border provinces in
Indochina. Thus occurred the “Indochina Dispute Incident.”

Fighting along the Indochinese border continued periodically in
scattered areas. On Januaryl7th, 1941 France sent its fleet toward the
south of Ko Chang, Trat. French ships opened fire at the eastern seaboard
provinces of Thailand. The Thai side retaliated, with war ships on their way
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t0 battle it out in self-defence. The historic encounter numbered as one
of the most important naval self-defence in the history of Thailand, to be
known as the “Battle of Ko Chang.”

Royal Compassion for War Refugees

From 1975 to 1990, the neighboring Cambodia was in turmoil,
wrought by violent, armed conflicts between factions in the country. Hundreds
of thousands of refugees streamed into Thailand on foot, crossing the border
along the Banthat range to arrive in Ban Khao Lan, Amphoe Mueang Trat,
Trat.

The Thai government set up a refugee help and processing center
at Ban Khao Lan. Word reached HM Queen Sirikit, who ordered a Thai Red
Cross camp set up at Khao Lan in 1979 to provide emergency humanitarian
aid, as well as continuing development and occupation training aid programs.

In 1992 Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
ienovated the center and named it Sala Ratchakarun Phiphitthaphan
Chaloem Phrakiat (Royal Compassion Pavilion and Memorial Museum) to
commemorate the queen’s mercy outreach toward alleviating the plight
of war victims.

The Aftermath

Thailand lost 36 officers and crew members and sustained
considerable casualties. It lost 3 battleships — Royal Thon Buri, Royal
Songkhla, and Royal Chon Buri. France’s Lamotte-Piquet and its satellite
ships sustained heavy damage and were forced to retreat. French troops
suffered the loss of lives and heavy casualties as well. After the historic
sea battle, no French naval frigates have been found to ever again invade
Thai waters in the Gulf of Thailand.
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Market and Merchandise

Old Business Quarters of Trat

Human settlements are most often erected near optimal sites,
particularly rivers, seas, plains, or around major or sufficient resources for
ease of extraction and utilitarian grounds that support man’s living conditions,
transport and movements. The same situation applies to Trat. Its dense
communities are located on convenient, fertile sites - the Maenam Trat
(Trat River), Maenam Weru (Weru River), Khlong Bang Phra (Bang Phra Canal),
and seashores.

In past centuries when water transport dominated movements,
the major marketplaces of Trat in the old days were all located near
natural waterways. They were Talat Rim Khlong (Canal-side Market), Talat
Yai (Major Market), Talat Khwang (Cross Market), and Talat Tha Ruea Chang
(Ferry Market). In these emporiums are found all sorts of merchandise
produced locally, such as forest produce, herbs and spices, as well as imported
goods, e.g. silk and fabrics or Chinese ceramics. Later, however, a shift
in transport from water to land-based modes resulted in the decline of
these riverside markets. Still the remaining buildings lining both sides of
the street are enough to fire one’s imagination of what the bustling, old

Trat must have been like.
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alat Rim Khlong

Talat Rim Khlong features the scene of clustered buildings running
along the banks of Khlong Bang Phra, which flows through the heart of Trat
own. A road (Thana Charoen Road) runs parallel to the canal. In the past,
this market had a complete range of goods and services - clothes, spare
parts, machines, Thai and Chinese drugstores, groceries, bakeries, Chinese
ceramics, ironsmithing shops, and agricultural produce. The majority of
the shops were Chinese-style one-storey wooden houses with shop-front
olding doors and kite-tile roofing. Today they can still be seen at large.

alat Yai

Talat Yai is located on Lak Mueang Road. Parallel to Talat Rim
Khlong, the two markets are linked by small lanes. Talat Yai deals mostly
bulk goods to be shipped to other provinces, such as pepper and
spices, as well as quality textiles, e.g. sarong, men’s shawl, and scarf.

The shophouses are made up of Chinese-style timber frames and
European concrete rowhouses. Also continuous with commercial premises
are the homes of businessmen and government bureaucrats. Located
iere is the site of “Resident Kampot,” which housed the French
commissioner in colonial days.

Talat Khwang

Talat Khwang is located at the start of Chai Mongkhon Road and
connected to Talat Yai. Its small streets are lined with shophouses
selling stationery, textbooks, mosquitos’ nets, blankets, peppers, spices,
attanware, Sam Rong (boat-fruited scaphium seed), and Chan-up (Chinese
Sweets). There are tailor’s and dressmaker’s shops, goldshops, and shops
selling miscellaneous items.
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Talat Tha Rua Chang
Talat Tha Ruea Chang (Ferry Market) stands at the terminal of Chai
‘Mongkhon Road, which leads to a ferry and dock on the Trat River. In the
past, this fish and produce market handled vegetables, fruit and coastal
tatches from these tambons - Laem Kho, Noen Sai, Tha Phrik, Takang, and
a Luean. Important vegetables and food crops were produced in these
tambons and transported across the river to Trat town.
Shops in Talat Tha Ruea Chang stock a wide variety of merchandise,

8. blankets, household supplies, glassware and ceramics, boat accessories,
nd fishery equipment.
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Significant Finds and Art Objects Exhibited in Trat Museum
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Polished stone adze, Prehistoric period
6,000 — 4,000 BP found at Huai Reang Sub — district, Mueang Trat District,
Trat Province,

Donated by Mr.Siri Apiwat.
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Polished stone adze, Prehistoric period

5000 - 4,000 BP , found at Huai Reang Sub — district, Mueang Trat District,
Trat Province,

Jonated by Mr.Siri Apiwat.
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Polished stone adze, Prehistoric period
6,000 — 4,000 BP, found at Huai Reang Sub — district, Mueang Trat
District, Trat Province,

Donated by Mr.Siri Apiwat.
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tone adze, Prehistoric period

,000 — 4,000 BP, found at Tha Kum Sub - district, Mueang Trat
Jistrict, Trat Province,

nated by Mr.Siri Apiwat.
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Polished stone adze, Prehistoric period
6,000 — 4,000 BP, found at Bo Rai Dirtrict in 1980.
Dorated by Mr. Somkiet and Mrs Arunvadee Sangphoo
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ar with four handles, stone ware from Mae Nam Noi kiln,
Ayutthaya style, c. 15th -17th century CE

onated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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Jar with four handles, stone ware from Mae Nam Noi kiln,
Ayutthaya style, c. 15th -17th century CE

Donated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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r with two handles, stone ware from Mae Nam Noi kiln,
haya style, c. 15th -17th century CE
nated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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Jar with four handles, stone ware from Mae Nam Noi kiln,
Ayutthaya style, c. 15th -17th century CE

Donated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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lue and white covered jar, stoneware, Chinese art, Late Qing Dynasty,
garly 20th century CE
onated by Mrs.Ladda Sutthiwari.
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Blue and white covered jar, stoneware, Chinese art, Late Qing Dynasty,
c. early 20th century CE
Donated by Mrs.Nonglak Siriwat and Mrs.Phairat Chankrasae.
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Blue and white bowl with brown edge, stoneware, Chinese Art,
Late Qing Dynasty, c. 20th century CE

Donated by Mr.Phaithun Charoenrit.
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Blue and white Bowl, claze stoneware, Chinese Art, Late Qing Dynasty,

c. 20th century CE
Donated by Mrs.Pao Charoenrit.
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Spittoon, blue and white glazed stoneware, Chinese Art, Late Qing Dynasty,
20th century CE !
Donated by Mrs.Pao Charoenrit.
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Blue and white kettle, stoneware, Chinese art, Late Qing Dynasty,

c. early 20th century CE

Donated by Mrs.Nonglak Siriwat.

om0 WRBAUNAUNIANA




978/aile Aauziu alfs1vedfameutans wnsARITTui be

- il AUKNILARBU

| dhunie nsanauuL’ Mudeuduideutndy Gouasasldiadey
| WDuanedasemnailuyse

Ui wegsa 3UWTy waulv

Blue and white spoon, stoneware, Chinese art, Late Qing Dynasty,

¢. early 20th century CE

Donated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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Blue and white bowl, stoneware, Chinese art, Late Qing Dynasty,
c. early 20th century CE

Donated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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Color - painted bowl, Chinese art, Late Qing Dynasty, ¢. early 20th century CE

Donated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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Blue and white bowl, stoneware, Chinese art, Late Qing Dynasty,

c. early 20th century CE

Donated by Mrs.Sumon Rupcharoen.
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Standing Buddha, alloy sild gold, Rattakosin Style,
¢. early 20th century CE, loan from the Central

Storage, the Office of National Museums,

Fine Arts Department.
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Bejewelled Standing Buddha, alloy gild gold,
Rattanakosin Style,

c. early 20th century CE, loan from the Central
Storage, the Office of National Museums,

Fine Arts Department.
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srown glazed jar with four handles, stoneware from Mae Nam
0i kiln, Ayutthaya style, c. early 15th - 17th century CE, loan
fom the National Maritime Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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Brown glazed jar with four handles, stoneware from Mae Nam
noi kiln, Ayutthaya style, c. early 15th — 17th century CE, loan
from the National Maritime Museum, Chanthaburi Province.

onG ARBAUNGONULRIRTA




[VEENY
ng/aily
il
anwoly

UseI9

WYSARITTYI o — bl

AU NATOUTE?

Inaewm vunadn wdovddedla Liwdouriu anasedls
\wdauuIInlaY
Iiannisunurmsinsidnasulusuinguim
NANBINY W.Alb&ng P11N ANSHUNADULKIYIA
WPgUI Jmiadunys

Jarlet with two handles, stoneware from Mae Nam noi kiln,
Ayutthaya style,

c. early 14th - 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime
Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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White glazed cover box, Sangklalok ware,
c. early 15th - 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime
Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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Green glazed stoneware, Sangklalok ware,
c. early 15th - 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime

Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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Green glazed vessel, Sangklalok ware, c. early 15th - 16th century CE,
loan from the National Maritime Museum, Chanthaburi Province.

N o N
[olals} ﬁWﬁﬁ[ll NEOIULNBIATIA




UIN

9ne/aile WYSARITTEN oo — lo

L AuLATOY

anwaly PIAVTINANGY TN vaUtIndage iween Audide
waeudde lindeunu imsynsesliindeuusnnuEsi

Useif Iannsdunuunsisnfdnasuslusainguiiu

181991318 WA b&nE 1N AANSHUNADIULAITIR
WIYIUT JNIATUNYS

Vase, glazed stoneware, Sangkhalok ware, c. early 15th — 16th

century CE, loan from the National Maritime Museum, Chanthaburi
Province.
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Vessel, white glazed stoneware, Sangklalok ware, c.
early 15th - 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime
Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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White glazed cover box, Sangklalok ware, c.

early 15th - 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime
Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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Brownish black glazed vessel, stoneware , Ayutthaya Art, c.
early 15th - 17th century CE, loan from the National Maritime

Museum, Chanthaburi Province.

oc> WABAMANUDIANA




NIMEY

ng/dly WYISARITTYT e - bl

anwele fhevsanay suadn Hidwu wdeuddeala lindeuiu
ynsaslandouusnalaveulnazada

Usedn Innsdunuensnsfdnasusilusainguinm

NANNE NN WA bENE 1N ANSAUNAOULAITIRA
Wielvdu1d Yminduny3

Green glazed bowl, stoneware , Sukhothai Art, c.

early 15th - 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime
Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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Elephant figurine, green glazed stoneware , Sukhothai Art,

c. early 15th — 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime

Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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Bird figurine , green glazed stoneware , Sukhothai Art,

c. early 15th - 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime
Museum, Chanthaburi Province.
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Blue and white hare figurine, stoneware , Chinese style, c. early

15th — 16th century CE, loan from the National Maritime Museum,
Chanthaburi Province.
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