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Subjcct: Request for review

From: Phiippa Whishaw <pwhishaw(@eambridge. org>
To: director@nll. go.th

Fri, 22 Nov 2013 025525 +0000

Dear Sir/Madam,

My name is Pippa Whishaw and Iam 2 Devel Editor 2t & 1y y Press, Australia, Tam

writing to request permission to use a c.arwon in the new edition of A Hsbury afThaulaM by Chris Baker and
Pasuk Phongpaichit. The cartoon appeared in Si Krung newspaper on 4 August 1931, The caption trarslates
as: "Cruel-faced giarts don't plough the fields but on the backs of the people.” The image is attached below.

1 request your p this material ide in this beok, in al subsequent edidons,
revisions and ranslations oflt in print and in all other forms of media, now or hereafter known (including
boois, journals, CD-ROMs, cniine and internet), derivative works based on this book, and other publications
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Masterpiece in the Fine Arts Department :
A Bronze Belt

7

The excavation of Noen U Loke archaeological site in 1997 - 1998 conducted

by the Fine Arts Department, in cooperation with University of Otago of New Zealand,
unearthed a number of early burials dating between 2,200 - 1,700 years ago,
or the Metal Age. Archaeological artifacts from the excavation are stored at Phimai
National Museum in Phimai District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. There are
interesting finds which look strange and unique called “Bronze Belts” found with
the skeleton number 14 and the skeleton number 69 along with other ornaments,
including metal tools, glass beads, and ceramic vessels. The bronze belts were
manufactured using a special technique; one edge was flatten by hitting on it and
then rolling into spiral or straw shape, while the other edge was sharpened enough
to be insert inside such spiral or straw shape. The circumference of the belts could
be enlarged or tightened in order to put it on body conveniently. This is considered
a traditional knowledge of prehistorical people. Several ornaments including
bronze belts would be worn on daily basis or particularly for the funeral tradition.

This is another masterpiece worth an in-depth study.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit and Nanyard Nanta
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beyond head
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BRONZE EAR PLUG
cat. 1045

BIMETALLIC RING
cat. 1647 under chin

POTTERY VESSEL
cat. 1607

NINE BRONZE BANGLE
cat. 1602 under cat 1607

BIMETALLIC RING
cat. 1608

OVER 65 BRONZE FINGE
cat. 1604

IRON ARROWHEAD
cat. 1674 under femur

OVER 26 SEVEN BRONZE TOE RINGS
BRONZE TOE RINGS cat. 1606 AND TWO BIMETALLIC
cat. 1605 RINGS cat. 1606
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Suan Sunandha Palace
and Archaeological Excavation

7

The Suan Sunandha Palace is located in Dusit District of Bangkok. It was built
in the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), as a peacefully natural wood lot for
royal relaxation and as a palace for the royal daughters and the royal concubines to

live comfortably after the termination of his reign. The name Suan Sunandha was a
tribute to the Queen Sunandha Kumariratana.

As Suan Sunandha is part of Suan Dusit Palace with a gate connecting between
Suan Sunandha and Suan Dusit Palace, this characteristic makes it generally called
“Suan Sunandha Palace”. His Majesty King Chulalongkorn passed away before the
construction of Suan Sunandha had been finished. Consequently, His Majesty King
Vajiravudh pleased to continue construction until the completion, consisting of 32
residences at that time. Currently, there are only 11 remaining residences.

Approximately between 1932 and 1933 in the period of Siamese revolution, all
royal family members and the royal concubines living in Suan Sunandha were afraid
of insecurity so that they moved out to other places. Suan Sunandha therefore was
a deserted palace for a couple of years.

Around 1937, Suan Sunandha was transformed into an educational institute
for girls under the supervision of Ministry of Education while the ownership was still
under the King.

At present, Suan Sunandha’s area is divided into 3 sections, including
Department of Local Administration under Ministry of Interior in which currently there
is also Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation next to it on U Thong Nok
Road, Suan Dusit Rajabhat University, and Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University.

According to the archaeological excavation and historical evidence, it could be
concluded that there are 3 reigns of the evolution of usage for the area in which the
Local Administration Pension Bureau, Department of Local Administration, Ministry of
Interior, will be constructed, including the first reign pre-Suan Sunandha Palace (before
1908), the second reign during the period of Suan Sunandha Palace (approximately
during 1908-1932), and the third reign post-Suan Sunandha Palace (approximately
during 1932 - present).

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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Silpakorn Journal, Issue 2, is scheduled to be released during March and April in order to celebrate the
two special occasions for all the Thais; the royal birthday anniversary of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn, the Royal Patron of Thai Heritage, on the D99 lof April, and the royal birthday anniversary of His Royal
Prince Narisara Nuvadtivongs, the Master of Artisan and a Thai talented artist, on the 28lh of April.
The editorial tearm thus would like to reminisce about the royal grace and the royal please with the highest
consideration.

In this issue, there are five major articles, representing various contents that reflect different
perspectives of the Fine Arts Department’s duty, namely Lai Na Kradan and Lai Kra Jang featuring prestigious
decorative designs on the bases and foundations of buildings, Suan Sunandha Palace and Archaeological
Test Excavation revealing successive use of the site over three reigns, King Rama V and His Royal Visit to Straits
Settlements describing the story of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn'’s royal duties that are wise foreign policies to
have the royal visit to the British Colony in the area of Malay Peninsula in order to learn about governance
and develop foreign relations, Observe Annals Users in Foreign Countries explaining the access of information
regarding the delimitation between Thailand and Myanmar in the reign of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn at the
National Archives in the United Kingdom during 6-13 September 2013, and The Emerald Buddha and Kamphaeng
Phet City describing history of the Emerald Buddha and its relation to Kamphaeng Phet City.

In addition, there are regular columns providing interesting contents, including An Anecdotes from
History Old Photo Mirror the Past, The Fine Arts Department Artists, Questions - Answers, and The Masterpiece
in the Fine Arts Department regarding special bronze ornaments called by archaeologists as “Bronze Belt”.

The editorial team wishes that articles and those columns in this issue of our journal would be useful for
further studies and research, and intellectually beneficial. Should there be any comments and concerns, please
let the editorial tearm know for further improvement in order to make the readers more satisfied with our journal.
We would like to thank all readers and followers who continue to support Silpakorn Journal.

The Editorial Team

U‘_/
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The King Rama V and His Royal Visit
to Straits Settlements

7

His Majesty King Chulalongkorn ascended the throne when he was young, only

15 years old. In addition, during that time Siam was encountering the influence from
the powerful Western countries which had entered into the Southeast Asian region
with an obvious aim to colonize the region in order to take governance control and
exploit benefits. With his royal talents and royal visions as a wise ruler, His Majesty
King Chulalongkorn wisely realized that Siam was a small state in global society
so that he chose to implement foreign policies to handle the western invasion by
welcoming western civilization to penetrate and accelerate the Siamese development
to be tantamount to the modernization based on nature and suidance accepted
among western countries. This could probably be a better strategy allowing Siam to
avoid risk of the loss of national sovereignty than encountering and antagonism.
One of the selected policies for leading the country into modernization was the
royal visit to the colony in Malay Peninsula which is under British governance,
called Straits Settlements, including Penang, Singapore, and Malacca.

Many historians commented that although it was true that the social reform
made in the reign of the King Rama V occurred after the first royal visit to Europe in
1897, it was believed that the royal visits to both British and Dutch colonies in the
Malay Peninsula also had profound impacts on social reform in Siam at the equal or
even higher level. This could be seen from the fact that many of reforms occurring
in Siam, including politics, governance, education, and cultural society, had been
developed concretely at the later stage. Thus, the royal policy to make a royal visit
to Straits Settlements of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn seemed to be both political
and foreign policy considerably impacting on the creating of tight relationship with
England which could also be one of factors allowing Siam to escape for the western
invasion at that time.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit and Nanyard Nanta
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Observe Annals Users
in Foreign Countries

St

In 2013, Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs implemented a research project to study

historical documents on the boundary of Siam-England in the United Kingdom and a study tour
project to investigate historical documents and laws relating to the survey and demarcation of
boundary between Siam and France in order to explore, collect, and use such information to
support the determination of Thai position in negotiating on boundary issues between Thailand
and the neighboring countries, as well as to use as information for negotiating on boundary
delimitation between Thailand and the neighboring countries. There were some Thai archivists
from the National Archives joining the trip to observe the researchers’ operations in researching
and using annals as well.

To accomplish the projects, the Thai researchers traveled the United Kingdom to collect
and investigate the annals and historical documents about Siamese-British boundary and to learn
about the annals-related works at the British National Archives and the British Library during
6-13 September 2013 by following document research practices similarly to other ordinary British
by focusing on the research about the delimitation between Thailand and Myanmar in the reign
of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn. In this connection, documents collected and in-service at both
agencies are similar and relevant.

The research team also went onto study historical documents and laws relating to the
survey and demarcation of boundary between Siam and France in France during 15-29 October
2013 at the French National Archives (Les Archives Nationale de France au site de Paris),
The Archives of the French Ministry of foreign Affairs (La Direction des Archives du Ministére Des
Affaires Etrangéres), The Archives of the French Ministry of Defense (La Direction de la Mémoire,
du Patrimoine et des Archives au Ministére de la Défense), Mapping and Planning Division of the
French National Library at Richelieu (Le Département des Cartes et Plans de la Bibliothéque
Nationale de France au site de Richelieu), Geography and Forestry Informational Institute
(L’Institut National de Ulnformation Géographique et Forestiére - IGN), and the Overseas Archives
(Le Centre des Archives d'Outre-Mer a Aix-en-Provence). The researchers had courtesy calls and
official consultations regarding official issues and guidance for rendering a memorandum of
cooperation between the Thai National Archives and the French National Archives, had study
visits to annals-related agencies, and researched historical documents and laws relating to the
survey and demarcation of boundary between Siam and France.

Regarding the document research, the team conducted the research based on document
account and through internet system. Documents researched were related to Thai diplomacy in
Ayutthaya period, treaties related of Thailand and other French colonial countries in the reign of
the King Rama V and in Ayutthaya period during 1665 - 1687, and historical maps regarding the
boundary demarcation of Thailand-Lao PDR and Thailand-Cambodia. The researcher also made
some photocopies of some document examples and aerial photographs.

Translated by Thanik Lertchamrit and Nanyard Nanta
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The Emerald Buddha
and Kamphaeng Phet City

o

Phra Buddha Maha Manee Rattana Patimakorn or the Emerald Buddha is
Thailand’s invaluable image of Buddha. The history of the Emerald Buddha has
been written in several legends and by several authors, namely Rattana Patimakorn

Legend in Chinnakarn Mali Pakorn Scripture, Rattana Pimpawong Legend, the Emerald
Buddha Legend of Luang Prabang and Cambodia, the Emerald Buddha Legend
of the King Rama V, and Legends of Important Buddha Images by Prince Damrong
Rajanubhab. Each legend states ancient story that the Emerald Buddha was built in
India in B.E. 500 and then was installed in several cities respectively, namely Lanka,
Cambodia, Ayothaya, Kamphaeng Phet, Chiang Rai, Lampang, Chiang Mai, Luang
Prabang, Vientiane, and Thonburi-Bangkok. One of the city in which the Emerald
Buddha was installed is Kamphaeng Phet City and Kamphaeng Phet City also has a
temple called the Emerald Buddha Temple or Wat Phra Kaew. However, according
to evidence inspection and analysis, it was found that the Emerald Buddha was
possibly built under Lanna influence because there is one piece of Lanna-styled
arts typed Buddha Chiang Saen Sing 2 aged approximately B.E. 20 which has a similar
shape as other Buddha sculptures of Chiang Rai-Pha Yao category which were
generally famous to build by carving on sandstone. As the Emerald Buddha Temple
in Kamphaeng Phet was not called with such name originally but has been called
subsequently and Kamphaeng Phet City in such period of time was Ayutthaya’s
burg city, it was considerably rare to have any key Lanna Buddha sculpture installed
in the city. Consequently, it has not been proved yet whether the Emerald Buddha

was once enshrined in the Emerald Buddha Temple in Kamphaeng Phet.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit and Nanyard Nanta
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Lai Na Kradan and Lai Kra Jang
7

The term “Na Kradan” refers to the surface area on two sides of a wooden

board and when turning either side up, then such side is called Na Kradan.
The thick side is called edge line or San Kradan. The term “Kradan” appears in the
stone inscriptions of Sukhothai Period calling a wide slate board which was used
by King Ramkhamhaeng the Great as a throne within toddy palm jungle in Sukhothai
City for judiciary or as a pulpit for monks to preach on Buddhist holy days, so called
stone board or Kradan Hin. Na Kradan therefore refers to the width of a wooden board
while Chan Na Kradan refers to the base and other parts of Thai architecturally-styled
buildings that is flat and looks like a wooden board. When located on the upper part,
it is called “Na Kradan Bon”, and when located on the lower part, it is called
“Na Kradan Lang”. Na Kradan with decorations is called “Lai Na Kradan or Na Kradan
patterns”. Generally, decorated Na Kradan has Lai Kra Jang or Kra Jang patterns
decorated on its edge sides of board, mostly on the upper part.

As for Lai Kra Jang, the term “Lai Kra Jang” refers to a sort of Thai patterns
having a shape like a lotus bud (called Royal Lotus). Ancient Thai artisans were
inspired by a lotus bud in the creation of this design that was called Lai Kra Jang.
Lai Kra Jang was made in diverse sizes and forms basing on different usage.
It is mostly used in parallel with Lai Na Kradan to decorate Chan Lai Na Kradan
to be more exquisite to represent the nobleness of the specific base or building.
This is considered as Thai artistic work developed to satisfy, promote, support,
and pay respect to religious institution, particularly Buddhism, and the royal
institution with the specific meaning as if divine matter or divine heritage in the

divine globe or heaven or a place of worship.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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An Anecdote from History :
“Siamese Train from Bangkok
to Nakhon Ratchasima”

7

The first railway line in Thailand, Bangkok-Nakhon Ratchasima Line, was

established in the reign of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), in accordance
with his initiative focusing on the importance of train in country development,
prosperity and benefit of country administration. His Majesty King Chulalongkorn
and Her Majesty Queen Saovabha Phongsri pleased to attend the opening
ceremony of this first railway line from Bangkok to Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
on 26 March 1896 which the State Railway of Thailand has considered as
the Foundation Day of Railway Operations. Such railway line was first open for
public service on 28 March 1896. The next railway line operated was the line from
Bangkok to Nakhon Ratchasima, which was launched on 21 December 1900, covering
265 kilometers in length, under the total investment of 17,585,000 Baht. Since the
railway line from Bangkok to Nakhon Ratchasima had been operated, it helped
facilitated the transportation between Bangkok and key provinces in Northeast
Thailand to be faster and more convenient without passing through high ranges of
mountains or encountering diseases from passing through backcountry area. It also
helped disperse development from the capital to several far away key provinces
resulting in trade expansion and administrative benefits. After this first railway
was operated, the lines have been expanded throughout the country. It, therefore,
could be realized that this railway line from Bangkok to Nakhon Ratchasima has

created public benefits in accordance with the royal initiative in all aspects.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit and Nanyard Nanta
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Old Photo Mirrors the Past :
Phra Sawet Gajadejdilok the Royal
Elephant of King Rama VII

et

The royal bull elephant of the King Rama VII was born in a quarter of

the Borneo Company in Fang District, Chiang Mai Province. He was an elephant
cub with notable physical characteristics and behaviors distinguishable from
other elephants. Unlike ordinary elephants, he is always clean, joyful, and courteous.
At that time, the Chiang Mai Governor and Mr. Deaf Mcfee, forest manager of Borneo
Company, together presented this elephant to His Majesty King Prajadhipok. After the
officials had examined the elephant’s characteristics, they found that he is a white
elephant under the family of Akkhanipong, the royal elephant named Pathum
Hatthee. Later on, the King Rama VIl pleased to visit to see the elephant at Su Thep
foothills during his royal visit to Phayap Precinct on 24 January 1926 while there were
many Northern royal families and people collaboratively organized a ceremony at
Yupparaj Wittayalai School’s field. On 16 November 1927, there was enrollment
ceremony at the Royal Elephant Stable in Dusit Palace and the elephant was named
Phra Sawet Gajadejdilok. The elephant was the only royal elephant of the King Rama
VIl and was the important elephant transported on train from Chiang Mai to Bangkok.
Phra Sawet Gajadejdilok passed away in 1943,

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit and Nanyard Nanta
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