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HlS Royal nghness Prlnce Damrong
___;;_jj*' ~ Rajanupab’s Slgmflcant

Act 0 _:_{Admmlstratlve Reform At Local
Government level | i

Wlth the gracious and close confidence of ng Chulalongkom Rama V

~ His Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanupab was appomted to be the f1rqt--

Minister of the Mmlstry of Intenor During 23 years of this pemod HIS Royal- ;
‘Highness Prince Damrong showed great ability to implement the King’s policies
by initiating and reforming many aspects of mtener Admmstraﬂon and also
formahzmg the regulations governing the Mmlstry of Interlor The Implemen-
- tatlon of anew local govemment structure known as “_Thesapmbal” system was,
:.s' ecebsful A number of actmtles were orgamzed fb_..strengthen the system

.::'“%1gn1f1ca ac ﬂf__modemlzahon at 10cal 80V9mme’m level and is regarded as_'
- f-hlghly '1m ortdnt to democranc admlmetraﬁon today
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;. varied by the nature of loeal pronuncmtlon such ds “Mahalela > “Mahdldlor ;.

. Mahalela,”._the 'St Cannon and

Browsmg through__the '_I aternet

Bangkok Chrbﬁieiéh 'ree'tirds the ex1stence of two cannons presentedj -
to King Rama I by the Prince Brother Borvomc;urasmghanartij -
first one called Phraya Tani» 1s now on chspldy in front of thﬁ
Interior. The other one was not yet Icienufled __ -

: ~ and “Malela.” Browsmg through the internet, the author found meanmé, of

the term “Lela” in an online Malay—EmEth dlctionary as a type of cannon, .

- accompanied by a photograph of a qample

The photo reminds the author of the cannons found in the bouth of:-f_--_”

~ Thailand. Many are on display in front of the Go» ernor of T ran g - remdence._.

| ~ and the National Museum at Songkia

_;':be in Bangkok.

From the photographie records of ancient cannons in _Ban‘g,kok: -
(no. 211), the author identified two cannons that could be the Mahalela.
However the inscription from one of the two tells no relatmns}np w1th the -
story of the Mahalela. - -

Study of the second cannon, however found the mscnptlon bearmg.;
the orlgmdl name of the cannon and the size of bullet All these ev1denceb'_'_ -

is the Eost cannon we are lookmg for.
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Wat Rajathivas...Revisited

Wat Rajathivas, known as “Wat Samor Rai” in the past, is an undated
ancient temple, Perhaps, it was built in Ayuddhaya period. In Rattanakosin
period, this temple was the royal monastery to many royalties during
their monkhoods including King Rama Il, King Rama IV, and Prince
Mahasenanurak of the Front Palace.

The restoration of the temple was carried out since the first reign of
Bangkok. In the third reign, the Prince of the Front Palace built a state pavilion
for Prince Mongkut who was then ordained as a monk. When he took over
the throne, King Mongkut himself added a chedi to the monastery ground to
commemorate King Rama III.

The major renovation came in the reign of King RamaV
The reconstructions and new additions include the ordination hall,
the assembly hall, monks’ pavilion, paved road, and waterways. He also
had a replica of Buddha Samphannee Image made for the ordination hall.

In the reign of King Rama VI, the mural paint on the ordination hall’s
walls was executed. Another pavilion was added behind the hall and the
new residence hall of the abbot was built.

A wooden building from Phyathai Palace was relocated to the monastry
in the reign of King Rama VII. Three lows of monks’ chambers were added
at Queen Rampaiphanee’s behest.

In this reign, there has been no more addition to the monastery but
King Bhumipol had renovated the existing buildings such as the ordination
hall, the assembly hall, and King Mongkut’s pavilion. Major renovation of
the presiding Buddha image was also executed in this reign.

The name of the temple was changed from “Rajthivas” to “Rajathivas”
in the reign of King Mongkut.

Abstracted by Buthsayarat Kootiem
Translated by Anucha Thirakanont
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