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Lidded container with lotus motif, sheet silver with repoussé decoration
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Mural painting, Uposatha of Wat Ratchasittharam, Bangkok
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Mural painting, Phutthc pel, National Museum, Bangkok
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Container in the form of Hamsa (swan), sheet gold with repoussé decoration, crypt of the
main Prang at Wat Ratchaburana, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
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Lidded boxes, sheet gold with repoussé, enamel and diamonds decoration
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Lidded container, lacquered wood with mother-of-pearl inlay
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W.A. bedm -baos
Patihariyadarsanaya Pavilion,
carved wood, lacquered and gilded
wood, glazed tiles, built in the reign

of King Rama VI, 1910 - 1925
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Phra Bot, paint on cloth
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“Thepphanom’ (a praying deity),

stucco, Sukhothai style
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Buddha subduing Mara, carved ivory Walking Buddha, cast bronze
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Buddha subduing Mara, sheet gold with repoussé and precious stones decoration, Ayutthaya style
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Garuda ¢ripping Naga, gilded
lacquer and mirrored glass, the
base of uposatha, Wat Phra Si

Ratanasasadaram, Bangkok
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nssilonunaoy UssAugInEannang

TanszirgnuIuatinaITIy Uy Yseavan
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Wat Phrachetuphonwimonmangkhalaram inlay
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Royal palanquin, Siwikakan, Rattanakosin style
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Bejeweled elephant, sheet gold with gold filigree and precious stones
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Cloth-covered roof of barge, with gold wrapped-threads decoration,
of Anekajatibhujanga royal barge

. MUANAYN Ao NungwaeRynlagliuifuivsevsowiiniRumduiuy vae
\udswowing 9 Wy JUvaednifiumud Unywd sUouywd suqmBdanu (Jusu viewm
Huwshusuuiiugeu dwsurhusunssdes Send “wifyn”

e, MUY 19viersUudmsuldlusivnisnesin

amo. nuinsyay Wunutslundeadn fe Nuanussnszaeaiionie o Jugunm
viemamesind winUuasing dlulavssdudununnusdsing q deidudsansedld
u wu Iaiduanansuustludnsmesusann viaidudeiidosnisidnudinsm wu Unamane
ANUANMIZLT ANLAITIULUYD AnudsaTesianienu Wudu nagaulld Wy nszaunessy
Snwusdunszaulalansuiuu o wdoudeanes Mdwdui q nszawmesimeg [y
nszmelaTiueuHun U 9§ e smaniduenddmiuines nszawuraan Aensvay
miminndssdanosanfuminnsgany nszaneaiu iunszauedeufines A3u uaz
#3u q Anduiundrensznuosdngy nizn1ud Aenszaueuudg 9



. NUYNNDIBINGY AD URRRANTINAILNTLAYNDIBINGY IBLINTEA YNNG Y
Juiiusessuate dmdudseiunnuasdasing o nszsaunasdingeiidnvaziulavsyiands
' ad aa O v M Yo vy = & o A oA &
WU 9 Uniduddunsassanu udlaviilisnundadudnes viedou 4 Al
alo. TNYINFIN AD NUNENLAEINEYIA DeliNATEIUNIAT LaLIATEITEUA
Tnenauyanstiuinugnuazitiudu 9 [Wudunsan visindnaauiuenssn dsidianaun
Iludunsnan viselimanisesiulanes vilvinudulidnesgnlamay

e, ALY “auy” wad) 18U gu Ur wande muvestsaugldudnuriiadesn
suedomils uazmsiudindndeosne 9 wWu 1e3eanw sy oz Jaondin iude
91Ut Nuruslusautsesnlutnsauylve wazdnsauriu ihazldunnuduvasstnainane
sulszeln suwluanudunguesiedu onvswdsmmelundualnanesing g de

. NUTREEAUNS Ae unevsedndumeliluwauvseden Wunsedldues
a9 WU Useanien aneaussdunsusesluanu Wendnvieruds unansaseningnaeais vse
L RNGRE]

oy oy XX A PR -1 Y o 82 4devd v & & o i

. 11adauinINg Ao udeudimedie nauidudds Welmdeudaduiu wagli
Wenu Wi SounssumLaIngng nsenan f1uadnInseIo

ano. MUANYUNTMLALNA AputrieTeIdanE uiasis dneidedddluiensmunl
W 519795 905 59 V1ees nsenaesestnng aanldnnuss
WJudu =

1 = 1 1 = 1 &
oner. UANNTD UTeEBSasUluT I a819SeNNY
Tundn druSunanieldlusivnisnesin Taeialy
1 ) & a = & [J = 1 Y o
wdaluEe o vl Ao Fon vhangasevieuliitiuiye
mounasbidusesdninduube udndnnsuEe b 419l
niveentaglirmuaraulnliuugniteeen wasiFese vhan
linszausielugude InuSeda udmenuiudueldli
YFUUIMNULLINBVBINTE AU

lausegugalnsingmenin Sonse il gamsigussa s9nan
Bow with Vishnu on Garuda ¢ripping Naga figurehead of Narai Song Suban royal barge, built
in the reign of King Rama IX



iFolunsruIunszgeInTIMNYANITA S9NI1aT o
The royal barge for a ceremony of Kine Rama IX

ac. Nuterity Nutdederitu fe Solulng suludedenal Weldidude
fvemmezia warliluFertiusy edrededen Wluswnsnesin Wwuriseidermiuly
szozusniiutnasmidu deummeunednd (mszoussmiaiaionsd @9 yuue) Wug
#olfe “undinanayns” JaduFerhihludusniidelasaulnelididalusvatonssumauio
wsgtanddegin Junadl «

et MUFNUIRAT Aonugsieuns nasdeulduinsmin Ussnousalassuniuman
sUmMnumEenit “awnsn” dadugduing dndhveuuiesiiendt “Aane” iy
widn “mih$y” sUpdnenduth « wiu Srunashivderitwedasiuns dauazdnveu Yseney
fadniulassins Tnslifeuiisessioliain Jszanusossemeiszaummeunmusos
ey s lwaugnues mndudsiguun inglildsy azlumnuduassushidethenie
ety Suasanssudsviiuins

<o. udinenliilv ndananldlwldluimsanaulnsauraiing g msUssAvgaantdln
Taududutanman fnssuismsnandng o fu TdeFonuatevin augusa dnvae was a
Aos uazmsiadouln wu n3am 9530 1g exla inedles gy Jedlil Uangn Sreite v
Uadeu 13509 semmenlitl aenliiss osvas desias aenliith nswans ¢ Weu ruuausin
nonldiiiiew nanlduy



Artworks of Court Artisans

Royal artworks created by chang (artisan) or silapin (artist) to serve the royal
commands on various occasions were finely made according to the conventional practices
and royal customs. The Kings of Thailand have kindly continuously patronized and
supported both artworks and artisans. Artisans and artists have been highly respected

by society at large, and have also been given full support to create high-level works.

The history of the court artisans appears for the first time in a Sukhothai
inscription dated to the 14" -15" century. They were called chang lo (artisan of casting)
and nai chang mai pluk kuti vihan (artisan who was skillful at wood constructions). The
Chronicles of Ayutthaya (1350 - 1767) also mentioned chang kosang mondop (artisan
who constructed the mandapa which were halls in a shrine or temple complex). The
classification of court artisans can be dated back to the Ayutthaya period as they were
found in the names listed in the reign of King Trailokanat (1448 — 1488). Some types of
artisans who had sakdina (the amount of rice fields and the land owned according to a
person’s social status) like noblemen did were also mentioned. During his reign, King
Phutthayotfachulalok the Great (1782-1809), better known to the West as King Rama |
of the Chakri Dynasty, of the present Rattanakosin period established the krom chang
sip mu (the Department of Artisans), which literally means the groups of artisans. The
department employed the court artisans who created various types of artworks. In the
later periods, the court artisans were divided into numerous groups and served in many
different departments. The numerous names referring to the types of artisans increased
far more than in the Ayutthaya period. In 1894 the Fine Arts Department of Thailand was
established and the krom chang sip mu was merged with the Fine Arts Department. It
was changed to the Office of Traditional Arts, and was limited to producing only some
traditional artworks. However, there are the other state agencies that carried on the
mission, including the Royal Craftsmen College and the Department of Public Works and
Town and Country Planning. All of them created artworks in order to serve the Royal

Court and the country and to benefit the people of Thailand.



Eleven types of artworks created by the court artisans were selected to illustrate
in this diary. They are ngan chang khian (painting); ngan chang rak (lacquer work); ngan
chang muk (mother-of-pearl inlay); ngan chang pun-chang pan (plastering and stucco
works); ngan chang lo (metal casting); ngan chang sana—-ngan thong phae luat (embroidery:
gilded paper and gold thread embroidery); ngan chang bu and chang salak dun (sheet
metal and repoussé decorated work); ngan chang salak nang - nang yai (large hide figure
for shadow play); ngan chang krabuang (ceramic); ngan chang kae-chang salak (carving);
and ngan chang pradap krachok (mirrored glass inlay). These artworks were made by the
court artisans in Thai states, who harmonized their ideas, skills and sense of esthetics
with their social ideology and beliefs.

Artworks of court artisans represent the national identity which deserves protection,
conservation and revitalization for the future generations as part of the cultural heritage

of the country.
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The Fine Arts Department Na Pra That Road, Bangkok 10200

Tel. 0 2221 7811, 0 2623 6450 Fax : 0 2221 1812 www.finearts.go.th
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Director General (Mrs. Somsuda Leyavanija)

The fine Arts Department Na Pra That Road, Bangkok 10200 Tel : 0 2225 1807, 0 2221 4817 Fax : 0 2623 5827
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Deputy Director General (Mr. Barvornvate Rungrujee)

The fine Arts Department Na Pra That Road, Bangkok 10200 Tel : 0 2226 5535, 0 2221 6882 Fax : 0 2222 1330
. s9985URnsuARAUINT (Weteaun Fvinannd)

NIUAIUINT D.MTMILE WANTZUAT NTUNN @oboo WS, o blolblo mEme, © bblbm beds T3, o bolon Erlob
Deputy Director General (Mr. Anek Sihamat)

The fine Arts Department Na Pra That Road, Bangkok 10200 Tel : 0 2222 3831 0 2623 6458 Fax : 0 2623 5826
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Deputy Director General (Mr. Karun Sutthipool)

The fine Arts Department Na Pra That Road, Bangkok 10200 Tel : 0 2225 1236 0 2222 3849 Fax : 0 2623 5825
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Director of Central Administrative Office (Mrs. Sunisa Chitrbhandh)

The fine Arts Department Na Pra That Road, Bangkok 10200 Tel : 0 2225 1227 Fax : 0 2221 0628
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Director of Office of the Performing Arts (Mr. Pakorn Pornpisut)

Rajinee Road, Pranakorn, Bangkok 10200 Tel : 0 2225 9097 0 2224 1379 Fax : 0 2225 9097
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Director of Office of Archaeology (Mr. Tharapong Srisuchat)

81/1 Si Ayutthaya Road, Dusit, Bangkok 10300 Tel : 0 2282 4801 0 2282 4846 Fax : 0 2282 4846
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Director of Office of National Museums (Mr. Anandha Chuchoti)

81/1 Si Ayutthaya Road, Dusit, Bangkok 10300 Tel. 0 2628 5033 Fax : 0 2281 6766
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Director of Office of Literature and History (Mrs. Benjamas Paethong)

81/1 Si Ayutthaya Road, Dusit, Bangkok 10300 Tel. 0 2628 5021 Fax : 0 2281 1153
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Director of Office of Architecture (Mr. Sutin Jearonsawat)

81/1 Si Ayutthaya Road, Dusit , Bangkok 10300 Tel. 0 2282 0390 Fax : 0 2282 5445
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Director of Office of Traditional Arts (Miss Niramol Roungsom)

93 Phutthamonthon 5 Road, Salaya, Nakhon Pathom 73170 Tel. 0 2482 1084 Fax : 0 2482 1362
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Director of Office of the National Archives (Mrs. Sureerat Wongsangiem)

Samsen Road , Dusit, Bangkok 10300 Tel. 0 2281 1599 Fax : 0 2281 5341
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Director of Office of the National Library (Mrs. Wilawan Sapphansaen)

Samsen Road, Dusit, Bangkok 10300 Tel. 0 2281 7530 Fax : 0 2281 7543
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Director of The 1* Regional Office of Fine Arts, Ratchaburi (Miss Nareerat Preechapechacupt)

Tel. 0 3232 3226 7 Fax : 0 3232 3226 7
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Director of The 2™ Regional Office of Fine Arts, Suphan Buri (Mr. Prateep Phengtako)

Tel. 0 3554 5466 - 7 Fax : 0 3554 5466
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Director of The 3™ Regional Office of Fine Arts, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya (Mr. Supot Prommanot)

Tel. 0 3524 2501 Fax : 0 3524 2448
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Director of The 4™ Regional Office of Fine Arts, Lop Buri (Mrs. Manita Kuenkun)

Tel. 0 3641 2510 Fax: 0 3641 3779
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Director of The 5" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Prachin Buri (Mr. Anat Bumrungvong)

Tel. 0 3721 2610 Fax:0 3721 2610
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Director of The 6" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Sukhothai (Mr. Pirapon Pisnupong)

Tel. 0 5563 3456 Fax: 0 5569 7364
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Director of The 7" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Nan (Mr. Methadol Wichakana)

Tel. 05471 1160 Fax: 05471 1160
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Director of The 8" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai (Mr. Wised Phetpradab)

Tel. 0 5322 2262 Fax: 0 5340 9072
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Director of The 9" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Khon Kaen

Tel. 04324 2129 Fax: 04333 7629
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Director of The 10" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Roi Et (Mrs. Patchanee Chandrasakha)

Tel. 0 4351 3752 Fax: 0 4351 3530
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Director of The 11" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Ubon Ratchathani (Mr. Khachon Mukmikha)

Tel. 0 4531 2845 - 6 Fax: 0 4531 2846
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Director of The 12" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Nakhon Ratchasima (Mr. Sakchai  Pojnunvanich)
Tel. 0 4447 1518 Fax: 0 4447 1518
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Director of The 13" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Songkhla (Mr. Jaruk Vilaikaew)

Tel. 0 7433 4087 - 8 Fax: 0 7433 4087 - 8
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Director of The 14" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Nakhon Si Thammarat (Miss Saengchan Traikasern)
Tel. 0 7532 4479 Fax : 0 7535 6458
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Director of The 15" Regional Office of Fine Arts, Phuket (Miss Saowanit Yasothorn)

Tel. 0 4447 1518 Fax: 0 7631 1025
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Mural painting depicting the Buddha descending from Tavatimsa (Indra’s Heaven)

to the human world by way of a miraculous triple ladder, color powder,
Wat Thongthammachat, Bangkok, Rattanakosin style, Ca. early 19 century
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Mural painting depicting a scene of Thai Buddhist way of life, color powder,
Wat Bowonniwetwihan, Bangkok, Rattanasosin style, Ca. late 19" century
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Mural painting, pigmented natural resin, and color power, Rattanakosin style, Ca. 19" century,
Wat Saketratchaworamahawihan, Bangkok
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Manuscript cabinet, lacquered wood, built in the 19" century; its front panels inlaid with mother-of-pearl,
originally from a door panel of Ayutthaya style, Ca. 18" century, National Museum, Bangkok
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Lidded container, lacquered rattan with mother-of-pearl inlay, Rattanakosin style,
Ca. late19th - early 20" century, National Museum, Bangkok









unenyuthy Aadzduun wnsanssuil bo s Jaumilns1su (Talasen) Yarindeslvl
Devatas, stucco, Lanna style, Ca. 14" century, Vihara, Wat Mahaphotharam, Chiang Mai Province
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A pediment with Kala, Thepphanom and floral motifs, stucco, Ca. 17" - 18" century,

th th

Wat Mahathatworawihan, Phetchaburi Province
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Walking Buddha, bronze, Sukhothai style, Ca. 14™ -15" century
Sawan Woranayok National Museum, Sukhothai Province
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Ishavara, bronze, Ayutthaya style, 1510, National Museum, Khamphang Phet
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Curtain of the royal barge, Suphannahong, cloth with mirrored glass and gold threads embroidery,
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Rattanakosin style, Ca. 19" century, National Museum of the Royal Barges
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Cloth with gold threads embroidery of Wo Siwikakan, the royal palanquin,
Rattanakosin style, Ca. 19™ century,
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Costume of Phiphek in a Khon performance, decorated with gold and
silver thread embroidery with mirrored glass, Rattanakosin style,
Ca. 21* century, Office of Performing Arts
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Standing crowned and bejeweled Buddha, gold with enamel, Ayutthaya style,
National Museum, Bangkok
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Chest clasp, Thap-Suang, sheet gold, inlaid with precious stones, Ayutthaya style,
Ca. early 15" century, Chao Sam Phraya National Museum
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Large shadow puppet depicting Lakshman fighting with Indrajit, rawhide, pigments,
Rattanakosin style, 1809 - 1824, Central Storage, Office of National Museums
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Large shadow puppet depicting Phra Ram fighting with Mangkonkan, rawhide, pigments,
Rattanakosin style, 1809 - 1824, Central Storage, Office of National Museums
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Large shadow puppet depicting Phra Ram shooting an arrow, rawhide, pigments,
Rattanakosin style, 1809 - 1824, Central Storage, Office of National Museums
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Large shadow puppet depicting Phra Ram and Hanuman chasing Mangkonkan, rawhide, pigments,
Rattanakosin style, 1809 - 1824, Central Storage, Office of National Museums
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Lidded bowls with scenes from Phra Aphaimani, porcelain with overglaze enamel decoration

and a gold overglaze, Rattanakosin style, Ca. 19" century, National Museum, Bangkok
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Ceramic decoration on the main chedi, Wat Ratchaabophitsathitmahasimaram, Bangkok,
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Rattanakosin style, Ca. 20
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Pediment with floral motifs, ordination hall, Wat Nong Bua, Nan Province, carved wood,
Lanna style, Ca. 20" century
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Mirrored glass decoration on the base of Mandapa, Wat Phra Si Rattanasatsadaram,

Bangkok, Rattanakosin style, Ca. 19th century



Usamdnaes 1t Uameaussdunszan Aauzdnulnduns wnsanissuil b
NATAUNADIUUAIYIA NITUAT
Miniature Prasat, lacquer, pismented natural resin, paint, and gilding on wood, Rattanakosin style,
Ca. 18"™- 19" century, National Museum, Bangkok
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Pediment with floral motifs, mirrored glass and enamel, Vihara,

Wat Phrachetuphonwimonmangkhalaram, Bangkok, Rattanakosin style, Ca. 18" 19" century
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Exterior wall of mandapa, decorated with Phum Khao Bin and Thepphanom motifs, mirrored glass,
Wat Phra Si Rattana Satsadaram, Bangkok, Rattanakosin style, Ca. 19" century
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Mural painting with scenes from the majors events relating to His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej,

color powder, Rattanakosin style, 2004, Phra Phuttha Rattanasathan ordination hall,
the Grand Palace, Bangkok
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Ordination hall of Wat Phra Ram Kao Kanchanaphisek, Bangkok,
the Buddhist temple for King Rama IX’s reign, Rattanakosin style, 1995
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His Majesty the King’s painting, oil paints on canvas



Feng\
o

PO

Avnsal: wisumasAansziegimsainszususaleanslusaindis binsuauins
Jnaratuilensgsmunssimaonaiaviun WelimsAney beew dinddumy
Ornaments for Phra Sawet Adulyadej Phahon, a royal white elephant,
created by Office of Traditional Arts, at the behest of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 2006
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