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An Excavation of Ceramic Kiln Site
Recently Discovered at INTAKHIN,
Mae Taeng , CHIANGMAI.

Sayan Prishanchit and Suphamas Duangsakul

The Land of Lanna and Ceramic Kiln Sites

Lanna : 1w, is called for the ancient Thai kingdom of AD 1202 - 1558 period.
The kingdom was founded by King Phaya Mang Rai and capitalized at Chiang Mai. Major
territory of the kingdom covered an area of present northern region of Thailand including
‘Chiang Mai, Lamphun, Chiang Rai, Phayao, Lampang, Phrae, Nan and Mas Hong Son or the
area between latitude 17 10" - 20' 24’ north and longitude 92° 20" - 101" 20° east
approximately.

The word Lanna is refered to a region covering large area consisting of at least one

millon of mavan;
mentioned in old document of North Thaland.

The Lanna kingdom was quite large. 262 years before.
1550, loin Lanna had

ted, ted, s, culture, handicrat, architect
It and realized

cultural resources for moder economic development of the region,

e
resources of Thailand. The oldestsite dated back tothe &th - ath century AD. isin Changwat
Buriram while the popular sie of the 12th - 16th century AD, is at Sisatchanalai, Changwat
Sukhothai,

In upper north Thailand (will be mentioned as “Lanna region®), there are at least 13



known ancient ceramic kin sites, they are :-

(1) Wiang Kalong Kin Site , in Amphoe Wiang Pa Pao Changwat Chiang Rai.

(2) Wang Nua Kiin Site, in Amphoe Wang Nue, Changwat Lampang.

%) Kiln Site, in

(4) Phaan or Pong Daeng Kiln Site, in Amphoe Phaan, Changwat Chiang Ral,

(8) Thung Tao Hai or Mohn Wat Kiln Site, in Amphos Muang, Changwat Lampang.
(6) BanMae 3 3
(7) Huai Mao Tam Kiln Site, in Amphoe Muang, Changwat Pha Yao,

(8) Wiang Bua or Mohn-Om Kiln Site, in Amphoe Muang, Changwat Pha Yao,

(9)  Huai Nam Yauk Kiln Site . in Amphoe Khun Yuam, Changwat Mae Hong Son,
(10) Ban Bo Suak Kiln Site, in Ampho Muang, Changwat Nan,

(1) Wang Hai Kiln Site, in Amphoe Muang, Changwat Lamphun,

(12) Wiang Tha Kaan Kiln Site, in Amphoe San Pa Tong, Changwat Chiang Mai,

and

a9 (8wnin) BaanSan
Patong 1 and Baan Mued Ka, Tambon Intakhin, Amphos Ma Tasng, Changwat
Ghiang Mai,

Although, the Lanna region is abandoned with ceramic kiin sites, history of them are
absent from historical evidences such as stone inscriptions, legends, chronicles or oral
history.
work and scientifc research related to them. In the past, archaeologist under the Fine Arts

Kilnsite (1970-1971), the Sankamphaeng kin site (1971-1972), the Phan or Pong Daeng
Kiin site (1971), the Wiang Kalong Kin site (1979 & 1982) and the Wang Hai kiln site
(1904).

“The only problem and diffiulty in the study history of Lanna ceramics is lack of any

data which as evidence, so of them s stil
firmed and confused. One of to organize and
i’ . Australia

and the scienists of the Office of Atornic for Peace, Bangkok.
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2. Archacology of the Kiln Site at Intakhin

1994y
and Pasakorn Tonawanig. And it then has been re-surveyed and excavated by Sayan

is sponsored by the Project for archaeological - site survey and underwater archaeology
underthe Fine Arts D

of the Fine Arts D tand Assoc. Pitipat, Director of

Thai Studies, Thammasat University. The project is under the advisory of Mr. Somkid
Chotigavanit, Director General of the Fine Arts Department, Mr. Prachote Sankhanukit,
Director of the Office of Archasology and National Museurns, Mrs.Janya Manavit, Senior

‘and National Museums, Chiang Mai,

km. in Tambon Intakhin, Amphoe Mas Taeng of Changwat Chiang Mal, they are i
(00 Map No. 1)

1) AREAT islocated on foot of hill siope (fia1auiiiu : elevation 333-335 m. above
MSL) by Mr. Duang-Dee Chaithanong's house, Ban San Patong |, No 81, Moo 1 1, Tambon
Intakhin, latitude 1 11" 279" north and 98 58" 503" east or UTM - grid 47QMB 498200 /
21021250 co-ordinations. (Map. L1017-47471l-1-RTSD / GPS position December 21,
1996)

2) AREAIL is also located on foot of hillsiope called “Noen Khamu" (elev. 350-360
m. above MSL.) along south side of Huay Chang Tai. The second area of Itakiln kiln site is
dabout 1-1.5k

to north fence of Naresuan Police Training Camp, Mae Taeng.

3) AREAIN Huay Chang

the
area of WatMeud Ka, Moo 17, & arealll

by M . villager of Ban M s
team in December 1996,




o TumweRiane

the Sixth Regional Office of Archacology and National Museums, Chiang Ma, Fine Arts
Department, has excavated 2 test pits measured 3 x 5 sq. metres. and 4 x 5 sq. metres. at
) “clay - slab

Kin ITK 1, ITK:

pit and siillun-excavated. (see area plan no. 1),

instrcture. Oy oot down
Thokins' ar

101he earth atlow level and s narrow foot-rm aised-up. Sayan Prishanchit has defined

such shape of these kins s “Jar-Like-Kiln" or Tao Hai : tngalu (Fig 3 & Plan no. 4

Kins cimensions and soma informations e istd horo

Kiln ITK1.

» extreme length from entrance to back of chimney - 5,750 mm.
+ extreme width at fire-box - 2,200 mm.
o length of pot-chamber (from fire-wallto chimney) - 2,600 mm.
» length of fire-box (from entrance to fre-wall) - 1150 mm,
o width of fire- wall - 1650 mm.
o height of fire - wall - 650 mm.
‘o width of fire - hole or entrance - 800 mm.
 height of envance - 500 mm.
o diameter of kiln chimney - 750 mm.
o height of kiln chimney - 1400 mm,
o average thickness of side kiln wall - es-100 mm.
o average thickness of chirmney wall - 90 mm.
o kiln axis direction - NedE/Sesw
o direction of kiln entrance - NeGE
o slope of ki floor - e5-7.0degiee

Kiln ITK2.  Kir

ITK 3. Most of ts



P o

Kin foor, fire-wal were absent,
below i~
@ dimension of kiln chimney (oval) - 700x780 mm.
« average thickness of chimney wall & 90 mm.
and Kz, 3
ash and charcoal, of white glaze and

celadon wares.

Kiln ITKs.. This kin is located by north side of Kiln ITK2 and ts main structure at
entrance, fire-box, and 3/4 of pot-chamber are exposed in Pit K.2. lts approximate
dimensions and some other data are listed here.

o extreme length from entrance to back of chimney - 3,850 mm.
o extreme width at fre-box - 2,050 mm.
« length of pot-chamber (from fire-wall to chimnay) - 1,750 mm.
o width of fire- wall - 1650 mm.
 height of fre - wall - 650 mm.
o width of fire - hole or entrance - 800 mm.
« heightof entrance - 500 mm,
o diameter of kil chimney - 750 mm,
« height of kiln chimney - 1,400 mm,
« average thickness of side kin wall - 98-100 mm
 average thickness of chimney wall - %0 mm.
o ki axis direction - NsdE/SsoW
 direction of kiln entrance - NegE
o slope of kin foor - es-7.0degree

ITKs. The kiln chimney islocated 4.00 m. east of Kiln ITK's chimney. Only small
part of its entrance and fire-box is unearthed in Pit K.2., s0 most of data related to the kiln
a This kin meters of longth.

Ki

ITKs,

1TKs's chimney



and out of Only top part of

3. Ceramic Products and Finds

Cerarics finds

any fiing, such as over-fired and under-fired pieces or broken pieces. Athough these

the types of ceramics manufactured at each Kin.

Major types of ceramic products of the Inthakhin kiln site are celadon and greenish

i ight-groon glaze an presening n e forms ofdishes/ bowia (), coverad s
(). The wares are h

imilar

Jar varioties in

been found in

Dishes. i dring
base. i

Inthakhin kiln site are listed here i~

o articulated mouth-rim, everted plain and ring base,

. ith light the body,
« glaze on outside running down to edge of ing base
o glaze pr ¥ both sides. mm.),

 unglazed on mouth-rim,
o ting base with unglazed bottom,

o underglazed-impressed decoration at bottom inside and grooved decorations
vertically at inner side-wall,

Jars manufactured at the Intakhin kin site are stoneware body with celadon glazed,

here are
varieties in shape and size, for instances i~

 medium jar with flat base, wide shoulder, narrow-short neck and flattened mouth



Tummngu . e

» smal jar with short neck, thickened externally mouth-rim ,

o large jar with wide mouth and pendant mouth fim

» small covered / lidded jar (1), unknown shape, only lid with lotus bud knob and
‘celadon glazed is found at the site area Il

Other finds

Apart from ceramic finds mentioned earlier, some other interested finds are also
discovered from surface surveys and excavation, they are :

* Pot-supports of disc shape (fusunax), unglazed stonewars, its function was to

collected from the kil site Area I,
 Pre-fired potsherds, found in excavation pit. K1, are rare and unusual evidences
Thailand,

dish or bow of white body.
© Ceramic fish-net weight, unglazed stoneware, found at the kiln site Area Il

4. Chronology of the

Meaning that one kin than the oth Pt
and Pit K.2 reveals that the Kiln ITK2 s located a lite higher than the other 3 kilns, and

The Kiln ITK
1.1TKs and

that means the three kilns had been firing together at the same time. It can be preliminary
concluded that the Kiln ITK 2 s the older than the Kin ITK 1, ITK3 and ITKs.

Age of the Intakhin Kiln Site




st o  tumanRen

styles evidences.

which had been earlyofthe 13th - mid
ofthe 171h century AD., DaengKiln Site, during th
in The Lanna Kiln

(S. Prishanchit and P. Pengtako. Sankamphaeng Kiln Site
wusa#m, 1990)

Inthakhin,
‘ground kiln type of the Sankamphasng and the above~ground brick kiln of the Phaan. Their
. forinsts

and of the Ph: body and tothose of the
Phaan.

Preliminary and relatively study results that the Intakhin Kiln Site should be activated
during the Lanna Period, between the 14th - 16th Gentury AD. which was contemporaneous
10 the Phaan Kiln Site.

However, scientific dates resuling from the C-14 and ofher methods operating by Or.
. Thailand

Solution for the dating of the Inthakhin Kiln Site.

6. The Intakhin kiln site and the history of Thung Phan Aeg Phan Fya Muang
Khaen (The field with thousand yokes and thousand harrows)

. the location of foot ofhllslope. at
northwest margin offerile alluvial plain called *¥jsWuuenWuiBlowfinsuny” (Thung Phan
Eag Phan Fya Muang This

tand for

13th century AD up to present. This field covers and area of approximately 30,000 rai.

According to Tamnan of Kesakhanthanakorn by Maha Muen Vuthayano [

/dinaunu) locating by Rong Khaen riverine at mid of this alluvial land, southeast of the kin
sites. There are many abandoned temples and sites located in Thung Phan Aeg Phan Fya.



- o

at Thung
butit
in Chiang Mai and Lanna history.
On the other hand, sito itsel, particular

v
the one atr.

Mai and outsiders. The site, however. needs further proper conservation and development
in order to sustain the use of i

resourcefully.
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San Koo

Higher up on the mountain where Pra That Doi Sutep is located , another Pra That
Chedi has been discoveredin. Studies have revealed that this Pra That Chedi, called
San Koo, s quite important to history of Buddhism and culture in the Northern Thailand
and Lanna,

The site of this ancient monument before the excavation project started consitsted
of 2 mounds: one with a ched’s base on top and the other, south of the first mentioned,
with a vinara's foundation on top. In the middle of the chedis base, a large and deep
hole had been illegally dug with intention to callect precious objects. Around the hole,
bits and pieces of brick, laterite and earth together wih fallen leaves and branches
had been piled up. It is 5.30 metres deep. Important art objects and artifacts have been
found

Buddha images and mouided buddha images made of baked clay

1.1 Head of a Buddha image made of low-fired baked clay, Hariphunchai style.
1.2 Pieces of an earthen (baked clay) Buddha image, presumably in the sitling
posture, vith legs folded one on top of the other.

1.3 A moulded, earthen Buddha image-in fact. a broken, large plate or tablet
about & centimetres wide, 13 cm. high and 1.5 cm. thick. In the midde is a large
crowned image of Buddha seated on a lotus throne, his legs folded and his hands
in the atttude of subduing Mara (Maravijaya attiude). This Buddha image is in a frame
resembling the flamelike halo. The surrounding Buddha images are smaller but are in
the same siting posture as the large one. This moulded, earthen Buddha image
(the large one) resembles the one found in the excavation and restoration of Chedi Koo
Chang and Chedi Koo Ma, Muang District, Lampoon.

2. A gold plate in the shape of a comb-a semi-circular gold plate spread out
and beaten 1o a thickness of only .25 centmetres with a diameter of 4.675 cm.
Presumably this gold plate must have been put in a sort of cellar (*Kru®) or a large
hole under the chedi's base i.e. in the so-called “Kru Nam" together with a bas-relie!
head of an earthen Buddha image and some other earthen Buddha images.

3. Alarge number of fragments of earthenware, Hariphunchai style. Most of these.
are of soft texture, unglazed, in the shape of an um for ashes with etched designs
on the fim in the shape called “Nam Ton" -small, with engraved white designs.



| N

4. Earthen receptacies for burning incense o oil resembling small, shallow bowis,
very thick, glazed greenish yellow or dark brown or unglazed.
5. Fragments of glazed pottery, Sankampaeng style, hard and rather rough
textured. glazed dark green inside only. The bottom parts of these fragments are smooth,
6. A fragment of green Chinese glazed pottery-a part broken off a small, green
glazed jar, the Yuan Dynasty deted about C1éth-19th B.E.

7. There iron bolts found while excavating the vinara's foundations-made by
beating iron into pieces, each about 10-19 cm. in lenght with four straight edges.

Four or five bricks covered with gold leaf found in the hole in the middie of
the chedi's base at a depth of 2 metres, presumably used for building the cellar of
the chedi.

9. Sixteen bricks with letters and symbolic designs, found in the structure of the
vinara's foundations, the letters resembling the Lanna sacred script of C21st-22nd B.E.

10. Baked tiles found in abundance on the vihara's foundations, oblong in shape,
hardened by baking, unglazed.

Chedi San Koo

‘The question is whether Chedi San Koo was erected before Phya (King) Mangrai
founded Chiangmai (before 1839-18408.E.) or whether it was erected in the early years.
of the Mangrai Dynasty.

The ancient art objects found in the hole or cellar in the middle of the chedi's
base should be considered, for these indicate that Chedi San Koo was constructed
between the end of C.15th and the beginning of Czoth (B.E.) or thereabouts. Besides
the architectural form shows the influence of Hariphunchai architecture. The plan of the
chedi a square “Ruan Thai® on a threetiered square base and on the top of the “Ruan

Thai" a with indicates even more
cleary that Chodi San Koo is simier in form 1o the chect at Wat Pasek Muang
Chiangsaen and the chedi at Wat Pra That Song Pea Nong, Wiang Prusksa and the
original ched at Wat Sadue-muang in the heart of Chiangmai as shown by the pictures.
Vihara San Koo

The foundation of the vihara at San Koo consist of 4 low brick walls, The area
within these walls was filed with packed earth to make an earth floor with only one
st of steps in the front (facing south). There is no evidence of any walls. Only some
bolts used tohold together parts of the roof and some baked roof ties were found.
Presumably this Vihara San Koo is of the type called "vihara thong” that has neither



side walls nor a front wall. Inside there s no Buddha image. It s believed to have been
used only as a shelter from the sun and rain when romage vas bong pad o e
chedi. The Lanna.
that the vihara must have been built around C21st-22nd (B.E.) (Kongdej Prapatthong,
interview-January 2527 B.E)

Which is of greater importance, San Koo or Pra That Doi Sutep? As much of the
evidence in the hole at the base of Chedi San Koo has been damaged or stolen, it
is. therefore quite hazardous 1o jump to the conclusion that Chedi San Koo like Pra
That Doi Sutep. is a Pra That chedi enshrining ashes of the Lord Buddha. Even so,
the position of the chedi, very high up on the hill and evident that valuables. Buddha
images, and moulded Buddha images, and moulded Buddha images were kept in the
hole indicate that the chedi was of considerable significance. Let us hypothesize that
Chedi San Koo was erected as a Buddhist monument in the reign of King Kuana. This
Chedi should have been of no less importance than Pra That Doi Sutep during that
period of time. Homage was paid to Chedi San Koo unil about C21st-22nd (BE.) as
the age of the vihara indicates. There may be several reasons why this chedi was
subsequently neglected and left to fall into ruin. One reason was that during C21st-
22nd BLE.. especially during the reign of King Tilokaraj, the people and the king did
not follow the sect of Buddhism as had been practised at Wat Bupparam Suan Dok
Mai since the reign of King Kuana. King Tiokaraj himsel patronized monks of the Singhala.
(or new Lanka) school and even ordered a revision of the Tripitaka in BLE. 2020.

Whether Chedi San Koo was a Pra That chedi buit in the reign of King Kuana
and was as important as Pra That Doi Sutep or even more important is a question to
be considered further on the basis of sufficient supporting evidence before a fair,
reasonable conclusion can be made.
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