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Editor’'s Note

On an occasion to celebrate the New Year 2007, the editorial team would like
to present our best wishes to all subscribers to have happiness throughout the year.
This Silpakorn Journal is the first issue (January-February) of the Year 2007
consisting of several academic articles; that is: The Custom of Thai dramatic arts,
Compulsory Course of Thai Classical Music: A set of Hom Rong Yen Song, and
The Grand Palace at Phra Nakorn Sri Ayutthaya, Kyushu National Museum, Tung,
Miscellaneous Knowledge from the Revision of the Collection of Thai Chroncles
Kanjanapisek Edition, Volume 1: History, Content and Some Remarks on Van Vliet
Archives. Apart from this, there are regular columns - - Old Photos Mirror the Past,
Artists of The FineArts Department, YouAsk for It and A Master Piecein the National
Museum.

We are hopeful that these articles will benefit for those who are interested
in Tha dramatic arts and Thai classical music. At the end of January, we are very sad
to inform you that a significant person in Thai dramatic arts and Thai classical music
had passed away. He isA-jarn Seree Wangnaitham, anational artist on classical music
of the Fine Arts Department. Pictures and a poem are presented in this volume for
commemoration to the teacher of Thai nation who created severa important work
in dramatic arts and music.
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Custom of Thai Dramatic Arts

In Thailand, we have had our custom of Thai Dramatic arts which requires
serious principles for those who study Thai dramatic arts from generation to
generation. It can be classified into two major groups; that is: the principles of
practice and prohibition. Each principle indicates to the belief of former teachers of
which the objective is to teach students to have morality, gratitude and carefulness.

The most importance of the custom of Thai dramatic arts is an identity of serenity.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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Compulsory Course of Thai Classical Music:
A set of Hom Rong Yen Song

Due to Thai classical music course, it is essential for students to start the 3
fundamental process; that is: attending a ceremony to start a song, practicing
playing compulsory Thai musical instruments (Kong band) and practicing the

words of songs.

“ Hom Rong Yen” is a set of song that our former teachers had composed in
variety of styles so that the beginners can study several skills such as the way to
move their bodies, learning different styles of songs by heart, practicing playing
musical instruments in various styles, playing in teamwork, and particularly practicing
having concentration. These will help students to develop their skills in all aspects

of Thai classical music.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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The Grand Palace at Phra Nakorn
Sri Ayutthaya

The Grand Palace or the Ancient Palace at Phra Nakorn Sri Ayutthaya is
one of The significant archeological sites in Thailand. There are several elaborate
and grand throne halls for the king’s multifarious duties. During Krung Sri Ayutthaya
Period, there were 3 royal palaces; multifarious duties: the Grand Palace, the Front

Palace and the Rear Palace.

During the reign of King Boroma Trilokanat, the Grand Palace was moved
from Phra Sri Sanpetch Temple to the north near the Lopburi River. King of
Krung Sri Ayutthaya had stayed at this Grand Palace until the Burmese troops
captured the Thai Kingdom in 1767. At that time, the Grand Palace was a center
of politics, economics and administration where there were collections of legal
documents, literatures and other academic textbooks. Later, King Rama I had a
command to construction the Grand Palace of the Chakri Dynasty by using the

Grand Palace at Krung Sri Ayutthaya as an important model.

Presently, some artistic works and architecture have still remained for the
benefit of historical and archeological study and research. Anyway, it was
disappointed that only the base of the throne halls still existed. From, evacuation
conducted by the Fine Arts Department, many ancient evidences were found such
as graven images, cowry shell money, bullet money, Chinese porcelains, baked

clay water-pipes and tiles.

According to records of foreigners, buildings in the Grand Palace were
designed in a harmonious and delicate city plan. It was presented to the might of
righteousness of the kings of Krung Sri Ayutthaya whose positions were similar to
a god, which was a belief that had an influence from Khmer. It was also reflected
to people’s attitudes, politics, culture and knowledge of that ancient period. The
Grand Palace is a remarkable historical site for researching in Phra Nakorn Sri

Ayutthaya.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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Kyushu National Museum

Kyushu National Museum is the newest national museum of Japan, is
opened on 16 ™ October 2005. The museum is located in Dazaifu City, Fukuoka
Prefecture, west - southern part of Kyushu Island. This museum is the fourth
national museum founded following those in Tokyo, Kyoto and Nara. The exhibition
display how Japanese culture has developed from the prehistoric period to the
mid 19 ™ century with the 920 collections. Its mission statement says the museum
show how the Japanese culture has developed from the view of Asian history
studies. Cultural interaction between other Asian countries is also a part of its
mission, locating near to Korea or China.

The establishment of Kyushu National Museum launched between the
Japanese government and Fukuoka Prefecture, was started by the research committee
in 1994. The establishment committee developed the master plan of museum in
1998. The construction work was started jointly with Fukuoka Prefecture and the
Foundation for Establishment Kyushu National Museum in 2001 and the
Independent Administrative Institution National Museum and Fukuoka Prefecture
started the engineering work of exhibition, the construction work was completed
in 2003.

The Kyushu National Museum is the large museum, 36.1 meters height,
with site area 160,715 square meters, building area 14,622 square meters and total
floor area 29,998 square meters. There are necessary facilities systems for museum
such as air system, sanitary system, electric system, telecommunication system,
electric system for security, and quake - absorbing device.

The function composition of the museum building are permanent exhibition
gallery (3900 m’), special exhibition gallery (1500 m®), lobby, administrative office,
collections room, office of curatorial and education, museum science and restoration

area, also the facilities such as, lecture rooms, auditorium, museum shop, restaurant.

Translated by Jarunee Incherdchai
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Tung

Tung is a deeply rooted way of thought that has become symbolized
through their use. Each type of Tung has a meaning and a specific role. This
knowledge has been handed down from generation to generation. The word Tung
has the same meaning as tong in the language of the central Thai. In the past they
were made as elements of ceremonial and ritual occasions, fabricated out of many
different materials: cloth, paper, wood and metal, to name a few. Tung constructed
to be immovable were called Tung gradang or “rigid” Tung, and are usually made
of wood, metal or plaster. In the “Tung” we see reflected the culture, ceremonies,
rituals, beliefs and detailed spiritual values of the Lanna people of northern Thailand.
Lanna people believe that the Tung represent a connection between the world of
human beings and the spiritual world which we cannot see for example: a better
life than the one we now live or a wish to improve the future with the richness and
good deeds of the present by persuading the spirits to make it so. The Tung is not
merely decorative; the motifs and materials have meaning and the intention of the
makers is seen clearly by those who know how to read them.

The use of Tung by Lanna people can be grouped into 4 basic categories:
Tung used in auspicious occasions: Tung chai, Tung peung. Tung used in
inauspicious occasions: Tung sam hang, Tung tong, Tung reua. Tung that may be
used in both types of occasions: joh (a triangular flag). Tung that are symbols of
the Buddhist faith: representing the Tosachart (the last 10 lives of the Lord Buddha),
those representing Suwanna Bua Luang (Jataka) and those representing the life of
Prince Siddartha (The Lord Buddha).

The Future of Tung in a Changing World;Lanna people still use Tung as
an important element in spiritual life. Even though their function has sometimes
changed through time: their use in government or private processions, their use to
decorate tourist spots, their use as decoration in buildings, Tung have become
known as a symbol of the Lanna people. They remain essential to ritual and

ceremonial occasions and are a vibrant element in Lanna material culture.

Translated by Anchalee Sinthuson
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Miscellaneous Knowledge from the
Revision of the Collection of Thai
Chronicles Kanjanapisek Edition,

Volume 1: History, Content and Some
Remarks on Van Vliet Archives

Van Vliet Archives or originally called “Van Valit Archives” is a record
written by a Hollander named Jeremias Van Vliet. It was Published in the Collection
of Thai Chronicles Kanjanapisek Edition, Volume 1 of which the content is about
an event in the late reign of King Thongdhamma, a King of Krung Sri Ayutthaya
from the Sukhothai Dynasty. The King had been on the throne from 1610 - 1628.
After the King had passed away, there was a conflict between the king’s son and
the king’s brother about who would be on the throne, At last, after having won the
crown by conquest, King Prasat Tong, a noble man, was the successor, Beside, the
content is about eradication of a Japanese noble man who had an important role in
the court named Org-ya Senapimuk (Yamada Kagamaza) including other Japanese
people in the nation, the royal family of King Thongdhamma and those noble men
who had royalty to him, and an unrest situation in Nakorn Sri Thammarat Town.

However, after we had revised Van Vliet Archives (a complete copy) published
in the Collection of Thai Chronicles, section 79 in 1964 and the latter publications
by comparing with its manuscripts in English and Holland Languages as well as
other historical documents in order to publish the Collection of Thai Chronicles,
Kanjanapisek Edition, volume 1, it was found that there was a problem and some
remarks about some word, names and positions in the archives, For such problem,
it was presented in terms of an appendix to have more description for those who
are interested in history can make their researches in depth. Apart from this, we
found that spelling and pronunciation of some words in Holland language from
the manuscript could be interpreted similarly to Thai translation more than those

in English language.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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Old Photos Mirror the Past:
King Vajiravudh’s Legitimate Drama

King Vajiravudh (King Rama VI) was very keen in various fields of
knowledge, especially in literature. The King was a distinguished writer whose
creativity contained the rich intellectual heritage in several prose and verse forms.
His literary works for stage dramas were a good example for his capability, which
was very worthy for those who want to study and research. King Vajiravudh
modernized Thai stage performance to be suit for that period of time presenting
through several dramas he had written such as Nitra-Chakrit, Mitr-tae (means real
friendship), Phra Ruang, and Hua-Jai Nukrob (means heart of warlord), etc.

It was clearly seen that King Vajiravudh not only did multifarious duties
for Thai populaces as a king but also was a significant writer in Thai History on

Dramas.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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A Master Piece in the National Museum:
Phra Maha Thera Lai Lie

Phra Maha Thera Lai Lie Exhibited in Bangkok National Museum is a small
sculpture of a Buddhist monk made from mixed metal. The Buddhist monk in a
sitting position of meditation pose has bald head, pointed nose and round face
which express serenity with a little smiling. His eyes are almost closed. It is a
special style of Rattanakosin style of arts. The sculpture wears a monk robe
(Civara) covering only left shoulder with the outer robe (Sanghati) on the left
shoulder. The significant character of the sculpture is an embossed design of round
or oval symbol on the upper arm relating to the name of Phra Maha Thera Lai Lie

or Phra Maha Thera Khaen Lie (means a monk with a design on shoulder or arm).

According to this sculpture, it was indicated in a literary work “Twelve-
month Ceremonies” written by King Rama V that it had been used in the Rain
Ceremony from the reign of King Rama IV to King Rama V. In this book, the
sculpture was called Phra Maha Thera Khaen Lie.

Bisides, the story of Phra Maha Thera Lai Lie was found in a record of the
northern chronicles and Phra Pathom Chedi Legend that he was punished by
having had a mark on his upper arm before entering the monkshood in Ceylon
Island. Later he took 2 branches of Maha Pho Tree and 650 relics of Lord Buddha
to provinces in the lower-northern region and central region. However, it has not
been clear enough if it is the story of Phra Maha Thera Lai Lie that was placed in
the Rain ceremony. Therefore, it is necessary to collect more evidences for further

study in the future.

Translated by Salinya Mephokee
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