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The Front Palace
(Wang Na)

The Front Palace, generally known as Wang Na, was originally the residence of Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon
Sathan Mongkol (the second state dignitary after the King and heir to the throne), who was also known as Wang
Na. The title Wang Na originated when King Naresuan the Great was Wang Na (heir to the throne) in the reign of
King Maha Thammaracha and took up his residence in the Chankasem Palace, located in front of the Royal Palace.
This gave birth to the term Wang Na which means the Front Palace.

During the Rattanakosin Period, the Front palace was located to the north of the Grand Palace. It consisted
of several buildings such as Siwamokphiman Throne Hall, Phutthaisawan Chapel, Issarawinitchai Audience Hall,
Phra Wiman Residential Group and Issaretrachanuson Hall, most of them were constructed in different periods.
During this period, 5 Wang Na resided in this Palace. In the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), the position
“Wang Na” was abolished, thus the Front Palace was no longer used as Wang Na'’s residence. The functions of the
compound have changed over time through several periods. Some parts were turned into the National Museum,
the National Theatre and Thammasat University.

On the Auspicious Occasions of His Majesty the King's 7t Cycle Birthday Anniversary on 5 December 2011
and His Royal Highness Crown Prince’s 5" Cycle Birthday Anniversary on 28 July 2013, the Fine Arts Department
initiated a project for the conservation and development of the Front Palace in areas under the responsibility of
the Fine Arts Department. This has led to the archaeological studies of this compound.




