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The Fine Arts Department
- and Thao Suranaree Monument Construction

T

A venerable person, the highly revered Thao Suranaree (Khunying Mo or Lady Mo) is the city

~_ heroin of Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Hence, a memorial monument for her bravery was erected in __

5':3;:;?;;1;___ front of the archaeological Chumphon Gate, Muang District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. The Fine Arts
~ Department took responsibility for the monument design and construction in compliance with an
official letter from Phraya Kamthorn Phayabthit (Dis Intharasorot), Nakhon Ratchasima Govemo:’-
notifying Nakhon Ratchasima population’s wish to have a monument bui[t to commemofate
| Thao Suranaree’s sacrifice. For this undertaking, a budeet of 1,200 baht provided to the Fine Arts
Department. To begin, Professor Silpa Bhirasri (Corrado Feroci) was assigned to design and proceed
~with sculpting. It is a cast bronze statue, 325 ke. in weight, 1.85 m. in heig_ht, standihg female in Dok
Krathum hair style, wearing brocade with striped pattern and oblique shoulder top, her head looking
down a bit, holding a sword in the right hand, akimbo left handed, standing while taking a short step
forward by the left foot. ' _

| The opening ceremony of Thao Suranaree monument was organized on January 15 - 16, 1934,
~ Onthat day her sculpture was not yet finished but placed instead the plaster statue painted in bronze
so as to collect donation or raising fund for further construction that eventually completed on unknown
_ date. But after that, more funding offered to the Fine Arts Department from time to time until J.uly 21,
1935 in an amount of 1,134 baht. Later in December 1936, another 200 baht was given for making a
~ plate inscription of Thao Suranaree’s brief life history. The monument is registered a national an-tient
monument not long after announcement made in the Royal Gazette No.54 dated January 3, 1937,
~ Section page 2,285-2,287.

Once again in 1963, another letter from Nakhon Ratchasima Province was sent to the Fine Arts
Department advising a project on improvement of Thao Suranaree Monument had been planned and
 thus requested the Fine Arts Department for a new design together with an estimated budget. With
reference to the Fine Arts Department’s proposed design, the Monument would have an extended
 marble square pedestal of 25x25 m. and the construction cost was 1,400,000 baht which was quite
high for the Province. Anyway, after a consultation, the material was changed from marble to terrazzo
floor or wash stone instead as mutually agreed. During the improvement, the heroin statue was tem-
- porary transferred to the provincial hall and moved back to locate at the same place cjn November
29, 1961. The total budget tfor the new basement was 624,667 baht.

For these reasons, Thao Suranaree Monument is viewed in more graceful look and still remains

“Soul of Nakhon Ratchasima locals and Thai people” up to the this time.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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