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Khon : An Entertaining Performance

Khon or drama dance has long been an important entertainment for people of Thailand. It originally
served as a royal utensil for kings; it was not allowed for commoners and others to hold and enjoy, but
later, kings gave permission to elite and nobles to possess the performance providing more chances for
the show to be performed. That is, Khon was not only performed in royal and state ceremonies, but
also in worshipping festivals, royal wedding ceremonies, royal greeting ceremony, funeral ceremony,
and entertaining festivals. It is noted that Khon is a common show in major or great festivals. Khon
performance represents legends of gods, and has thus been considered as an auspicious tradition and
it helps conserve valuable national cultural heritage.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit





