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The iconography of ancient sculptures found at Noen Thang Phra
historic site in Sam Chuk district infers that this place was once the centre
of ‘Suvarnapura Town’ which was mentioned in Jayavarman VII’s inscription.

All these sandstone, bronze and stucco sculptures demonstrating
Bayon art in ISth Century A.D. are believed to be created mainly for religious
purposes in Mahayana Buddhism. Currently, these ancient sculptures have
been kept at Suphan Buri National Museum.

Most of sculptures found at Noen Thang Phra ancient site are stucco.
Yet, it is still unknown which:part of this religious place these stuccoes would
be placed since the construction itself was completely destroyed with no
evidences left for tracing, while many pieces of these stuccoes were mostly
damaged. Still, the iconography of these ancient sculptures indicates that the
sculptors had determined to blend the style of Lopburi art influenced by
Bayon civilization with formerly predominant Tavaravadi style.

However, a number of ancient sculptures also discovered here demon-
strate unique characters of Sukhothai art during B Century A.D. such
as oval face, curved eyebrow, prominent nose and smiling lip. Apart from
Sukhothai-styled sculptures, there was also a discovery of = bronze Buddha
statue in U-thong style consisting of square-forehead, high cheekbones,

having small knots on head and slanting robe with its edge leaning on his
At s (355

Jeft'hia i



In addition, some Buddha sculptures with uncommon facial expression
and postures were also found here. Meanwhile, the discovery of Persian-look
human statues denotes the variety of nationalities of travelers to this area,
and show of the significance of Noen Thang Phra as a destination for overseas
traveler at the same time.

Some strange sculptures with uncommon characteristics found at this
site include Apsara, a Khmer-styled female figure in strange posture with her
arms rising up and legs pointing behind as if she is flying. Another remarkable
ancient object of same kind is Phra Serd Khon Nok - a typical Buddha statue
with feather-like headdress which was influenced by Pala art that spread out
from India to Bagan in Myanmar and northern Thailand respectively.

In conclusion, we can say that the ancient sculptures at Noen Thang
Phra historic site in Sam Chuk district of Suphan Buri province obviously have
mixed styles of art; namely Lopburi style influenced by Khmer civilization and
formerly existed folk art of Tavaravadi style in combination with subsequent
Thai art during 13”’—14th Century A.D.; by this time Khmer empire had been
deteriorated and many new regions had been established.

These ancient artifacts also showcase the development of technology
and style of art descended from ancient Tavaravadi to Sukhothai until early
Ayutthaya period.
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