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12. Naga-enthroned Buddha Statue in Subduing

Mara Posture

Khon Kaen National Museum, registration number 17/229/2520
Dvaravati Art, 10" — 11™ century CE (1,000 - 1,100 years ago)
Mr. Kuan Chuaychai and his team found a statue on a mound in the middle of a field
at Chiang Wang Village, Chiang Wang Sub-district, Phen Distirct, Udon Thani province
on 26 June, 1977. A sheriff visited the site to investigate and brought the statue back
to a district office. Mrs. Wallapa Kwanyuen received the statue from the provincial
education officer on 1 July, 1977.
Bronze, lap width 7.9 cm, height 18.1 cm.

A Naga-enthroned Buddha image (Phra Nak Prok) in the attitude of subduing
Mara (Bhumisparsha mudra) places his right hand on the shin with the fingers pointing
downwards in the earth-touching position. The left hand with palm up rests on the lap.
This statue is different from other Naga Buddha images, normally in the attitude of
mediation. The Buddha is in a seated posture with loosely crossed-legs on a base
decorated with two lions, a popular sculptural stereotype of India. His head is quite large
in proportion to the body. Facial features include a square face, a broad forehead,
curved and connected eyebrows, elongated earlobes, down-cast eyes, a big nose,
a thick mouth curving upward with slight smiling expression, large hair curls, and a conical
protuberance. The Buddha image wears the fine diaphanous robe clinging to the body
in the open mode, leaving the right shoulder uncovered. The waist area has a prominent
line of the inner garment edge. The Buddha’s head is covered with a seven-headed
Naga. Each prong of a Naga head is made separately from each other, not in a continual

arched form like that of Dvaravati art. The sculpture represents Thai local art.



