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8. Buddha Image in Meditation Posture

Chao Sam Phraya National Museum, registration number 13/41/2504
Dvaravati art, 9" — 11" century CE (1,000 - 1,200 years ago), from Nang Kui
Temple, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province
Sandstone, lap width 140 cm, height 45 cm.

The Buddha image is seated with the legs folded, one lying on top of the other.
Both hands are in the lap with palms upward, the right hand on the top of the left hand
in the posture of meditation (Dhyana mudra). The statue features a round face, eyebrows
forming a continuous curve like a crow’s wings, protruding eyes casting downwards, a
big and sharply-defined nose, a thick mouth, and a cleft chin. His distended earlobes
pierced into a wide groove reach the shoulder. Hair curls are large and arranged in an
orderly manner, along with a big protuberance. The robe is worn in the open mode,
leaving the right shoulder uncovered. The folded flap of the robe is spread out in the
middle of the chest. A prominent line of the robe edge runs through the left arm and
comes down to the knees. An overturned and upturned lotus pedestal is decorated
with lotus petals. Circular lines of halo (Siraprabha) and three-layered curved lines
(Prabhamonthon) are engraved behind the Buddha’s head as well as on the statue.
Robe in the open mode and the overturned and upturned lotus pedestal reflect the
influence of Indian art in the Pala style (Sakchai Saising, 2019, 103 - 104). The statue

was probably built around the 9™ - 11" century CE.



