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exception (England) all civilised countries have realized the superiority of
codification over any other legal system, either common law or case law..........
In countries like Siam where so large improvements are being made and the
administration is being transformed in every respect, what is most necessary is
short lucid Codes, accessible, and easily understood by the people. To the
public it will give a fair knowledge of their duties and rights. To the judges
a clear and simple statement of law, to which they may refer in any case coming
under their jurisdiction. Besides, the question of codification has in Siam its
peculiar importance with regard to foreign relations. It seems doubtful
whether foreign Powers will ever consent to the abolition of the extraterritorial
rights as long as Siam cannot bring forward a better legal system ......... ; Such
were undoubtedly the reasons which induced the Ministry of Justice to take up the
matter of codifying the Penal Law. In the year 116 a commission was especially
appointed for the purpose”. :  Report om the Proposed Penal Code for
the Kingdom of Siam submitted to His Royal Highness Prince Rajburi Direckrit,
Minister of Justice by the Legislative Adviser ( Bangkok: The American Presby-

terian Mission Press, 1906 ), pp. 4-5; lﬁ.ﬂﬂmﬂﬁhﬂﬂ'ﬁ*ﬂﬂﬂ René Guyon, The Work
of Codification in Siam (Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1919 ), pp 10 - 12.
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e T ey The Ministry built up a service probably the cleanest and straightest Siam

has ever seen, and containing in its ranks officers who could compare favourably
with the members of the justiciary of many European countries. In fact, about
the year 1909, the Ministry of Justice was the bright particular star in the adminis-
tration of the country. ”: Walter A. Graham, Siam ( 3rd ed., London: Alexandra
Moring, 1924), Vol, I, pp. 372 - 373.
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“ There is also an International Court. ... As far as Englishmen are concerned,
this court is practically useless; for owing to the lackadaisical manner in
which the affairs of Englishmen are dealt with by the members of the British
consulate, the native judges know full well that they can always give their own
countrymen every possible benefit of the slightest doubt. A remark once
made by a Siamese to an English resident is only too true “What good
are your consuls and Ministers to you ? If I bring a case against you in my
court, I am equally certain you will lose it. ” : Ernest Young, The Kingdom of
the Yellow Robe ( London : Archibald Constable, 1891 ), p. 227.
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