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Late prehistoric Peninsular Thailand

and Myanmar and the Maritime Silk Road

Dr.Berenice Bellina®

Introduction

The research summarised here is an attempt to comprehend the initiation
of one past globalisation that linked various populations from the South China Sea
(hereafter SCS) and the Bay of Bengal (hereafter BoB) over several centuries through
archaeology (Hodos, 2017). The French Archaeological Mission in peninsular Thailand-
Myanmar (hereafter FAMPTM) was designed to understand this long lasting cross-cultural
exchanges that took place along this section of the Maritime Silk Road (hereafter MSR).
This process is traditionally envisaged as a historical politico-religious process and
approached through textual, monumental and artistic remains of the first millennium
and early second millennium CE (Smith, 1999; Pollock, 2009; Manguin et al.,, 2011;
Murphy and Leffert, 2017). Late first millennium BCE economic and political systems
were not considered complex, exchanges between the two regions were conceived
only as “drifts” and were consequently taken as culturally insignificant (Glover, 1990).
The research presented here brings to the discussion new elements from the late
prehistoric period sites and craft industries in southern Thailand and Myanmar, thus
prior to the period when the cultural exchanges are supposed to be significant. It
was conducted within the renewed framework of global (Jennings, 2011; Hodos, 2017;
Knappett, 2017) and postcolonial studies emphasising connexions and giving voice to
various groups that the academic world qualified as “marginal” (Pouchepadass, 2000;
Chakrabarty, 2009).

* National Centre for Scientific Research, France.

* Research were carried out by the French-Thai Archaeological Mission in peninsular Thailand
from 2005. It is a collaboration between the Fine Arts Department, Silpakorn University (Bangkok)
represented by Praon Silapanth and prof. Rasmi Shoocongdej, the National Science Museum and
the CNRS. From 2017, the project extended to Myanmar and the mission took the name of French
Archaeological Mission in peninsular Thailand-Myanmar (FAMPTM) is a collaboration with the
Department of Archaeology and the university of Mandalay represented by U Maung San Win
(Dawei Branch) and Kalayar Myet Myet Htwe. The archaeological Mission is supported by the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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This article begins by introducing the project and its geographical focus,
the research questions and the methods implemented. Then it proceeds with a
synthesis of the results which consist of a regional cultural sequence that can be

divided in two stages:

From the mid-late first millennium BCE, the region witnessed the emergence
of complex trading polities. Those already display an early form of urbanism, and in
the case of Khao Sam Kaeo in Thailand and Maliwan in Myanmar, of a cosmopolitan

nature and hosting culturally hybrid industries.

During a second stage, by the 3" c. BCE, these trading polities evolved as a
confederation of ranked and specialised ports-settlements. This confederation relied
on a multi-ethnic hinterland with far-reaching allied network embracing both the Bay
of Bengal and the SCS.

This research emphasising connections, proposes a decentred vision of this

past globalization.

The Geographical zone of focus

The geographical zone of focus is the Isthmus of Kra, in the Upper Thai-Malay
Peninsula, a piece of land that acted as a natural crossroad between the SCS and
the BoB. Running along the peninsula, the chain of Tenasserim is punctuated by
valleys whose rivers flow along its slope, some of which constituting passages called
“transpeninsular routes”. These routes cross different environments: forested interior,
marine, coastal that were before occupied by groups adapted to their ecological
niche. Until recently, the predominant view was that these transpeninsular routes
represented dangerous paths and had not been used for international trade (Manguin,
1983; Jacg-Hergoualc’h and Hobson, 2002).

The Research objectives

The project broad objectives are to study the co-evolution of the different
groups present in the peninsula (local and exogenous) and their environment in
relation to the region’s insertion into the regional exchange networks, from the
Neolithic to the early historical period. Alternatively, the aim is also to determine
how each of these groups contributed to the regional historical trajectory. The
project thus looks at the cultural evolution of the various populations in relation to

long-distance exchanges and in particular through the MSR.

ened
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Methods and strategy

Following trade routes, the FAMPTM studies sites of various nature such as
open air sites, cave sites, settlement, burials deposits, relay stations belonging to
different environments such as forested interior, mangrove, plains of the coastal fringe
in the Isthmus of Kra. In total, it is 36 sites that were investigated, some intensively,
others are known from survey and surface collections (Map 01). A large focus is given
to settlements, which in tropical contexts have been more rarely excavated because
of the poor preservation of their remains (Junker and White, 2017). A total of 7 settle-
ments were investigated, each providing important information on craft production and
distribution.

« Map 01: Map of sites investigated by the French Archaeological Mission in
Peninsular Thailand-Myanmar 2005-2018 (L. Billault).
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The FAMPTM involves a multidisciplinary team of specialists and includes
various fields in archaeology, but also ethnology, history and geography. At the heart
and the specificity of this project is that it implements the technological approach
for each industry. This approach is based on the anthropology of techniques which
focuses on the ways of doing, on the different techniques implemented to produce
artefacts in order to reveal the economic and social organisation of the social groups
using them. This school of anthropology considers that each group can be characterised
by a set of techniques called “technical system”. Thus characterising each social group’s
technical system and their change is a means to trace these groups’ evolution and
interactions. To reconstruct the ancient techniques implemented, ethnographic frames
of reference are used. The traces left on the material by the different techniques are
studied among current workshops. Then the traces on ancient artefacts are observed
and compared with those recorded in ethnographic context. This allows inferences on
the series of techniques used in the past to make artefacts as well as on the social
groups and their organisation. In the FAMPTM, this approach is systematically used to

analyse ceramics, stone, glass and metallic artefacts.

Results

1. The early period: by the late
5" c. or the early 4" c. BCE,

During this early phase, in
the course of the late 5" c. or the
early 4" c. BCE, local port-settlements
acting as regional economic and
cultural centres emerged. In Thailand,
at Khao Sam Kaeo (hereafter KSK)
(Bellina, 2017) and Khao Sek (hereaf-
ter KK) (Bellina, 2018b) on the eastern
coast and in Myanmar (Bellina et al.,
2018) at Maliwan too (Map 02).

» Map02: Map of sites investigated by
the French Archaeological Mission in
Peninsular Thailand-Myanmar 2005-2020
and belonging to period | (L. Billault).
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They already
display complex urban
and political models and
an elaborate economic
organisation. They not
only concentrate large
ranges of imports from
South Asia and the east-
ern part of the SCS but
also active workshops.
Those workshops manu-
factured products of a

pan-regional style, the

“Late Prehistorical South

China Sea style” (Figure -« Figure 01: manufactured products of a pan-regional style, the
01) (Bellina, 2018b). “Late Prehistorical South China Sea style”

This style represents a set of artefacts shared by communities along the SCS,
from the Thai-Malay Peninsula to the Philippines. The technological study of these
artefacts revealed that in reality those combined foreign raw materials and foreign skilled
techniques (often Indians) and that some of them were likely produced under the
aegis of foreign artisans, at least at the beginning and before they were transmitted
locally. These goods were redistributed at local and regional levels from Thailand
to the Philippines (Bellina, 2018a; Dussubieux and Bellina, 2018; Favereau, 2018;
Pryce and Bellina, 2018). As early as the early 4" c. BCE emerged this culturally hybrid
shared style which combines South Asian and Southeast Asian cultural traits. It thus
attests the already well-grounded maritime connections of lowland groups towards
both the BoB and more strongly (i.e. currently supported by more archaeological
evidence) towards the SCS early as the mid-first millennium BCE. The largest centre

for the production of these culturally hybrid products is currently KSK.

The FAMPTM excavated the site from 2005 to 2009. KSK is an urban complex
that 50 radiocarbon dates obtained through charcoal, wood and other organic materials
place within the late fifth to second/first centuries BCE (Bellina and Bernard, 2017). The
site commanded a transpeninsular trade route and was located 8km from the eastern
coast. The settlement and spatial distribution of the different technological groups

revealed its cosmopolitan nature (Malakie and Bevan, 2017). The settlement hosted

<la



Late prehistoric Peninsular Thailand and Myanmar and the Maritime Silk Road
Dr.Berenice Bellina

communities of foreign merchants and artisans who lived within urban quarters demar-
cated by embankments (Map 03). Its occupation stricto sensu extended over 35ha
within simple and twin parallel earth walls that were probably surmounted by wooden
palisades. A hydraulic system created a mooring place (valley 1), and retained water,

possibly for agricultural purposes as geoarchaeological analysis suggested (valley 2).

Wall 11 ] Wall IT' Wall 16
& HILL 4 =
VALLEY 3 VALLEY 3
g Wall 7
N —] 1EL3
. Wall 13 —— it
D J/Wallm > ~Wall 13 =
¥ 3 a ’
g . ! Wall 5
Wall 21 " Wall 10 'Wall4
% Wall 2
Wall 20\\ HILL 2 a ==
VALLEY 1 PR
Yal iz “Wall 17
Wall1
HILL 1 . Ll 1
Period 1 @) ; Period2 )
Wall 11
HILL 4
VALLEY 3
—-.\'_‘
S
~._ Wall13
s
Wall 21 Wall Wall 10 Wall 4
= 2
Wall 20 HILL 2 RiLL2
VALLEY:d VALLEY 1
Wall12 N wali 17
Wall 1
HILL 1 HILL 1
Period 1 ) Period2 @)
Walls: == Accumulation of omeler contalr e Prem
— it wall —— Restitution || Tha Taphao River ! n 3
m— Cut badrock

Map03: Map of Khao Sam Kaeo walls for periods 1 and 2;

maps at the top: walls evidenced on the site by excavations and survey;
maps below: proposed restitution of the wall system

(from Bellina (ed.) 2017).
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The network of habitations on piles and terraces was dense and characterized
by accumulations of monumental and domestic terraces and drains. Two clearly defined

zones and two periods emerged from the spatial analysis:

A southern area corresponding to Hills 1 and 2 represented the initial core of
the settlement. It was occupied by local populations (Figure 02). They were character-
ised by a locally-made Sa Huynh-Kalanay type of ceramic whose paste is comparable
to the local ware. In this zone were also found remains associated to a few foreign
artisans, especially from South Asia. There, they were working some particular types of
hard stone and glass ornaments. Those were made implementing highly skilled
traditional Indian techniques, using South Asian raw material to make ornaments
characterised by the early “Late Prehistoric South China Sea style”. From the early
4™ c. BCE, local elites already had a good knowledge of Indian industries and had
established robust networks allowing the supply of g¢ood quality raw materials and

the circulation of Indian specialists.

1-Early period - early 4" c. BCE

7;\
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produced using : '
-South China Sea technologies s
(ceramics)
- Indian raw materials probably
worked under the aegis of few,, ..., -
experienced Indian craftspersons
(stone and glass industries)

Local Sa Huynh-Kalanay

« Figure 02: Khao Sam Kaeo period |

Further north, on Hills 3 and 4 corresponding to a later expansion of the
settlement, there were communities of foreign merchants and artisans (Figure 03). The
latter were revealed by the presence of Indian Fine Wares, crucibles for high-tin bronze

metallurgy showing parallels in Bengal, as well as the presence of northern Vietnamese
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and Han Chinese material. At that time, more finished objects were imported whilst
others were kept being locally produced with exogenous technologies such as high-tin
bronze bowls. These locally-made artefacts belong to a later phase of “Late Prehistoric
South China Sea style” that then includes more South Asian-adapted products as

illustrated by ornaments and ceramics.

1-Early period - early 4" c. BCE

Foreign materials:

-imported objects from Southu
Asia, China, South China Seawr»
-locally made artefacts withmmes:
Indian techniques —

£l

-]

Indian Fine Wares

« Figure 03: Khao Sam Kaeo period ||

KSK'is currently the earliest cosmopolitan trading polity of Southeast Asia. It is
a serious candidate for an incipient city-state. This is supported by its monumental
constructions that were renovated over several generations, its complex economic
organisation with craft activities depending on far-reaching supply and distribution
networks and involving foreign specialists. The sources of inspiration for the elaboration
of urban spaces in Southeast Asia suggests a combination of regional developments
with the “moated-settlement tradition” found in many parts of Mainland Southeast
Asia and of external inputs, here in the case of KSK, most likely from contemporary
walled cities of South Asia (Bellina and Bernard, 2017).

Khao Sek (KK) is another port-settlement excavated by the FAMPTM in 2013-
2014. It is located 80km south of KSK. It is contemporary to KSK. It appears built on
a similar model as KSK displaying the same topography, internal organisation, mode of
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construction, but it is smaller and less complex. No surrounding walls or signs of
cosmopolitanism were found. However, KK and KSK technical systems are strictly
identical, characterised by exactly the same highly skilled hybrid craft industries and

they evolved simultaneously.

A. Favereau identified identical technological groups of ceramics at KSK and
KK. They involved the same “chaine opératoire” technique. However, many foreign
imports, such as the Indian Fine Ware and Han Chinese, present at KSK, were absent at
KS (Favereau, 2018). Analysis of glass composition show that we find at KK the same
groups of glass, in the same proportion and used to make mostly the same type of
ornaments as at KSK. The sequence of imports is also exactly the same as in KSK:
imports of the same raw material at the beginning followed by imports of finished

beads during the second period (Figure 04) (Dussubieux and Bellina, 2018).

hao Sam Kaeo and Khao Sek B2
SIMILAR:

« Technologies

(débitage and fashioning)

« Morphologies

* Composition (same
proportions)

* Sequence of imports (raw
materials followed by

import of finished beads

« Figure 04: Khao Sam Kaeo and Khao Sek glass production techniques comparison

The comparison of technologies and skills involved according to the morphol-
ogies shows similarities between KSK and KK. The same applied to the stone industry
(Figure 05) (Bellina, 2018b).
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1-Early period - early 4" c. BCE

« Figure 05: Khao Sek hard stone chaine opératoire technique

These sites and technological systems comparisons draw a complex political
structure. This political structure took the form of a confederation of ranked specialised
and complementary city-states. KS controlled the exit of another transpeninsular route
connecting sites on the west coast (Map 04). There is no evidence of foreign commu-
nities at the sites, providing further arguments that Khao Sam Kaeo acted as the inter-

national market place for this confederation (Bellina, 2018a).

« Map 04: Proposed
reconstruction of
the transpeninsular
route ending at
Khao Sek.
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However, what we need to determine is if this confederation embraced both
coasts of the peninsula and controlled the whole length of transpeninsular routes
(Figure 06). If not, we might imagine that trading polities only controlled their river
valley and neighbouring ones. This implies leaving the control of the strategic routes
crossing the peninsula or transpeninsular routes as well as the maritime routes in the
hand of groups from the hinterland: forest and maritime or sea nomads. This scenario
envisages a chain of cooperation and alliances between the various groups. The lea-
derof the trading polities had to develop alliances with these groups for the good
functioning of their polity. Such functioning is attested for the historical period in ISEA
(Figure 06).

Limited control
(river valley) and
alliances with
hinterland groups
controlling the
transpeninsular
and maritime
routes

) Confederation of
ranked and
specialised sites
ernbracing the
peninsula?

- Figure 06: Hypothesis on political model to test

This was one of the research questions that our research on the western coast

in Southern Myanmar aimed to address.

Maliwan in Southern Myanmar is another early cosmopolitan port-city with
major walls. The FAMPTM excavated there from 2018 to 2020. It is an inland river port
settlement located 8km east from Aw Gyi. It is established upon low elevated hills

surrounded by small rivers connected to the Kra river. The Kra River is the means to
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access both the Bay of Bengal and the beginning of the major transpeninsular route
leading to KSK on the east coast (Map 05).

I
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+ Map 05: Maps of Maliwan indicating its location (left) and the walls excavated and a proposed

restitution of the walls that may have been destroyed with the terracing of the hills

The configuration is quite comparable to KSK and KK port-cities in Thailand on

the east coast.

Maliwan shares similarities with the walls at KSK; like its irregular shape. The
city wall did not display a geometric design. But the construction mode was different
than at KSK. At KSK only eroded bedrock was used to build walls as well as wooden
palisades. At Maliwan, different materials found in the immediate vicinity were used.
Unlike KSK, we have not found evidence for internal walls delimiting specialized

zones. But excavations were only stating there.

The site clearly has different zones of occupation. A way to approach the
varying density of the occupation is to look at the material distribution, and in particular
ceramic distribution. It should be specified that not all zones of the site were investigated
and not all the ceramic excavated was recorded during the last season. As an illustration,
the hills in the southern part of the site in 2020 only began to be investigated whilst
these hills are big but were also severely looted. Despite these caveat, looking at the

map of the distribution of the ceramic all types included, it clearly appears that there

afay
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were varying densities. To summarise: the most densely occupied zones are located on

the plateau of Hill 1 and in the valley bordering the stream (Map 06).

-%- Maliwan 2020 -%- Maliwan 2020
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« Map 06: Maliwan: distribution of ceramic of all types (left) and Indian Fine Ware (right)

Interestingly, the Western zone of the site bordering the modern road did not
yield foreign ceramics and almost no beads. Further research is needed, but it is
possible that this zone represented a sort of suburb. Hill 1, on the contrary showed a
denser occupation. Habitation sites yielded evidence for stone ornament production
involving South Asian techniques and imported raw materials. The valley yielded
evidence for several habitations and craft work. The test pits open along what is
currently a stream revealed dense levels of occupancy. They extend over a period that
cannot yet be appreciated. Several structures such as fireplaces, pits, ditches filled with
refusal and post holes are associated with these occupations. There was a particularly
large amount of ceramics, with a significant proportion of Indian ceramics and a large

quantity of glass beads.
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Maliwan, as can be expected,
yielded a lot more Indian material that sites
on the eastern coast. Some of the Indian
ceramics bore inscriptions. As an illustra-
tion, Test Pit 68 along the stream, revealed
a rich occupation (US 4 and 5) on a floor
built over a platform established on the
former river bank (US 8). It yielded sherds
displaying Brahmi script that H. Falk read
(person. comm. to BB 18.04.2020). It read

a personal name and dated the inscription

« Figure 07: Indian Fine Ware with a Brahmt script
of the last two BC centuries BCE. The level dated of the last two centuries BCE

(US 5) that yielded this sherd was radiocar-  (photo C. Lefranca)
bon dated of the 4"-2" c. BCE (364-121
BCE) (SAC-A61702) (Figure 07).

Out of context were found other Indian materials, such as small copper-based
artefacts probably parts of ornaments. They included small symbols such as a srivatsa,
a moon crescent and a bell, all attributes of Hindu gods. There is probable lion, perhaps
an anepigraphic Buddhist reference. Amongst metallic material are these copper coins
that Joe Cribb (British Museum) and Dr Piper identified as Mauryan and post-Mauryan

coins.

The 30 dates all indicate an occupation between the 4™-1* c. BCE at Maliwan.
C. Castillo found that in Maliwan, the assemblage parallels the contemporaneous sites
KSK and Phu Khao Thong (Ranong province). The subsistence regime is based on rice
and the farming system was dryland. Whole rice grains found there were short and
plump, similar to Oryza sativa subspecies japonica, the Chinese domesticate. There is
also a suite of domesticated pulses originating from India which have never been
reported in any site in Mainland Southeast Asia before the 4th century BC when
contact with India is evident. Mung bean (Vigna radiata) and pigeon pea (Cajanus cajan)
were probably brought into Mainland Southeast Asia as part of an ‘Indian package’,

pulses normally prepared as ‘dhals’ in India.

During the early period, the populations lying in the vicinity are visible through
manufactured goods found in the funerary deposits in neighbouring caves. These goods

were partly made in the regional port (Figure 08).
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« Figure 08: funerary deposits in neighbouring caves during Period | including sa Huynh Kalanay
ceramic (photos and drawing A. Favereau), high tin bronze bowl and a carnelian pendant
(drawings V. Bernard)

They consisted of stone and glass ornaments, high ton bronze bowls and
pottery, several may have been made to order. This might also be the case of pottery
which, as A. Favereau demonstrated, despite being of the main local pottery tradition,
displayed the so-called Sa Huynh-Kalanay decorative style that links to southern Vietnam
and the Philippines (Favereau, 2015; Favereau and Bellina, 2016). Again, this is an
artefact that forms part of the late prehistoric pan-regional style and that can be found
in various sites along the SCS. Interactions between ports and neighbouring groups
probably involved the exchange of agricultural foodstuff, possibly forest and mineral
products, tin in particular which sources concentrate in the region near Ranong at the
exit of the transpeninsular route, on the west coast. The foreign craftsmen present in
Khao Sam Kaeo probably produced goods for local rulers to build their prestige but
also for them to seal alliances with surrounding populations who supplied their local

ports’” marketplaces goods for regional trade.
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Period Il - late 3™ c. to the first c. CE

During the later period, perhaps from the 3" — 2™ c. BCE to the 1% c. CE or more,
exchange increased and local groups belonging to different environments appear
economically and culturally better defined and are archaeologically more traceable
(Map 07). During this later period, more ports have emerged: Phu Khao Thong and Ban
Kluay Nok on the western coast in Thailand, possibly Khlong Thom too (Srisuchat, 1991)
and possibly Aw Gyi in southern Myanmar.

e Map 07: Period Il sites



FIUNMITUTTEIBLAIEIN AvaynInaldnauuuvedlng doyalvianuang ulusuad
The documentary report on THE RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES IN THE UPPER SOUTHERN OF THAILAND

During this period, ports then concentrated larger ranges of materials indicating
the presence of many more social groups. In ports were then found imports from Han
China (Perronet and Sachipan, 2017) and from South Asia (Bouvet, 2017), as well as
more material from the SCS, the Philippines and Taiwan (Favereau et al., 2017; Hung and
lizuka, 2017).

Some of the hybrid goods of the first period are no longer produced there. This
is the case of glass bracelets and of lapidary glass beads. The glass beads appear to be
imported as finished goods. The provenance of the raw material for glass has changed
too (Dussubieux and Bellina, 2017).

The pan-regional “later Late Prehistoric South China Sea style” is especially
well illustrated with stone ornaments that now includes more Indic-adapted material
(group 3 in (Bellina, 2014)). Stone ornaments include many widespread morphologies
alongside a wide variety of zoomorphic figurines, structures (stupa-like) and symbolic

shapes, that can be related to Indic imagery.

At Aw Gyi, unfortunately very poorly preserved due to uncontrolled excavations,
many more foreign groups and imports were found, some indicating links with the
Western world. Patcharaporn Ngernkerd conducted geoarchaeological analysis. Based
on the discovery of old beach ridge, she suggested that when Aw Gyi was active, the
oldest shoreline was distant from the present one to approximately 1.2 km. The Bay
was wilder during the late prehistoric period with shoreline further inland. Aw Gyi
was much closer to the sea at the time of its use. Aw Gyi is established on 3 hills
surrounded by sea inlets. This configuration is comparable to other contemporary sites
in the region. This situation protected against attacks, tsunami and allowed a broad

vision over the sea.

At Aw Gyi, the FAMPTM opened 13 2x2m test pits. All test pits were very
disturbed by the looting activities and no clear stratigraphy emerged. However, given
the material that eroded from the hills or was collected by villagers, it is likely that the
occupation was dense. The material excavated, collected at the surface or observed
at villagers clearly demonstrate the site’s involvement in long-distance trade and
the presence of several on-site craft industries such as glass and stone ornament

production.

Indian Fine Ware was found in large quantities. Besides the Indian Fine Ware,
Aw Gyi also yielded several of terracotta objects which can possibly be interpreted as

possible monument superstructures, perhaps on top of some small stupa (Figure 09).
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« Figure 09: Indian Fine Ware and terracotta object from Aw Gyi
(left: A. Favereau; right Bellina and Khinsandar Kyaw)

Aw Gyi provided fragments of steatite containers. Others were found in
Phu Khao Thong, a site excavated by Captain Boonyarit Chaisuwan, and at KSK. They
clearly showed similarities with steatite containers in contemporary Indian sites. Similar
early steatite containers were used or re-used as reliquaries and were found in stupa
complexes, for example in the region of Gandhara. The systematic use of such containers
as reliquaries, however, remains unproved until they are found in context. In South Asia,
these were often and primarily used as household containers for cosmetics, scents,

spices, and jewels.

Aw Gyi also yielded some glass working evidence consisting of blocks of
melted glass, agglomerated fused beads and fused glass looking like foam that L.
Dussubieux analysed using LA-IC-MS. The glass belonged to a more recent period
and showed connections with southern India and even with the Mediterranean world
(Dussubieux et al., 2020).

Aw Gyi also hosted semi-precious stone craft activities. There were several
cornelian ornament manufacturing debris as well as a bead polisher. It is very likely
that carnelian was imported from the Deccan. L. Dussubieux also carried LA-ICP-MS

analysis to test this.
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During this period, there were series of inland sites which attest significant
evolutions of the groups leaving there. Inland sites are of two types. There are caves
and there are open-air transhipment and collecting sites often localised at rivers’

tributaries.

Caves sites were mainly used for funerary deposits. Material found there tells
us that foreign influences appears limited. Stone beads were also made of imported
raw material, appeared rather simple and did not seem Indic or SCS-influenced. They
did not compare with those found in ports-of-trade. These burials never seemed to
include long-distance imported material. It is likely that the inland groups may have
taken forest goods at the transhipment place but may not have been directly involved

in trade.

Archaeological remains in Inland sites are sparse due to numerous distur-
bances. Nonetheless, the FAMPTM found series of transhipment and collecting places
established along the Langsuan River basin. They provided foreign goods such as
Dong Son drums, glass and stone beads, Indian Fine Ware, etc., witnessing the passage
of foreign merchants. The discovery of these relay stations along a major river
basin thus provided crucial evidence that were missing before to support the use of

transpeninsular routes for exchange.

Other parts of the peninsula attested major cultural changes: maritime groups.
From this period, groups at rivers’ mouth (currently mangrove) and in neighbouring
offshore islands then became visible in the archaeological record. These groups’

activities were currently only attested by deposits supposedly funerary.

Some of these caves yielded some specific Black and Red Jars that A.
Favereau interpreted as indicators of recurrent connexions with the Philippines
(Favereau and Bellina, sous presse). These caves contained some of the material also
found in ports and attesting their involvement in long-distance network such as the
Indian Fine Wares and Han Chinese wares and glass and stone ornaments. Villagers

reported the discovery of a Dong son drum, nephrite ornaments and bronze bowls.

Caves at the mouth of the rivers and caves offshore also yielded some of
the local Sa Huynh-Kalanay potteries that were probably produced upon order in the

regional ports (Figure 10) (Bellina, Favereau and Dussubieux, 2019).
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« Figure 10: period II: Sa Huynh-Kalanay type of ceramics found in estuarine and offshore

(Photos and drawing A. Favereau)

Populations using these coastal caves seem to have been in recurrent contacts
with the Philippines (Favereau, 2015). They developed a style that circulated and
developed through time as a result of prolonged and repeated interactions between
Thailand and the Philippines. It is conceivable that these foreign groups who acted
as intermediaries doing the inter-island trade, may well have been those who brought
the nephrite extracted from Taiwan in the regional ports of the peninsula where they
were worked into the ornaments following the pan-regional style. It is interesting to
note that these maritime groups were located at a strategic location both between
ports-of-trade and river-mouth at the exit of transpeninsular networks. It seems likely
that these groups played an intermediary role redistributing goods between upstream
groups and regional ports. They very much compare with the sea nomads of the

historical periods (Bellina, Favereau and Dussubieux, 2019).

Several artefacts now clearly evidence upstream-downstream exchanges and

special connexions between a few estuarine, and inland caves upstream.
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To summarise, in the course of this second period, a larger number of local
groups and others who came to the peninsula from South Asia, island Southeast Asia
and Mainland Southeast Asia became actively involved in exchange. The local groups
in the peninsula appeared more culturally and economically defined and distinct than
previously. Other groups identified in ports-of-trade and at estuaries are newcomers
who played an important role in networks as intermediaries. These small groups who
were very mobile moving freely from the peninsula to the Philippines also contributed
to spread common regional cultural traits. | interpret these groups as early sea nomads

who also may have specialised with Maritime Silk Road as intermediaries.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the research conducted in the Isthmus of Kra proposes to
envision this past globalization through the lenses of “co-constructions” within
networks of confederated port-cities and their hinterland. This hinterland was extensive
and composed of variously organized groups for a time allied in a larger connected
regional space embracing the two sea basins. This structure could explain the spread
of a pan-regional style whose hybrid nature indeed reflected the various groups that
were part of this political structure. The emergence of this centralised structure
also contributed to cultural differentiation between groups and the economic special-
ization of some of them. Amongst the groups concerned, some usually referred to
as marginal groups, the earliest sea nomads, emerge as key actors as economic and
cultural intermediary within this network (Bellina, Favereau and Dussubieux, 2019;
Bellina, Blench and Galipaud, 2021).

This model offers a more balanced representation of exchanges and of the
globalization beyond cores and peripheries. It draws dynamic networks with fast
configurations in which an active chain of intermediaries with probably fluctuating

allegiances were involved and played an active economic and cultural role.
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