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Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form 5 Siciificance

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms - 9

Type all entries—complete applicable sections Period Areas of Significance—Check and Au-my below

1. Name :mﬂ"lﬁ ___ archeology-historic :eonmhu\ law "~ science

storic | Empire State Buildi isoiem pras poer g
re ate Bu n — 16001699 _L!mﬂhﬂ

B 8 i —— 1700-1799 _art = humanitariar
— 1800-1899 __ commerce theater

and/or common _X_ 1900 — communications

2. Location
Specific dates  1930-31 Shreve, Lamb & Harmon
street & number SSOIRITHL Avepde —_not for of (in one
New York 18
clty, town — Vicinlty of district The Empire State Building is the best-known architectural landmark of New York City Its
New York 036 New York 061 are,its profile and the view from its summit are familiar the world over, and a visit to
state code county code New York is generally conceded to be incomplete without a trip to the Empire State Building's
observatory. The Empire State was the final and most celebrated product of the skyscraper
3. Classification frenzy produced by the economic boom of the 1920s and the most prominent of the modernistic
towers that created the midtown skyline in those years. Its completion in April, 1931,
Category Ownership on the former site of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, marked the final transformation of midtown
— district —— public from New York's preeminent residential area for the social elite into the commercial center
~X_. building(s) X private of the metropolis. The engineering and construction of the building were perhaps the most
——structure  __ both awesome accomplishments of its creators. Its design, in many ways shaped by the
— site Puﬂlc Acquisition constraints of time, cost, and structure, was the finest work of architect William Lamb,
— object in process chief designer for Shreve, Lamb & Harmon. The slender, modernistic silhouette he created fit
b-lngeonllurad the building so well that even today, when it is no longer the tallest, it remains one of
the handsomest of New York's skyscrapers. Despite the loss of the "tallest" title,which
was one of the sources of its original renown, the Empire State Building remains New York's
Owner of Property most widely recognized symbol and the city's quintessential landmark.
i1di ociation The site of the Empire State Building was occupied by houses built by the Astor
winin *Mrsskawrence. A Wien, Enpine.stafe- Bullding. fssociati family from 1859 until their demolition and the construction of the Haldorf and Astoria
(also: Sandra Helbig, Assistant Regional Counsel hotels (connected to form the Waldorf-Astoria) in 1893 and 1897.1 From the 1890s until
street & number 0 East 42nd Street Prudential Insurance Co. of America the 1920s, the area was occgpied by the hotels, theaters, clubs and restaurants catering
Y 5 Penn Plaza, Suite » New Yorl to New York's social elite.4 The area changed in the 1920s as department stores and
oy, dowe New York City =ity ol N s Y eokity office buildings moved in.
ipti The new skyscrapers built in midtown in the late 1920s were predominantly in the Art Deco
Location of Legal Description style, ot these Butidinge, Including. the Cheypler, Daily Nove "Negrae-HiT1, Chariny RCA (now GE):
and Empire State, not only defined midtown's characteristic look for the mest. saveral decades, but
registry of deeds, etc.  New York County Register's Office helped introduce that style to urban America.> Builders of skyscrapers also started to reach for
31 Chambers Street progressively greater heights. The Woolworth Building's sixty stories were successfully
street & number challenged by the Bank of Manhattan and Chrysler Buildings in 1929; the latter two were
competing for the title of world's tallest building, and the Chrysler Building
New York New York 10007 won at the last minute wheg its spire, secretly constructed within the building, was
city, town state Jjacked up through ch$ top.® The Chrysler lost its title shortly thereafter, however, to
2 g = = e Building, brainchi f .
s. Repfesenta‘lon in E)(lshng su"evs the Empire Stat 9 nchild of General Motors executive John J. Raskob
Landmarks Preservation Commission opert Raskob, a multi-millionaire industrialist, was a prot f Pi Du_Pont, wh
it X N 3 protegé o erre Du Pon 0
e {LP-2000+LP-—2001) Lt bem Sigier ——yie 3 brought gim to Wilmington to be vice president in charge of finance at E.I. Du Pont de
May 19 X Nemours.”> Raskob and Du Pont later invested in General Motors Corporation; in 1915 Du Pont
date May 19, 1981 ——federal ___state __county X local became chairman of GM and in 1918 Raskob became chairman of its Finance Committee. The
spectacular growth of the value of the corporation's stock made Raskob one of the wealthiest
for survey records  New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission '1”2" in the country. His chief contribution to General Motors was the invention of the
20 Vesey Street , New York New York 10007 nstallment plan for buying automobiles. Although Raskob was a Republican, he entered

city, town state
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