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The following short story is perhaps the most beautifully
crafted essay in this collection. However, it is included here for

somewhat different reasons. OQf all our materials, it is the essay
that in concept and emotional power is most 5 traditionally Thai. %
The story is about the realities of nature and death, things to which
the Thai have always given the most serious attention and about
which their religion has provided the clearest, and also the most
profoundly satisfving, understanding.

While the story is in part an exercise of the creative imagina-
tion, its aesthetic and emotional meaning derives from the premises
of Thailand's oral tradition, and thus describes events that many Thai
accept as genuinely possible, i not real, in the empirical world.

The thoroughly modernized reader should recognize thai,
although we mav have forgotten, the pantheistic premises of this
kind of story are not completely alien to the Western mentality.
Very much the same view of " the real world  can be fouud in
Tennyson's Flower in Crannied Wall { “Little Flower—but if 1 could
understand/ What vou are, root and all and an in all, /' 1 should know
what God and man i.‘;.”} or in Wordsworth's The Tables Turned
( “Gnc impulse from a vernal wood / May teach vou more of man,
/" Of moral evil and of good, / Than all the sages can, ") What
distinguishes this English view from the Thai view is that while the
former is essentially a lament of man s inability to Tully understand
nature, the Thai view—which ultimately is both more pantheistic and
more moral-demonsirates the integration of nature and man., If

human beings can be reborn in future lives as flowers, frogs, or



watercress shoots—as Thai Buddhist cosmology fully allows—there is
no inherent barrier to their carrying on meaningful conversation in

this life, or to a flower even initiating such discussions. It is true

L

that in this story the author tends to juxtapose man as the doer of

b1 3 ¥ =
evit and nature as the sowrce of goodness, but this contrast is

]
more reflective of the authors personal vision or prefercnce than

something which most Thai would assume to be true.

The atitnde toward death that is expressed in this story —its
simple inevitability, its naturalness, even its sensate quality-—is perhaps
- i - - L . . -
what 1s most  truly That  about the essay. I'he siory contains no

Faustian protest, no comvoluted psychological denials, and, other than

-

the attempt to beauwtily it, no weigity emotional effort o come to

terms with it.  In fact, the essay contains literally only one word of
human protest—the adjective, “Vicious.  And the creature to whom
this adjective is applied is also provided with the most natural
justification for its actions, i.e. it was mating. Even more “natural’
perhaps is the author s attempt o0 hink death to all the other processes

of the natural world., Unlike most accounts of death, where time is
usually stopped, the emphasis here 1s on the interminable movements

of nature : a new day begins to dawn; the dewdrops continue lo
crackle ; a lingering siar still glitters. The death of a creature is seen

simyly as one element of or point on these timeless processes.

1. In a research project that the editor carried out some twenty
years ago with Thai villagers on the question of the ** inherent nature
of man,” the majority of villagers viewed human beings as neither
inherently good or evil, as free to move in either direction, but with
an obvious tendency to prefer evil. If forced to make a choice,
Angkarn would probably not disagree with this moral flexible judgment.

lebm



e.c. cummings in English; alway

The author of this story, Angkarn Kalayanaphong, is the most

distinctive member of Thailand’s aesthetic community.  Many Thai

consider him to be the nation's only socially recognized * genius ™ —

although this ascription tends 1o be given grudgingly, in part because
of his reclusiveness and his social manners, and in part because of

the Thai tendency to neutralize others in their public asscssments.

However, none deny that Angkarn stand: the country’s most

alone

original and creative artist.  In a nation of numerous skilled, but

highly conservative, craftsmen, he has brought to Thai painting and
drawing a dynamism and vitality that has never before been known.

His subject matier is drawn from re

ion, mythology and nature,

Although his work is rarely exhibited, it brings the highest sums

awarded to any living Thai arti An cxample of his work can be

seen on the dust jacket of this book: although it was drawn several

years after the writing of ~ Gi the spirit of the two efforts

nd

are strikingly similar.

In addition to his distinction as an artist, -

ngkam is acknow-

ledged 10 be one of his nation's

greatest poets.  Although hi

poetry

is not as singular as his ¢

1, it perhaps

represents a greater accom-
plishment, if only because he writes in a country where literally scores
of thousands of people (even the illiterate ) are authors and listeners

of poetry.  Angkarn’s poetic fame is based upon the beauty of his

language, the juxtaposition of his sounds, and his violation—but like

(ul violation—of traditional

2. MR. Khukrit Pramoj (see two of his essays elsewhere in
this volume) often is also judged to be a “genius,” but usually in
a figurative, rather than literal, sense, and as much for his political
ity as his intellectual talents.




Thai poetic forms. The subject matter of his poetry is parallel to the
subject matter of his art.

Angkarn’s narrative work is judged to be his least developed

acsthetic talent. Grandma s included here not because of its

expository depth, but simply because it is a clear, revealing expression

of one of the most significant areas of Thai thought. Readers should

note that however this story appears to them in this translation, the

original statement is considerably more musical, subtle, and precise.
Angkarn was born in Nakornsridhammaraj in southern Thailand

in 1926, and was educated at tempie, public, and private schools

before cntering the University of Fine Arts in 1946, Ie married late

in fife and is the father of one son. Ll speaks only Thai, and other
than some brief visits to neighboring countries of Southeast. Asia ~prin-
cipally 10 read his poetry or 1o be honored—he has spent his entire
life in Thailand.

(anenmstansa omk  wosimbauwader “gh” wn
M ve gams ek hinidedumaavonan N
Arhfagiensy @)
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THE ISLAND

For Angkarn Kalavanapongs

And the sea is always present.  The abode

of days, moons and centurics. The presence

of the flood in earth s bowles
under the sea

a crawling forest of creation

book without alphabet

the island kingdom of the animals
cquztmr’s tides, [illing

the ancient sailor s bones

in the coral fortress

of a wrecked ship

footprints of approaching century
the messenger seagulls
in the mist of dawn

the omnipresence of the sca

rainbow gate of the poles
sea within sea
sea under sca

s¢a above the sea

Lotus

of light of kalpa

a drop of blood of star
in the palace of whales !

of the southern seas



5
bemoaning the light of dawn

on my mails

Storm of earth’s ageo
engulfing the lines of fate

on my hands

and the sea,

the continuing tides

my ferry o nirvana
swallowed up by lava of time

on top of Sumeru

the blue region

of the ancient buff

drying

net

on the veranda of the

welcoming me, Sakyamuni
born again

dwelling in the star of Bima

sailing in riples of

full moon

celebras

ing the

al of the archipelago

the

nipresent sca and you

Sitor Situmorang
Jakarta
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To Angarn Kkalavanapongs

THE LOTUS POND

The shivering, shuddering petal
accepted the wind's caress
The stem shifted — but tethered to the mire
never relinguished its heritage
Truth struggled against the bonds of greed envy and anger
Then the lotus gently exploded to greet the dawn
with mind-altering compassion
And serenity rippled the stagnant waters
The supple blossom trembled under
a splattering of cleansing (ears
born in the heavens
The approaching darkness
cast it spell
Harkening the vellow, pink and purple gems
to dim their searing light
and return to the womb
In the shadowed depths, understanding was found
and acceptance
The morning brought renewal
and the flowered jewels cast the britliance
of the dazzling reality of constant change

and impermanence

William J. Klausner
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