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FIG. 1. + THE RETURN OF PRINCE VESSANTARA TO HIS PATERNAL PALACE ™

Detail of a mural painting at Wat Suvanaram ., Dhonburi
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FIG, 2. < THE CORTEGE OF QUEEN MAHAMAYA RIDING TO LUMBINI PARK )
Detail Q,n mural painting at Wat Suvanaram , Dhonburi
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THAI PATRIMONY OF OLD ART

On account of the dampness of our climate and the
vain leaking from the roofs of the Wats, our art in
seneral 'anc;'i' paintings in particularﬁ have suffered so
much that few original specimens remain as "testimofiy
of the past glory. |

It is regrettable to say that besides the tropical
elimate incompetent people have also spoilt a lot of old
paintings by bad repairings. In many cases the work of
‘repairing has been made by mere workmen because they
cost' :lesg. This remark may be applied- also to the
paintings-in the verandah of Wat Phra Keo. Unfortu-
'nhate'l.};j',- this very objectionable fact is going on without |
any complaint from the expert in art, This is to avoid
troubles or because of being ‘“‘kreng chai’ others (a very

bad expression in our case ).

Bvery Thai should ponder on the following observa-
tions_'aﬁd_ understand the urgent necesgity to save what
¢an still be saved. Till modern time. Nobody thought of
preserving and collecting art. Wats were built one aftei'
another by pious people. More or less each Wat wag a
personal merit-making-monument of the person who

supported financially its construction. In S_nch a way, if
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n Wat was in bad seondition, another one was built. and
go far as the building of Wats was coing on. we had a
lot” of bronze easteérs; wood-carvers, architects, decorators,

painters, ete.

Art in the past was a routine manifestation of the
Thai life, Nobodyv gave to it any s;)eclal consxdelatmn.
Fine works and masterpieces of art were taken for

granted

Unfortunately, a -ba_d daj}' came and all this fine
'prij_du(:tio‘n came 1o an abrapt end. Mo‘d-em eé:;mi@m?
-;zhailged the ﬁn‘andial a‘qpé(st of our Nation. In our time
fow pGOplo may afford to huﬂd a Wat as private concern

and algo these few try to econom:ze the most,

Cement has 1eplaceci wood and 80 no more beantiful
wood carving, common cement tiles have replaced the
be-_cm_tlﬁul glazed ones, Amer-man or other brand paints
have replaced the fine guilded ornaments. Inside of the
Wﬁ‘t{lin_-ol-e--um has been applied to the wooden floor and
flourescent ‘electric light has veplaced the old mystic
lamps. In this case all which is modern is agly. 0Ot
course, to notice this ugliness one must be an artist or a
cb'gnoisseur of art: common people think that flourescent

light in a Wat is as fine as can be. They do not realize
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that such- kind of illumination is ‘apt for coffes-shvpa
and daticing halls - NOT" FOR MYSTIC AND SACRED
B DINGS.

Edacation and appreciation fo;‘* art takes a long time,
thig if we wait to have people-in g'eh'erﬁl {nterested in
{vaiitional art nothing is left. For such a reason we
ahould first * senouslv catalogue " all old masterpleres
snd second no alteratmn or lestmatmn of old works . of

art- ghould take place if not appmved by official ezpe:ts

Hometimes the extent of the damaae 'is g0, mnch
that-no restoration is advisable. In such cases the work
shonld - he lefs as 1t 18 preventmg the most posmbie

further deter ioration.

How many times I have seen beautiful book-cases.
in !ai;';;q“'ne-r work, or old windows and doors finely carved :
in wood fep}aced by new ones ha?ilzg no connection with
the n]',d fine specimens. To renew part of a Wat or to -
cﬂter old monuinents i8 a peculiarity of the eastern
Bnﬂdh1st people But in the past there were plenty of
artists capable to do as fine works as their precedent
masters while nowadays we are no more able to do so.
HENCE THE URGENT NECESSARY TO PRESERVH
AS M UCE AS POSSIBLE OUR ARTISTIC - PATRI-
’%IONY
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T have said that “kreng chai” connected with art
iga very Dad expression. In fact, we should pot permit
incompetent psople, for the unique reagon that thev give
money to a Wat- ‘to -alter & holy old structure. This
holy structure belongs to the whale of Thal nation and
§0 O puvate concern has the rzght to do any alteratmn
if not perm1tted by official experts.

What L say is not oriticism but is the great love we
htﬁ.-ﬁ"e":f()l‘ old art and is said to make undergtand non-
expert Thais- the responsibility everyone of us has to

pr’eser%é"dur artistic patrimony. i

In one trip to Chiengmai, the town where we may
dream about the magnificent monuments and other
works of art, 1 came across a religious building all newly
covered with s-t.r_iking, vulgar colonred glasses. In looking

af such horror, I asked myself three questionsy

1at. Why should any private person have th@
right to profane the appearance of a fine
building for the unique fact that he has the .
money to pay for such a profanation?

;jnd Where ig the sense of religious mysticism so

| peculiar to the old Thai folk? :

3rd. Is it possible that we have lost, through the

contact with foreign cultures, all our indi-

vidual art appreciation ?
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.

T awake the interest. in oid art. it is wood to
illustrate two specimens of traditional painting and- think
thatonee we have lost this sort of art, nothing tangible

remaing of the past, only ‘the'.-memerr of old people,

Big. 1 fépresem.s a pé‘inting in Wat Suvanaram,
Phe guhject is * The Return of Prince Vessantara to His
Paternal Palace’. The .cornposibi-on is distinctly divided
into three groups. One Iis that formed by the royal
iadies- and children, the second ig thaf of Prince Ves-
gantara and his father while the third represents court-

maidens,

The emotion of the reunion appears so strong that
all the royal personages weep for joy. How long and
deep thev have grieved in the past.” The trial was so
gevere that the reality seems a dream, Look how noble
are the westures of the figures. Although weeping, the
nobility exﬁecbed from such higii pergonages is preserved

2l8o in moment of cute pathog.

The con vt.-maidens do not show sueh stfong emotion’
as the roval group. The fm'merlgroup ig calmer because
it i8 not fitted to those attendants to share openly the |
intimate feelings of their royal patrons. These maidens

chat earnestly about the event, but in low tone,
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What finesse of drawing and magic vendering of
exvrassion ! Is it possible to do in.our days sueh kind
of art?. Krankly, we have to answer “no”. We are far
away from - the life our forefathers lived. Our .sn'_r-.
ronnding i8° so (liﬂ‘el=é11-t from the old one that any
atfempt to imitate old art is hound m be a failure,

Fig., 2 H Another very fine painting, cl}“aU in Wat
HuvandrmL ig one rvpresentmg the cortege or Queen'
.Mahdl‘ﬂ(l}d tn the Launbini Park where she gave birth to
Lord Buddha. The cortege rides on elephants and all
the components of it chat and joke with each other with
astonishing reality. The undulation of the outline of the
elephant conveys the idea of the waving movement of
the p’aehyrierms&. Here we see old Thailand, its hi'.";tcu-yr
its cugtoms, its merry people in their intimate lives.

Bach time I visit Wat Suvén&ram, my first look is
over three or four spots where I know there are these
masterpieces of Thai paintixigs, and each time my heart
beats faster for fear that something has happened to
deteriorate them. It ig not an h}-'st.elrica‘l fear. With ounr
t'presefnt condition in art-preservation, everything may bhe
possible, '

Silpa Bhirasri
Banghok, 18th June 2500,
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