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In the Ancestors of Uthong exhibition room
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The Establishment of Uthong
National Museum

1903 HRH Prince Damrong Rajanubhab had surveyed
the ancient city of Uthong and described in many books.

1933 the Royal Institute city which was essentiai
worth to historians and archaeologists began to survey and make
plans of the ancient Uthong. It became evident that it was an
ancient.

1959 a temporary museumn building was built by
the Fine Arts Department in the area where the permanent
structure now stands for collecting ancient artifacts from
ancient Uthong.

1961 the Fine Arts Department additionally excavated
and restored of the ancient monuments which were scattered
around Uthong. Many ancient artifacts of Dvaravati were found.

1964-1966 the French art historian, Jean Boisselier
had excavated the remains in Uthong.

1965-1966 a permanent museum building was
huilt and opened on 13, May 1966 by their Majesties the King
and Queen.

2004-2005 the museum received the budget to
renovate a building displaying the story of ancient Uthong and
Dvaravati culture.
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HRH Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, the early scholar
who had surveyed the ancient city of Uthong
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Their Majesties The King and Queen proceeded
to open and visited Uthong National Museum
on 13, May 1966
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The exhibition building
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Guide to Uthong National Museum

Uthong National Museum is situated on Malaiman Road,
Amphoe Uthong, Suphanburi province. It is 30 kilometers far
away from the province. In 1959 a temporary museum building
was built to collect and conserve the ancient objects found
during the excavation and restoration of ancient Uthong. The
Fine Arts Department began further excavation and restoration
in 1961. Many works of art were collected, so it became
necessary to build a permanent museum to house them. It was
formally opened by their Majesties the King and Queen on 13,
May 1966.

During 2004-2005 the museum received the budget to
renovate an exhibition building representing the story of the
ancient city of Uthong, and the Dvaravati culture.
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Exhibition

The Exhibition Building No.1 is now displaying the
exhibition of Uthong ancient city and Dvaravati culture. It shows
the evolution of Uthong since the prehistoric settlement through
the entering to history society in Dvaravati period. It is divided

INto two rooms.

WasguetoyaTuae

Information room &t the downstairs
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A display of a man leading a monkey by the hand
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Exhibition Room 1:
The Ancestors of Uthong

[Prehistoric Period and Outside Influencel

It displays the development of Uthong where was
occupied by prehistoric men around 3,000 years ago. Later, it
nad engaged in trading and connected with the outsiders.

Around the 3 - 5" centuries Buddhism had entered
Uthong and later changed the community into Dvaravati culture,
the earliest historic period in Thailand.

Significant displayed artifacts consist of golden ornaments,
golden beads, glass beads, relief of monks carrying bowls,
relief of flying deva terracotta seals, terracotta inscription,
copper inscription, Roman coin, silver coins with inscription, bronze
Buddha images and etc.
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In the Uthong Sri Dvaravati exhibition room
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Exhibition Room 2:
Uthong Sri Dvaravati
(Dvaravati Culture at the Ancient City of Uthong)

The exhibition displays the story and the importance of
the ancient city of Uthong as the first historic city of Thailand.

The ancient city of Uthong was the historic city under
the Dvaravati culture. Its plan was in an oval shape surrounded
by moat. More than 20 archaeological remains were scattered
in and around the city. On the southwest was the location of
Khok Chang Din archaeological site where is deemed to be the
sanctuaries of Shivaism in Hinduism.

Significant artifacts in the exhibition consist of
Dharmachakra or Wheel of the Law with pedestal and pillar, the
greatest complete Dharmachakra found in Thailand, terracotta of
Buddha, votive tablets, beads, ornaments, utensils, architectural
stuccoed fragments, and so on.







In the Uthong Sri Dvaravati exhibition room
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House of Laocsong

Thai Song Dam or Laosong is a minority group of pecple
evacuated from Lao and Vietnam since Dhonburi period and the
early Ratanakosin period. They first settled down in Petchaburi
province. However, they currently live in many provinces of
Thailand, including Suphanburi province, specially in Amphoe
Uthang, Amphoe Muaeng, Amphoe Songphinong, and Amphoe
Bangplama are regions where Laosong now live. Laosong people

have got their own language and unique dressing in black.
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House of Laosong in the area of
Lithong national museum
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Laosong orThai Song Dam people traditionally

wears black clothes
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The Master Pieces in Uthong National Museum
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Relief of Monks Carrying Bowls

Acc. no. 65/2509

Size width 20 ¢cm. height 16 cm.

Style Amaravati {Southern India), around the gl
centuries {or around 1,600-1,700 years ago)

Character  This terracotta relief showing Buddhist disciples
with their bowls reveals the beginning of Indian
influence in Uthong. The relief is closely related
to Indian Amaravati art, as can be seen from
the folds of robe. It is deemed to decorate the
sanctuary.

Note: it is said to be the oldest indian-influenced artifact
found in Thailand.
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Stuccoed Fragment of
the Seated Buddha Beneath
a Seven-headed Naga

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character
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66/2509

width 17 cm. height 16.5 cm.

Amaravati (Southern Indial, around the 4" - 5"
centuries (or around 1,600-1,700 years ago)

This fragment is the baserment of the completion
seated Buddha. The Buddha sits in loose cross
legs. The piling three - tiered naga at the bottom

shows the influence of Indian Amaravati art.
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Relief of Flying Deva (divine being]

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

38/2506

width 36 cm. height 30 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 7"-8" centuries {or around
1,300-1,400 years ago)

A man in the terracotta is wearing a headdress
stating the status of divine being who might be
deva. A cloth belt wrapping on his stomach and
the drapery flying to the back are similar to Indian

Gupta art.
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Stuccoed Buddha Descending from

the Tavatimsa Heaven

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

227/2509

Height 32 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 71h - 9'h century {or around
1,200-1,400 years ago)

The attitude of the Buddha raising two hands with
forefinger and thumbs connected is regarded as
signifying the Descent from the Tavatimsa Heaven
after preaching his mother on the heaven. The
Buddha's face and dressing are in local Dvaravati

style.
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Relief of Kinnari

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

79/2506

width 23 cm. height 23.5 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 5th - 7ih centuries (or around
1,400-1,600 years ago)

This terracotta of Kinnari, the mythological
half-bird half-woman creature of the Himalaya
forest, wears a headdress and raises her right
hand and left leg to the back. Some scholar
suggested that her body and legs might be the
figure of lion rather than bird which was widely
created in northern India during the Gupta

dynasty.
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Bodhisattva Padmapani

[(Padma-lotus, Pani-holder]

Acc. no. 247/2509

Size width 6 cm. height 23.5 cm.

Style Srivijaya, around the 9Ih - 10th centuries (or around
1,100-1,200 years ago)

Character Bronze Statuette Bodhisattva Padmapani or
Avalokitesvara is a significant deity of Mahayana
Buddhism. The deity stands on a high round-shape
pedestal, wearing high hairstyle with a figurine
of Amitabha in meditation, and holding a rosary
on the right hand, while a lotus and a water-pot
are held on the left hand, and another rosary is

circled on her left shoulder,.
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Bronze Lion

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

18/2506

width 5.5 ¢cm. height 10.5 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 8"- 9" centuries {or around
1,600-1,700 years agol

Lion has always appeared in artworks since
Dvaravati period through Rattanakosin era. It is
assumed to be influenced by Indian art on the
grounds that there was no any kind of this lion in

the region of Southeast Asia.
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Kinnari : Golden Ornament

Acc. no. 275/2509
Size width 1.3 ¢cm. height 1.9 cm.

Style Dvaravati, around the 4" - 5" centuries (or around
1,600-1,700 years ago)

Character  There is a round ring similar earring at the back of
the golden ornament, while human face wearing
round earrings is made at the front.Her hairs are
tied into a knot on the top of her head and the
body is covered with feather. As regards her legs,

they look like a bird’s legs. Kinnari).
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Giant : Golden Ornament

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

274/2509

width 1.1 ¢m. height 1.9 cm.

Dvaravati, around the " Sm centuries {or around
1,600-1,700 years ago)

Itis a golden ornament which is shaped as giant
face with a round ring at the back. In front side,
he wears the headed ornament which was shaped
like sharpen - bunch over thick edge of a crown.
He has got protrusive eyes, thick elbows, big nose,
big cheeks, mouth opened, teeth revealed, and

tongue out.
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Golden Ornament (beads)

Acc. no. 2/2513

Style Dvaravati, around the ?‘h century (or around 1,400
years ago)

Character Small pieces of golden beads are created for
necklace with golden jewelled locket which was
a circle with rays around. Spawning design
was decorated round its edge and there is an
ornamental white gem at the middle. Most beads
found at the ancient city of Uthong under the
Dvaravati culture are made from precious stones,
glasses, terracotta, and gold. In addition to the
beauty, these beads have yet indicated to
technology of creation and the relation of trade
between the ancient city of Uthong and foreign

countries.
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Head of Golden Buddha

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

76/2506

width 4 cm. height 5.3 cm.

Dvaravati, around the T 9"h century {or around
1,200-1,400 years ago)

His face is round while his elbow is connected
like a crow’s wing. His eyes are closed
expressing the mercy. Even though the image is
very small in size, the detail is very clear showing

the ancient skill at that time.
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Seal of Religious Symbols and
Inscription

Acc. no. 3/2520

Size diameter 4.5 cm.

Style Dvaravati, around the 8th - Sth centuries {or around
1,200-1,300 years ago)

Character  The seal is round and divided into two parts. The
upper part presents the picture of bull, trident,
Garuda (or swan ?) (from left to right). The lower
part is the Indian Pallava alphabets in Sanskrit
language that can be interpreted to Trimurti,
the three principal gods of Hindu namely Vishnu,
Shiva, and Brahma. The above symbols may refer

to vehicles and weapon of the three gods.
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Seal of Lion Figure

Acc. no.
Size
Style

Character

28/2504

diameter 3.2 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 7" - 9" centuries {1,200-
1,400 years ago)

The round terracotta seal depicts lion in profile
with strait fore legs and folded back legs. This
kind of lion resembles to the lion figure appeared
on the Buddha’s throne in Indian Amaravati art,
dated to the 1%~ 3" centuries.
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Roman Coin

Acc. no.
Size

Character

306/2509

diameter 2 cm.

The coin illustrates the profile of Emperor Caesar
Victorinus wearing a pointed crown. IMP C
VICTORINUS PF AUG which is the abbreviation
for Emperor Caesar Victorinus Pius Felix Auguste
means to Emperorl Caesar Victorinus, Faith,
Happiness, and Majesty is depicted on the
edge of the coin. While at the back is the picture
of Athena. Emperor Victorinus was an emperor of
the Roman Empire during 269-271 C.E.
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Silver Coin with Inscription
of Sri Dvaravati Savarapunya

Acc. no. 15/2641

Size diameter 1.7 cm.

Style Dvaravati, around the it 8th centuries (or around
1,300-1,400 years ago)

Character The round silver coin has got Pallava-Sansakrit
inscription and another side appears the image of
a cow and a calf. The Pallava alphabets can be
read as Sri Dvaravati Savarapunya which means
the merit of King Dvaravati. The cow symbolizes
the creation of natural power which may be
related to the principle of worship the good-luck

and fertility goddess.
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Copper Inscription

Acc. No.
Size

Style

Character

251/2509

width 28 cm. length 42 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 8" 9" centuries {or about
1,200-1,300 years ago)

a copper plate with Pallava inscription in 6 lines
stating the name of King Hassavarman,
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Dharmachakra with Pedestal

and Pillar
Acc. no. 60-62/2506
Size wheel :  diameter 91 cm. height 130 cm.
pedestal: width 48 cm. length 50 ¢cm.
height 38 cm.
pillar: diameter 25 cm.  height 280 cm.

Style

Character

Dvaravati, around the T Slh centuries (or around
1,300-1,400 years ago)

Stone wheel of the law,the spokes is cut through,
its base depicts the figure of bloorned lotus. The
circle designs alternating the rhombus designs are
engraved around the rim of the wheel. This
Dharmachakra is the only one that has been found
along with the rectangular supporting base and
the eight edges pillar. On the top of the pillar, a
bunch of flowers design is carved while the lower
is designed a lotus over the spread swan within
the rectangular frame.
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Stone relief of Buddha Delivering his
First Sermon

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

22/2506

width 95 cm. height 155 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 71h century (or around 1,400
years ago)

Dharmachakra in profile flanked by two crouching
deer below the Buddha represents his first
sermon in the Deer Park in Sarnath. The Buddha
in meditation with Dhamachakra and crouching
deer is always related to real Indian post-Gupta

art.?
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Bronze Buddha in Vitarkamudra

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

55/2506

width 9.5 cm. height 32 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 8" - 9" centuries (or around
1,200-1,300 years ago)

The standing bronze Buddha raising two hands
with thumb and forefinger joined is known as
the gesture of exposition or Vitarkamudra. His
face is quite round, with glanced eyes, big nose,
little smiled lip, and long ears. His head is
surrounded by a curved halo decorated with
flame design and wearing an enclosed robe of

Buddhist priest.
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Votive Tablet in Meditation

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

69/2506

width 30 cm. height 43.5 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 8™ 9" centuries {or around
1,200-1,300 vyears ago)

The Buddha is in meditation wearing the robe in
the opening mode. Lots of votive tablets in this
pattern were found in ancient Uthong. They are
believed to be stamped from the same mould for

decorating religious monument.
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Votive Tablet Presenting Buddha
Biography on *Maha Patiharn®

Acc. no. 64/2511

Size width 11 cm. height 14 cm.

Style Dvaravati, around the g centuries (or around
1,300-1,400 years ago)

Character  The rectangular votive tablet depicts the Buddha
sitting in meditation above the lotus throne. Some
scholars believed that the story might be the
Maha Patiharn of Divayadana doctrine, one of the
doctrines of Hinayana Buddhism. Moreover, the
message of Ye Dhamma in Pallava alphabets
which is the core of Bhuddism, is also engraved
at the back of the votive tablet.
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Votive Tablet of His Disciples

Acc. no.
Size
Style

Character

64/2506

width 6.3 cm. height 10.2 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 7" - 8" centuries (or around
1,300-1,400 years ago)

A votive tablet of his disciples was found during
the excavation of chedi no.11 in ancient Uthong.
The most important thing stands at the back of
the votive tablet which has an inscription of
Sariputtra, the name of chief disciple of the present
Buddha.
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Terracotta Lid of Kotchalaksami

Acc. no. 58/2502

Size width 8 cm. height 8 cm.

Style Dvaravati, around the T 9'h centuries (or around
1,200-1,400 years ago)

Character  The terracotta lid depicts the goddess sitting in
the middle holding lotuses in two hands. Elephants
raising trunks and water pitchers to water
the goddess were assumed to be made
beside the goddess. This kind of pattern is called
“Kotchalakshmi™ or “Abhiseksri” which means
to pour the goddess Lakshmi, the consort of
Vishnu, for blessing her good luck and fertility.
All is the belief of Hinduism.
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Terracotta : Figure of a Man Holding

a Monkey

Acc. no.  82/2502

Size width 4.5 ¢cm. height 8.5 cm.

Style Dvaravati, around the 7"- 9" centuries (or around
1,200-1,400 years ago)

Character  The terracotta figurine of a man holding monkey

on a rope is wearing necklace and bracelets.
It is interesting that the heads of the figures
always broken from the body leading some
scholars believed that these figures might be

used in ritual to get rid of bad luck.
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Head of Foreigner

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

256/2505

width 11.5 ¢m. height 20 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 78" centuries (or around
1,300-1,400 years ago)

The stucco head of foreigner wearing high
pointed hat, the feature of Arab people or
Middle East people, is believed to be the portrait
of trader who traded between the Middle East

and the region.
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Terracotta of a Man Wearing

Necklace and Earrings

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

30/2543

width 24 cm. height 26 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 7" 8" centuries (or around
1,300-1,400 years ago)

Terracotta of a man, his hands sticks out to
catch at the rim of the front base. His earrings
resembles to those generally found in
archaeological sites in Dvaravati period. His
necklace is closely similar to beads and

ornaments found at ancient Uthong.
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Terracotta of a man dancing

Acc. no.
Size

Style

Character

29/2543

width 16 ¢cm. height 51 cm.

Dvaravati, around the 7" - 9" centuries {or around
1,200-1,400 years ago)

Terracotta of A man is dancing with his hands
and legs. He is wearing the headdress which looks
like the standing leaves, earrings and necklace,
wearing clothes with strip in Thai style and there

are also double rows of cloths falling infront.
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Terracotta seal depicting the ship,
found at Nakhon Pathom
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Tenacorfa from Chul'aparhon Chedi depicting

the scene from Jataka showing the Indian travelling
to oversea
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Terracotta Relief of Monks Carrying Bowls Found
at the ancient city of Uthong
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Stone tools from Tham Taduang,

Kanchanaburi province
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From Suvarnabhumi
to the Ancient City of Uthong

The Dawn of Suvarnabhumi

The fabled land is referred to in the Indian literatures as
Suvarnabhumi, or Suvarnadvipa, the “land of gold”, where
is probably located in Southeast Asia. From time immemorial,
Suvarnabhumi was well-known among the Indian merchants
as eastern trade route. However, archaeological evidences
suggest that Suvarnabhumi is the part of Myanmar, Vietnam
and Central Thailand.

Nowadays, among Thais, Suvarnabhumi known as
the wealthy land in Mahajanaka, a literary work by His
Majesty the King, and also was recently named by His Majesty

the King for the new international airport of Thailand.
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Prehistoric human skeletons
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Prehistoric paintings (cave art) at Tham Taduang,

Kanchanaburi province
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Suvarnabhumi before Indianization

The Central plain of Thailand, probably part of
Suvarnabhumi, was first occupied by the hunting-gathering
subsistence backwards to 11,000 years ago. Many of stone tool
assemblages were found in many caves and rock shelters,
especially, in the basin of Kwae Noi and Kwae Yai, Kanchanaburi
province. This area, many of archaeological sites in Kanchanaburi
and Ratchaburi, had been continuously settled for 3,000 to 4,000
years ago. Until 3,000 years ago was the beginning of the
farming villages and the technology of metal; bronze to iron,
appeared in this area. Especially, evidences from Ban Don
Ta Phet indicated the intensive of distant exchange between

central plain of Thailand and the western as India.
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Bronze Ancient Roman lamp found at Thamaka,
Kanchanaburi province.
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Bronze drum found at Ratchaburi province.
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Terracotta seal found at the ancient city of Uthong.
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Bronze omament in the form of peacock found
at Ban Dontaphet, Kanchanaburi province.
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Suvarnabhumi : A commercial and
trade center of the region.

Because of its favorable settlement and diversity of

resources, Suvarnabhumi, in many centuries, became an
important trading center and wealthy land, that known as
“Golden Land”, in Southeast Asia. Especially, argosies from
India, Persia and Roman, such as their story were cited in rmany
Indian and Chinese literatures.

Archaeological finds indicate that the area of
Suvarnabhumi has been occupied since prehistoric time
until the 1™ to 4™ centuries (2,000 to 1,700 years ago) or
“Indo-Roman Age” that Suvarnabhumi became an extreme
of trade by many of resources; as spices, fragrant wood, copper,
tin, etc., and its appropriated location to be a sea port. Together
with trade, Indian civilization; Buddhism and Hinduism, was
spread throughout this area and united to local culture and

became particular culture of this area.
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Terracotta Relief of Monks Carrying Bowls Found

at the ancient city of Uthong
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Stucco head of foreigner found at
the ancient city of Uthong.
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One of the Dvaravati chedis at the ancient city
of Uthong.
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The Ancient City of Uthong :
The Dawn of Thai Culture.

The ancient city of Uthong had been developed from
the late prehistoric society in central Thailand after it connected
with the outsiders, especially India. The inspiration of religions
from India caused the unique local culture called Dvaravati. Uthong
was influenced by Indian Civilization and became the major of
trading and Buddhism around the AR i centuries (1,400 to
1,000 years ago) for its location, and the oldest Indian-influenced
evidences found in the region. The descent of Uthong began in
the 11'?‘ century by several factors, as natural change, and the
declining of the important port of Uthong and other Dvaravati’s
cities. Trading by Indian was took place at southern peninsular
rather than Uthong and cther Dvaravati’s cities.

The Buddhist artifacts found at Uthong could indicate
that it was the first place in Thailand where Buddhism took
place. It is also thought to have been a part of Suvarnabhumi, or
the place where King Asoka of India sent two monks to spread
Buddhism around the 2™ B.C.
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Dharmacakra with pedestal and pillar found
at Chedi no. 11 at the ancient city of Uthong.
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Ekkamukhalinga with yoni - pedestal from
the ancient city of Uthong.
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Malaiman Rd. and the ancient moat
in front of Uthong National Museum
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The Location and Plan of important
monuments of the Ancient City of
Uthong

The Location of the Ancient City of Uthong

The ancient city of Uthong is situated on a plain of
Thailand, west of Tambon Uthong, Suphanburi province, and
west of Chorakhae Samphan River.

The ancient city was in oval with a moat surrounding.
There are many remains of ancient waterway. West to the city
around a kilometer is the range of mountains which are Khao
Thundindam, Khao Phuthong, Khao Takao, and Khao Rangkaperd.
The evidences state that here was the former seacoast. The
present Uthong is 6 meters above the medium sea level.

At present, the remains of ancient moat were
almost totally destroyed by Malaiman Road and the people

settlement.
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Votive tablet of Buddha in Meditation found at the
ancient city of Uthong
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Miscellaneous knowledge From
Uthong National Musesum

What was the source of votive tablet ?
Votive tablet is a small image made to represent
Buddha. Originally, it might be the commemorative objects for
visiting the Buddhist pilgrimage sites. Later, the belief had
changed. People in Lanka believed that Buddhism would last
only 5,000 years, so they made the votive tablet with inscription
of Ye Dhamma, the heart of Buddhism, in the hope that the

religion would last forever when people see this kind of objects.
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Votive tablet with Ye Dhamma inscription
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Sanchi stupa which is believed to come from
an ancient mound in india
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The oldest votive tablet discovered in Thailand was made by
terracotta in Dvaravati period back to the 7"11" centuries or
about 1,000-1,400 years ago. However, it gains popularity and

has been continued until now.
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Do you know that present stupa comes
from ancient mound ?

It is believed that the first stupa was modified from the
mound which originally buried the bones of senior people or
leaders of the community in India. In the 2“d century B.C.E. or
2,300 years ago it became to enshrine the relics of the Buddha,
including the revered monks, even to mark the holy places
related to Buddhism. The first form of the stupa appeared at
Sanchi stupa in India. As times goes by, the stupa had been
decorated more beautifully. Many kinds of stupa can be found

in different regions.
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When was the first Buddha image
appeared ? What were the image’s
attributes ?

Buddha image was first appeared in the century or
about 2,000 years ago in India under the Ghandhara art style. As
ancient Indian artists were afraid to create Buddha in human
figure, they presented Buddha in symbaols such as lotus, throne,
wheel of the law, and stupa. When Greek ruled the northern
India, they turned to believe in Buddhism and created Buddha
image according to characters of the idealistic great man. The
attributes of the image had been changed more idealistically
such as the curls of hair, a round mark in his forehead, the
long ears, and a halo over his head. The details are various

depending on local styles.
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Gandhara Buddha style which is believed to be the
origin of Buddha image
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Crowned Buddha, Ayudhaya art style
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Do you believe that the worid is
directed by the three principal gods as
Hindu belief ?

Hinduism believes that the occurrence, extinction and
cycle of birth are depended on the three principal gods of
Brahma, the creator, Vishnu, the protector and Shiva, the
breaker. For example, the four castes among Hindus were
believed to be born from Brahma’s body; the highest caste
comes from his head while the lowest caste comes from his
feet. Vishnu or the protector would suppress the troubles when
garth exists. While Shiva, the breaker, would break the world in
order to regenerate it. Thus, Shivalinga or the male sex organ
symbolized the creation is worshipped by a sect regarded Shiva

as the highest god, called Shivaism.
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The Buddha attained nirvana
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What are the differences between
Buddhist and Christian centuries ?

The date between Buddhist and Christian is different.
Buddhist began to determine the date after the Buddha attained
nirvana a year. As now we are in the year 2550 Buddhist Era
{B.E, it is in the mid 26" centuries B.E {2501-2600). On the
contrary, Christian began to claim the date in the year the Jesus
Christ was born. So, the Christ’s birth year was the first year of
Christian Era or Common Era (C.E.}. We are now in 2007 C.E.,
s0 we are in the early 21* centuries C.E. {2001-2100). Buddhist
Era took place before Christian Era 543 years, so we have to
subtract 543 from the Buddhist year when we want to convert
B.E. into C.E,, for example, 2549-543=2006.
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Where did Thais come from ? Did Thais
really evacuate from China ?

In the past, Thais were taught to believe that they
migrated from China in the area of Altai valleys. That assumption
seems there were no people in the country of Thailand before
the migration. In fact, humans had lived in the region for long
long time. There are many evidences stating the human
settlements since the prehistoric period. They may first be the
group of people wandering, hunting-gathering, living in caves,
then develop to settle down and do agriculture, and later
exchange cultures with outsiders leading to culture processing,
and finally form the empires of Dvaravati, Srivijaya, Lanna,
Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and eventually united as the present

Kingdom of Thailand.
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ancient stone utensils in prehistoric period
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Khok Chang Din archaeological site.
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Hindu sanctuaries at Khok Chang Din
Archaeological Site

Apart from Buddhism architectures, Dvaravati ancient
city of Uthong also placed Hindu sanctuaries at the outer.
Buddhism was said to be the main religious of Uthong ancient
city, so its architecture were built inside and around the city
center, while the outer southwest of the city was dedicated to
Hinduism known as Khok Chang Din archaeological site. The
monuments are believed to have been functioned in Hindu
fitual activities since the 7"-11"" centuries or about 1,200-1,400

years ago.
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Principal linga with yoni base found
at Khok Chang Din archaeclogical site.
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map showing the past and present coast

Uswmalne 4a4 TumardanmedmzaGuneurieanly B S

dasannisuldsunaiauesusiun  ianisiunuas
penauuihauiaflunusedaluilaqiu dealiiides
grasBumunnaudrAny uazihllunigs

Do you know that the coast of Gulf of
Thailand was formerly higher than the
present one ?

It was actually that the former coast of Gulf of Thailand
was higher than the present one around 140 kilometers since
about 1,000-1,400 years ago. The ancient geological state
made the ancient city of Uthong as important as the port city
connected with both sea and rivers on the mainland. Such
archaeological evidences found in the area include the stucco
head of foreigner, ancient Roman coing, Buddha images, and
imported beads. Later on, the ways of river flowing had
changed and the new land was risen where is now the coast of
Gulf of Thailand. The ancient city of Uthong was gradually less

important and finally ruined.
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What are the unigue characters of
Dvaravati Buddha image?

The main features of Dvaravati Buddha images can be
divided into 3 periods. The early period is dated around the 7"'
century or about 1,400 years ago. The early Dvaravati Buddha
image was still inspired by Indian Gupta art with no finial above
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Aerial photograph of ancient city of Korat,

Nakhonratchasima province, showing of ancient

moat and soil dyke

the head, no sanghati’s tip on the left shoulder, and sitting in
loose cross legs, or standing in the posture of tribhanga or triple
flexion. Later in the 8"-10" centuries or about 1,100-1,300
years ago local Dvaravati Buddha image appeared with the
unique features of large curls, finial on ushnisha, flat face,
elbows connected, and thick lips. However, the i ok century

was said to be the late Dvaravati art influenced by Kmer art.
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What was the ancient moat for ?
What was it look like ?

Historically, a moat is as important as other
archaeological evidences of artifacts or monuments. It could
tell the ancient lifeways, city plan, and water management. The
ancient moat might be made for consumption, agriculture, water
transportation or even for protecting the enemies. The form of
the early moat found in Thailand was in uncertain shapes as
round or oval as can be seen at the ancient cities of Uthong, the
first ancient city of Dvaravati culture, Kubua, and Nakhon Pathom,
while the late moat was in pattern or rectangular such as the
ancient Ratchaburi, Phimai, and Sukhothai.
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An oval shape of the moat of ancient Uthong
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Images of the monastic dress in covering and open
modes. (MaIEdLsIniaie The Sculpture of Siam)
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The Monastic Dress

The Buddha image and present monks are normally
wearing “Three Garments” called “Tricivara”. Each garment is
in rectangular. The first piece of cloth is called sabong
{antaravasaka) which is the undercloth worn around the waist
and secured by a knot in front. The second one is the robe or
uttarasanga in Sanskrit. It is for covering the upper body. The
shawl or sanghati is the last garment worn as a cloak over the
robe in cool weather.

The Buddha's dress is shown in two modes; covering
mode, draped around both shoulders, and open mode, leaving
right shoulder and arm bare.

The oldest monastic dress in Buddha image in
Thailand was discovered at the ancient city of Uthong,
Suphanburi province which is the terracotta of Monks Carrying

Bowls now collected at Uthong National Museum.
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Terracotta of monks carrying bowls showing the
monastic dress.
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Definitions Before Visiting the Exhibitions

1. Culture

A set of ideas, believes, ways of life, behaviors created
by humans of a particular community or society. It could be
divided into two types; material culture, such as cobjects or
artifacts, and mental culture, such as believes, religions,
and laws. One culture can be transmitted to other societies.

Moreover, culture always changes.

2. Prehistory
A period of time before history was first written down.
People in the prehistoric community could only communicate

in spoken language.

3. History

A period when humans have created a written language
to record events. Each society entered the historic period
differently. The historic period of Southeast Asian region began
around the Bm-?'"1 centuries or around 1,500 years ago due
to the widely use of Pallava alphabets, originated in Southem

India.

4. Ancient Monument

Old architecture or building that is archaeologically or
historically valuable such as temple, palace, ubosot, vihara, and
chedi.

5. Artifact

An object that was made a long time ago and is
historically and archaeologically important, for example,
fragments of ancient monument, fossils, Buddha images,

sculptures, and prehistoric human skeletons.
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6. Sculpture
A solid object that someone makes as a work of art by

shaping a substance such as stone, metal, or wood.

7. Stucco
A substance used for covering or decorating the

building.

8. Buddhist Century

A period of 100 years according to Buddhist’s date.
Buddhist Era {B.E.) started after the Buddha attained nirvana
a year. For example, the 12" century B.E. is a period of
1101-1200 B.E. We are currently in the 261h century B.E.
(2501-2600 B.E.).

9. Christian century

A period of 100 years according to Christian’s date.
Christian began its 1st year when Jesus Christ was believed to
be born. For example, the ZUIh century includes the year 1901 to

2000. Then, the current year of 2007 is in the early 21 century.

10. Shivaism

A Hindu sect worshipping Shiva as the highest god.
Shiva is one of the Hindu principal gods, called Trimurti. He is
the god of destruction which will lead to a new creation. The
Shivaism respects Sivalinga, a phallic symbol, as the symbol of

regeneration.

11. Vishnavism

A name of a sect in Hinduism adoring Vishnu or Narayana
as the highest god. He is also one of the Trimurti in the position
of god of preservation. When the world is in trouble, he would

avatar or incarnate to subdue the troubles.



12. Theravada [(Hinayanal

A Buddhism sect which is deemed to practice the
fundamental doctrine of the Buddha. It has Pali language as a
major language in practicing the doctrine. At present, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Cambodia are among countries

that practice Theravada Buddhism.

13. Ajariyavada [Mahayanal

A Buddhism sect established since the revise on
Traipitaka around the 12" centuries. Mahayana means
“greater vehicle” which is believed to be able to carry all
disciples to reach nirvana. Mahayana disciples pay a respect to
many Bodhisattva or gods. They believe that these gods could

take them to the heaven.

14. Pali
A language of ancient India originated in Magadha, India

which is used in Theravada Buddhism.

15. Sanskrit
An ancient language originated and widely used in India,

also in sacred texts of Mahayana Buddhism.

16. Pang [(in Buddha image]

Pang or Mudra in Sanskrit could be described as
the gesture of hands and other parts of the body in Buddhist
iconography, for example, meditation, subduing Mara, giving

sermons, and so far.

17. Jataka

The 550 odd stories of former incarnations of the
Buddha stated in a treatise of Hinayana Buddhism. More
importantly, the last ten incamations are believed to be the

most significant incarnations that Buddha had made great merit.
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18. Bronze

A mixed metal that has got a gold-like color. It has cop-
per and tin as the main materials, besides there might be other
metals in combination. Archeologically, it is used to call the pre-
history when people made utensils from bronze since around
2,500-4,000 years ago.

18. Arab or Persia
The territory locates on the southwest of Asia or the
Mideast Asia, where is now occupied by the Muslim.

20. Roman

An empire whose center was in Rome, Italy. The Roman
civilization lasted for thousand years since 500 B.C.E. to the 5"
century or about 1,500-2,500 years ago. Its area had been
enlarged to Persian Bay and Caspian Sea. Besides, the Romans
had traveled to trade with India. Nevertheless, the empire was
gradually declined in the late i century. It was finally destroyed
by the barbarians in the late 5" century.

21. Amaravati

A city situated on the southeast of India along the
Krishna River. The name of Amaravati is also called the Buddhist
Indian art dated around the 2"°4" centuries. The influence of
Amaravati art had appeared in many regions in Southeast Asia.

22. Gupta

A dynasty that ruled the northern part of India between
the Ath—Sm centuries. It also refers to the most beautiful Indian
art style. Gupta art had played an important role in Dvaravati
art, including other contemporary arts in the region of
Southeast Asia.

23. Pallava

A dynasty that ruled the southern part of India since
the 4th-10Ih centuries. The Pallava dynasty supported the
Brahmanism. The Pallava alphabet used in the dynasty and
other dynasties in India had spread to Southeast Asia.



24. Pala

An Indian dynasty ruled the northeast India around
Bihar and Bengol dated to the 9”‘-12th centuries. Its center
was at Nalanda University. Pala was well-known for the
support to Tantra-Mahayana Buddhism which mostly

emphasized on magic power.

25. Suvarnabhumi

The *“Land of Gold”, where was probably located
in Southeast Asia covering Thai, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia. This land of gold

was regarded as the land of prosperity and rich of resources.

26. Dvaravati

The first historical period of Thailand dated around
the ?th—ﬂm centuries. Dvaravati culture was emerged in central
Thailand and later spread to other parts. Its culture and arts
were dedicated to Theravada Buddhism. It was first inspired by

Gupta and Post-Gupta arts in India.

27. Ancient City of Uthong

An ancient city under the Dvaravati culture dated to
the vk centuries. The ancient city was situated in Amphoe
Uthong, Suphanburi province. It is claimed as one of the
ancient city in the early history of Thailand that grew from the

trade connection with overseas, especially India.

28. Stupa

A Sanskrit word referred to Buddhism architecture
whose origin supposed to be a mound of funeral. It originally
buried the corpses in India. Around the - century B.C. and
the 1° century the funeral mound made by soil and timber had
been developed to more durable materials as brick and
stone. For Buddhist tradition, it is used to contain the relics of
the Buddha or the revered monks, or to state the Buddhist

pilgrimage sites.
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29, Chedi
The word comes from Chaitya in Sanskrit and Cetiya
in Pali. The original meaning means things to get a respect,

however, Thais usually use it as same as the word stupa.

30. Vihara

Its derivation referred to monk’s residence, however,
it currently means the rectangular building in the temple
enshrining the Buddha image inside. Instead, the monk’s

residence is now called kuti.

31. Buddha image
The representative of the Buddha, originated in India
around the 1° century. Buddha image is always created

according to puri lakshana or characters of the great man.

32. Votive Tablet

A small Buddha image shaped by a mould. The aim
of the votive tablet was initially a memorial object for the
Buddhist pilgrimage sites where Buddha was born, enlightened,
gave first sermon and attained nirvana. At the present, it is also

called “Phra Kruang”.

33. Bodhisattva

Bodhisattva in Theravada (Hinayana) Buddhism refers
to two meanings; former incarnations of the Buddha before
being Siddhartha prince, and the present life of Siddhartha
prince before enlightenment. In contrast, Mahayana Buddhism
believes that Bodhisattva is large in numbers and full of
supernatural power. Instead of reaching nirvana, bodhisattvas
have postponed Buddhahood in order to help the Mahayana

Buddhists to the heaven or nirvana with them.

34. Bodhisattva Avalokitesavara
Avalokitesavara means lord who lock below or lord of

light. Bodhisattva Avalokitesavara, who gains lots of respects, is



a god of mercy and regarded as a protector of Mahayana
Buddhists. He is identified by a figurine of Buddha in meditation

or Amitabha in his headdress.

35. Bodhisattava Sri Aryamaitreya
Bodhisattva who will enlighten as a Buddha in the

future. His identified symbol is the stupa in his headdress.

36. Dharmachakra (Wheel of the Law)
A symbol of Buddha’s preaching When the
Dharmachakra is incorporated with crouching deer, it indicates

his first sermon at the Deer Park in Sarnath, India.

37. Graven image (Devarupal
An image made to be the symbolic image of the gods in
Hinduism such as Shivalinga, a symbolic object of Shiva, an

image of Vishnu with four arms, and an image of Brahma.

38. Trimurti
The combination of the three Hindu divine triad includ-
ing Brahma the creator, Narayana {Vishnu) the protector, and

Ishavara (Shiva) the breaker.

39. Shivalinga

A sculpture created in the form of male sex organ. It is
a symbol of Shiva, an important Hindu god representing
regeneration, prosperity, and progress. It sometimes refers to
Trimurti. In Kmer art the Shivalinga is divided into 3 parts
which refers to 3 Hindu principal gods. Generally, these three
parts are equal in size and seated on the base with a groove for

drainage of holy water called “yoni”.

40. Stone axe
A stone utensil whose shape is like an axe made in the

prehistoric period for slicing, chopping or digging.
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41. Beads

A small piece of plastic, glass, metal and etc. with a hole
through it that you put on a string or chain with other beads and
wear as jewelry. Beads have been appeared since the prehis-

toric period.

42. Wae

An equipment used for spinning the plant fiber into threads
before entering the process of clothes making. They were made
by terracotta in the round shepe with a whole in the middle

showing the abilities of ancient clothes making.

43. Seal

A medium used for making connection between
individuals, group of people or institutions in the sake of politic,
trading and religion. The seal first appeared in Thailand in
the Dvaravati period whose inspiration was India who was

influenced by Persia.

44, Grinding Stone
An ancient kitchen utensil used for grinding cereals,
spices and drugs. The utensil comprises of basement and the

cylinder stone to grind the cereals.

45, An earthen receptacle or Takan
A small cup made of baked clay used for containing

ol for lightening.
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Uthong National Museum
Address : Malaiman Road, Uthong District,
Suphanburi province, 72160
Tel : 0-3555-1040, 0-3555-1021
Fax : 0-3555-1021

Museum Hours

Open . Wednesday - Sunday
and National Holidays
9.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Closed : Monday - Tuesday

Admission Fee : 30 Baht

Museum Service
Book Shop
Information for research purposes
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