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(ABSTRACT)

‘The purpose of this technical report is to study the historical and archaeological
contexts of Wat Chang Lom, Si-saichanalai. Its forms and structures as well as all the details
including the decorative stuccos, sculptures and antiquities which are found within the
monument’s boundary have been studied, especially, the items which relate to the significant
stupa. The structures in the temple can be categorized into 3 groups; the wall, the vihara, and
the stupa. Undoubtedly, the oldest and most interesting of all is the dome-shape significant
stupa which is divided into 3 parts; the base, the body of dome-shape, and the pinnacle. The
attribute of the stupa base in exceptional. ~ There are four layers sitting on top of one another;
the platform where row of elephant sculptures are standing on, the terrace, the square structure
where the niches of seated Buddha image are decorated on the sides, and the base of the
dome-shape structure. The row of elephants surrounding the stupa on the platform is possibly
influenced by the Singhalese stupa style or adapted from the Khmer elephants, the guardiances
of directions. The arrangement of these parts of the base explains the ideal concept of the
Buddhist three worlds (Tri Bhuma). While the walking Buddha’s disciples around the round
pinnacle (chatra) base is the real Sukhothai invention, the sanctrary enclosed wall s the replica
of that of Wat Mahathat, Chaliang.

From the reason mentioned above, the later part of the study is concentrated on the
significant stupa. A section of platform was excavated toward the terrace, which exposed the
original construction without plaster underneath. This indicates the correction of the terrace at
the same construction period, not the fromer stupa.

Finally the significant stupa area was excavated in order (o date the stupa, and the result-
is satisfactory. The evidences indicate that there ware traces of three habitation periods prior to
the stupa construction, and during the last habitation period the ground has been leveled by
digging out the excess dirt and has been reinforced with packed rocks and laterite. Two
approaches namely; relative dating, which is the comparison of the archaeological level and the
study of pot sherds; and the absolute dating which can be obtained from C14 dating on bones
and charcoal were used.

‘To summarize, the date of construction should be later than 1297 A.D. or at least 12
years after the date of the Ramkhamhaeng’s stone inscription which recited about King
Ramkamhaeng’s stupa at central Sisatchanalai

Regarding the historic events, which concerned the flourish of Buddhism in the region
and, the Art and architectural characteristics which appears on this stups; new hypothesis is
that *“Wat Chang Lom was constructed not in the period of King Ramkhamhaeng but the later
period of King Dhamma Raja Lithai?’
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. A.B. GRISWOLD, TOWARDS A HISTORY OF SUKHODAYA ART, THE NATIONAL

MUSEUM; BANGKOK 1967.

- C. SWARAMANURI, INDIAN SCULPTURE, NEW DEUHI; INDIAN CONCIL OF

CUTHAL RELATION 1961.

. GEORGE COEDES, ANGKOR; OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS; 1963.
. H.G. QUARITCH WALES; DAVARAVADI LONDON 1869.
. LAWRENCE PALMER BRIGGS, THE ANCIENT KHMER EMPIRE; PHELADEPPHIA,

THE AMERICAN PHELOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 1951,

. LOUIS FREDERIC, INDIAN TEMPLE AND CULTURES; THAMES AND HUDSON,

TEXT PRINTED IN HOLLAND, 1959.

- MADELUME GITEAU, “THE WALL CITY” THE CIVILAZATION OF ANGKOR

SWITZERLAND; REXXOLI NEW YORK, 1976.

. R.L. PENDLETON, LATERITE ANDITS STRUCTURES USE IN THAILAND AND

COMBODIA; GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW V 31, 1941.

. R.L. HON MALCOLM MACDONALD, ANGKOR GREAT BRITAIN, LONDON;

RICHARD. CITY & COMPANY LTD.

. PIRIYA KRAIREKSH, D.R. THE SACRED IMAGE SCULPTURE FROM THAILAND.

EXHIBITION ORGANIZED BY THE MUSUEM FOR FAR ASIAN ART OF THE CITY
OF COLOGUE IN COLLABORATION WITH THE DEPARMENT OF FINE ARTS
AND THE NATIONAL MUSEUM BANGKOK 1979-1980.

. SNEAD STEWA, RUINS IN JUNGLES LONDON; HAWISH HAMITON; 1962.
a1,

W.H. SIRISENA, ARCHITECTURAL CROSS - CURRENTS SRI LANKA AND
SOUTH EAST ASIA NETHERLAND; LEIDEN E.J. BRIU 1978.
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