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Abstract

On the auspicious occasion of the fifth Cycle (60") Birthday Anniversary of His
Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn on 28 July 2012), Thai people will have
an opportunity to extend their loyalty and gratitude to his grace. As the third Crown
Prince in Thailand’s history, he has been performing multifarious royal duties for the great

benefits of his people and homeland.

Being grateful to his divine grace, the Office of Literature and History under the
Fine Arts Department, Ministry of Culture - the organization which studies, preserves and
promotes the works in the field of history, literature and culture of the Nation - decides
to publish a commemoration book of “Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon Sathan Mongkhon
of Rattanakosin” to archive and publicize the story about the position of Krom Phra
Ratchawang Bowon Sathan Mongkhon or Wang Na (Front Palace). The book will help
promote acknowledgement and significance of the position and can be a history reference

which will be very beneficial for students, academics and the interested public.

Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon Sathan Mongkhon, also known as Wang Na, is an
heir-presumptive monarchical position equivalent to a viceroy and considered second
only to the King in rank, yet, with equal power to govern a capital city. Certain evidences
show that the position existed from Ayutthaya period until early Rattanakosin period and

there were 6 persons entitled in the Kingdom of Thailand.

1. Somdet Phra Bowon Rat Chao Maha Surasinghanat, Viceroy Maha Surasinghanat,
younger brother of King Rama |, held this position in the reign of King Rama |.

2. Somdet Phra Chao Lukya Thoe Chaofa Krom Luang ltsarasunthon, son of King
Rama |, held this position in the reign of King Rama | after Somdet Phra Bowon Rat Chao
Maha Surasinghanat’s death.

3. Somdet Phra Bowon Rat Chao Maha Senanurak, Viceroy Maha Senanurak,

younger brother of King Rama II, held this position in the reign of King Rama Il.



(«) .

4. Somdet Phra Bowon Rat Chao Maha Sakdipolsep, Viceroy Maha Sakdipolsep,

uncle of King Rama lll, held this position in the reign of King Rama |II.

5. Phrabat Somdet Phra Pinklao Chaoyuhua, Deputy or Second King Pinklao,
younger brother of King Rama IV, was appointed to be the second King in the reign of
King Rama IV.

6. Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon Wichaichan, Viceroy Wichaichan, son of King

Rama I, held this position in the reign of King Rama V.

“Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon Sathan Mongkhon of Rattanakosin” is a scholarly
publication compiled with various valuable historical documents, for instance, “Tamnan
Wang Na” (legend of Wang Na) by Prince Damrong Rajanubhap, “Thetsana Bowon Ratcha
Prawat” (edification of Royal history) by Somdet Phra Wannarat (Tab) of Somanas Vihara
Temple, “Phra Bowon Ratcha Prawat” (history of Phra Ratcha Bowon), appellations of the
princes and princesses, as well as all members of Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon Sathan
Mongkhon’s royal family.

Once Viceroy Wichaichan passed away in 1885 (B.E. 2428), King Rama V (or King
Chulalongkorn) abolished this position on 4 September, and instead appointed his eldest
son who was born from the Queen as “Somdet Phra Boroma Orasadhiraj Sayam Makutra-
jakuman” (Crown Prince of Siam) in the following year. There have been 3 appointed
crown princes in the Kingdom of Thailand; Somdet Phra Boroma Orasadhiraj Chaofa Maha
Vajirunhis Sayam Makutrajakuman (A.D. 1878 - 1894 or B.E. 2421 - 2437), Somdet Phra
Boroma Orasadhiraj Chaofa Maha Vajiravudh Sayam Makutrajakuman (later King Rama VI)
(A.D. 1880 - 1925 or B.E. 2423 - 2468); and Somdet Phra Boroma Orasadhiraj Chaofa Maha
Vajiralongkorn Sayam Makutrajakuman (A.D. 1952 or B.E. 2495 - present).

In the making of this book, the Office of Literature and History under the Fine
Arts Department, has studied and revised historical documents, composed academic
articles, inserted content footnotes, including pictures and history-related information in
the Appendix for the readers to better understand the content.

The value and significance of “Krom Phra Ratchawang Bowon Sathan Mongkhon
of Rattanakosin” is the result of the scholars’ contributions in the past. All the efforts and
hard work reflected in their researches bring about an invaluable benefit to the studies
of the posterity.
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His Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanubhap,

the father of Thai history (1862 - 1943)
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H.R.H. Prince Phanu Rangsi

H.R.H. Crowr

Sawangwong was holding
1 Prince Maha Vajirunhis

in the royval ceremony of title

appointment HM. King Chulalongkorn
WIEUMFUATNTEYaTalINa UV 79Y and H.R.H. Crown Prince
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H.M. King Chulalongkorn, with H.R.H. Crown Prince Maha Vajirunhis
in his arms, was walking down the stairs during the roya
ceremony of title appointment

Maha Vajirunhis
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