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_' PREFACE

In 1975 , the Fine Arts Department prepared a plan
for the preservation and development of national historic
monuments, for the benefit of tourists and local communities
alike. This was in accordance with international principles of
cultural management, with advice, funding and expertise from
UNESCO. In 1976 the Fine Arts Department selected
Sukhothai as the first project under this initiative.

Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet were later added
to this list,in order to enlarge on the historic development of
the Kingdom of Sukhothai, since they were important
centres of this state. These were designated as World Heritage
Site Number 574 in 12 December 1991,

The Fine Arts Department trusts that this guidebook
will be informative on the archaeological research and

“history of the Sukhothai kingdom. It is hoped that the reader

.;.i' will appreciate the history of the Thai people from the
establishment of Sukhothai to the foundation of Ayutthaya,

and thatvisitors will enjoy their visits to these great sites.

192 ] - (Dr.Sirichaicharn Fachamroon)
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\ m m The Fine Arts Department
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Sukhothai

Gm'de to Sukbothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks

Flourishing between the 14" and the 16" century A.D., the Kingdom of
Sukhothai spread across the Moei, lower Yom, Ping, Nan and upper Pa Sak river
valleys. The area lay between two great kingdoms Pagan in the west and Khmer in
the east.

Prior to the establishment of Sukhothai around the middle of the 13"
century, people had already settled in those areas. Stone implements found on
Khao Khen and Khao Ka hills in Sri Nakhon District of Sukhothai Province, as
well as human remains
and stone implements at
Ban Bung Ya in Khirimat
District of Sukhothai
Province, are evidence of
prehistoric settlements,
related to those in Laos
Cambodia, and Vietnam.

Those early
settlements later developed
into  states. From
the 7™ century, the

inhabitants had relations with people in the central and northeastern areas which
were under the influence of Dvaravati culture. Archaeological evidence of
Dvaravati style beads, bronze as well as implements, silver coins stamped with
images of the sun, carved clay objects, human skeletons, were found at Wat
Chom Chun in the old town of Si Satchanalai.

An ancient Khmer style monument, commonly known as Prang Pu Cha,
on a small hill in Ban Na Choeng, Khirimat District, indicates the influence of the
Khmer culture in this area. Itis difficult to specify the age of this ancient monument,
however since most important features are in ruins. Based on the assumption that
Khmer civilization extended through the town of Si Thep, the region which later
became the Sukhothai Kingdom had possibly had contact with the Khmer Kingdom
since the 12" century.

The continuous spread of Khmer culture from the 12 to the 13" century is
evidenced by ancient monuments such as Ta Pha Daeng shrine in Sukhothai Province.
Contemporary with Bayon style of the 12" century, the shrine indicates the first
development of a town in the Khao Pra Thak valley under Khmer influence.



Sukhothai Histovical Park

Around the 13" century, a great change occurred in the Khmer Kingdom
when King Jayavarman VII adopted Mahayana Buddhism as the
main religion of the Kingdom. In Khmer sanctuaries, Buddha images were
enshrined in place of images of Hindu gods and decorative art centered on the
theme of the life story of the Buddha. Evidence of Khmer sanctuaries under
Mahayana influence has been found at Prang Sam Yot, the prang of Wat Mahathat
in Lop Buri Province, and a prang of Wat Phra Phai Luang in Sukhothai.

Around the middle of the 13" century, those communities having cultural
relations with the Khmer liberated themselves and established the Kingdom of
Sukhothai.

Sukhothai Ancient City

Stone Inscription No. 2 found at Wat Si Chum in the northwest of
Sukhothai deals with the history of the early period of Sukhothai. After the death
of Pho Khun Si Nao Nam Thom, the first ruler of Sukhothai, a Khmer warrior
named Sabat Khlon Lamphong besieged the town. Pho Khun Pha Muang, a ruler
of Muang Rat and a son of Pho Khun Si Nao Nam Thom, joined forces with Pho
Khun Bang Klang Hao, his comrade, to drive away the enemy. Pho Khun Pha
Muang then gave his comrade the Sword of Victory and the title of Sri
Indrapatindraditya, and consecrated him as Pho Khun Si Indraditya, a ruler of
Sukhothai and the founder of the Sukhothai Dynasty.

Alter the death of Pho Khun Si Indraditya, Pho Khun Ban Muang, his eldest
son, succeeded to the throne. It is still uncertain whether the centre of the town
during the early period was located within the compound of Wat Phra Phai Luang,
enclosed with moats and ramparts, or was moved to a new location with Wat
Mahathat as its centre. However, according to Stone Inscription No. 1, it is evident
that in the reign of Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng, a younger brother of Pho Khun
Ban Muang, Wat Mahathat became the centre of Sukhothai. Pho Khun
Ramkhamhaeng was a great warrior who, at the age of 19, defeated Khun Sam
Chon of Muang Chot. During his reign, the Kingdom of Sukhothai stretched as
far as Luang Phra Bang in the northeast, the Malaya Peninsula in the south and
Martaban in the west. Historians believe that the vast Kingdom of Sukhothai had
friendly ties with its neighbours.
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Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng adopted Theravada Buddhism, at that time

widespread in Nakhon Si Thammarat. Introducing a new religious faith to his

people, Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng initiated the preaching of Buddhism to the
populace on the Buddhist sabbath.

According to the Stone Inscription, Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng acted as both
temporal and spiritual leader of the Kingdom. With respect to state affairs, he was
a great warrior who did everything for the happiness and welfare of his subjects.
Sukhothai was a peaceful country. The people had freedom in trading. It is said
that the ruler did not require his people to pay tax, and they could trade in anything
they wanted. The ruler was also the upholder of the Buddhist faith. A shrine to
Lord Buddha’s Relics was constructed during his reign in the heart of a town
named Si Satchanalai, closely associated with Sukhothai. By his command, temples
and Buddha images were also constructed in Sukhothai. At the end of Buddhist
Lent, Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng rode on an elephant to make merit offerings
(Kathin) to monks at Wat Saphan Hin in the forest. He was a model king and set an
excellent example for his successors. Under his reign, the Kingdom was peaceful
and people were happy. Moreover, Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng created the first
Thai alphabets.

After the death of Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng, the Kingdom of Sukhothai
was not as powerful as it used to be. A number
of principalities under its control declared their
independence. In 1347. Phra Maha Dharmaraja
Li Thai, Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng’s grandson
who had ruled over Si Satchanalai, fought
against the rebel forces. He overcame his
rivals and finally restored unity in the Kingdom
of Sukhothai.

In the reign of Phra Maha Dharmaraja
LiThai, Sukhothai was a prosperous kingdom.
The King fostered Buddhism. He invited to his
Kingdom Venerable Phra Maha Sami from
Nakhon Phan, a southern Burmese town where
Buddhism from Sri Lanka was practiced.
Deeply devout, the King entered the monkhood
The hnz.e Buddha image. at Wat Pa Mamuang in western Sukhothai.
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He also wrote Tebhumikatha, or Trai Phum Phra Ruang, in order to teach morality
and Buddhism.

Not only Buddhism but also art flourished during the reign of Phra Maha
Dharmarija Li Thai. Through deep devotion to Buddhism and highly skilled
craftsmanship, art and architecture in Sukhothai were beautiful and unique. Characterized
by a graceful Buddha image in walking posture and a famous lotus-shaped stupa,
the reign of Phra Maha Dharmardja Li Thai can be regarded as the golden age of
art and architecture.

Pha Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai was a devout king who tried to make the
best use of Buddhism for the stability and security of his Kingdom. The Buddha’s
Relics were temporarily installed in various towns in the Kingdom in order to
previde opportunities for his subjects and people in other dominions, especially
those of the Lanna and Ayutthaya Kingdoms, to worship the sacred relics. The
construction of lotus-shaped stupas, regarded as a symbol of political and
religious ties, was prevalent during his reign in places such as Wat Phra Baromma
That Nakhon Chum in Kamphaeng Phet, Wat Suan Dok in Chiang Mai, Wat Chedi Yod
Thong in Phitsanulok, etc. (At present, there is no trace of these ancient
monuments at Wat Phra Baromma That Nakhon Chum and Wat Suan Dok.)

The End of the Kingdom of Sukhothai

After the middle of the 14" century, the establishment of two kingdoms,
Lanna in the north with Chiang Mai as its centre and Ayutthaya in the south, put
the Kingdom of Sukhothai in a
difficult situation. Lanna was in a
position to occupy Tak, which
once was a dependency of
Sukhothai, while Ayutthaya could
possibly control the Chao Phraya
basin.

Somdet PhraRamathibodi
I (King U-Thong) of Ayutthaya §
besieged  Song Khawae &
(Phitsanulok) and captured of the town. Phra Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai had to pay
tribute for Song Khawae, and subsequently moved there, leaving his younger
sister 1o reign over Sukhothai. This incident clearly indicates that the Sukhothai
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kings began to lose their authority over the whole Kingdom.

When Somdet Phra Ramathibodi I of Ayutthaya died in 1368. Phra Maha
Dharmarija Li Thai tried to restore Sukhothai to its earlier status as centre of the
Kingdom. With his royal vassal allies, Phra Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai returned to
Sukhothai. However, he could not consolidate his political rule and died around
1370-1371. In the meantime, Somdet Phra Borommarachathirat I (Pho Ngua) reigned
over Ayutthaya and sent his armed forces to seize Sukhothai and other towns in
the Sukhothai Kingdom.

Thereafter the Suphannaphum dynasty in Ayutthaya and Suphan Buri
made every effort to gradually dominate the Kingdom of Sukhothai by means of
intermarriage between the two dynasties, peaceful penetration into the aristocratic
system, and supply of man power to Sukhothai royalty who were related to the
royal family of Suphannaphum.

By 1438 at the latest, the entire Kingdom of Sukhothai was apparently
annexed to Ayutthaya and was called the northern region by the Ayutthaya people;
in that year Somdet Phra Borommarachathirat I1 (King Sam Phraya) sent his son,
Phra Ramesuan, born to a Sukhothai princess, to rule over the northern region at
Phitsanulok as Maha Uparat (Viceroy) of a dependency of the Ayutthaya
Kingdom.

Ancient Monuments within the City Wall of Sukhothai
Wat Mahathat

Situated in the heart of
town, Wat Mahathat was built in
accordance with the ancient Indian
concept of the mandala. This
significant temple comprises the main
chedi (stupa), a vihara (assembly
hall), mandapa, an ordination hall
(uposatha) and 200 subordinate
chedis.
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Surrounded by 8 chedis, the centre one has the graceful shape of a lotus
bud, which characterizes the art of Sukhothai. 8 chedis form the 4 sides of the
main stupa. The four at the corners belong to the Hariphunchai remove spaces
Lanna style, and the four in between have prasat-shaped bodies topped with
spires in the Sukhothai style. They are decorated with stucco reliefs in the style of
Sri Lankan art. The main chedi was probably originally constructed in Sri Lankan
style before being rebuilt in the lotus bud shape.

The base of the main chedi is decorated with stucco reliefs of Buddhist
disciples walking with their hands clapped together in salutation.

Stone Inscription No. | says “.... At
the centre of Sukhothai are a vihara,
a golden Buddha image, Phra Attharot
Buddha images, large Buddha images,
medium Buddha images ...."

The golden Buddha image referred
to in the inscription is understood to be a
bronze Buddha image in the posture of
subduing Mara enshrined in the royal vihara
of Wat Mahathat by the command of Phra
Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai in 1362. In the
reign of King Rama [ of the Rattanakosin
] #  Period, this Buddha image was removed
Wat Mahathat : by raft to Wat Suthat Thepwararam in

Bangkok. The Buddha image was later
named Phra Si Sakkayamuni by King Rama II. At present, the large pedestal of
this Buddha image still remains in the royal vihara of Wat Mahathat.

The Buddha images called Phra Attharot refer to standing Buddha images,
12 metres in height, enshrined in the mandapa on both sides of the principle
chedi.

Next to the royal vihara to the east stands a tall vihara, its 1.5 meter base
decorated with lotus moulding. This vihar
and the small space between the front of the vihara and the wall enclosing it is

a was built later in the Ayutthaya style,

out of proportion to the height of the building. This is why it was called the tall
vihara.
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Within the compound of Wat Mahathat is a group of stupas situated south
of the main chedi. At the centre stands one with five spires, second only to the
main chedi in size. According to the inscription on golden plate, it is indicated that

the relics of Phra Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai were enshrined in this stupa.

Noen Prasat

To the east, adjacent to Wat Mahathat, stands an ancient monument known
as Noen Prasat. According 1o a theory of King Rama VI, Noen Prasat is the
remains of the base of the palace of the Sukhothai kings. This ancient monument
was excavated by the Fine Arts Department in 1983. The elevated base of the
rectangular building is 27.50m x 51.50m, adorned with overturned and upturned
lotus moulding. It has front and back stairs.

However, evidence from the excavation is not.sufficient to confirm this
supposition . An old map from the reign ol King Rama V indicates that this ancient
monument within the compound of Wat Mahathat is likely a religious building
rather than a palace. It is believed that the palace of the Sukhothai kings was made
of wood and situated to the north of Ta Pha Daeng shrine and to the west of Wat
Sorasak. A wooden palace of the 14th century was mentioned in the stone inscription
of Wat Sorasak as a residence of Sukhothai royalty, with a layout similar to the
Khmer palace in Angkor Thom.

Wat Si Sawai

Wat Si Sawai is situated 350 metres south of Wat Mahathat. Its three prangs
(imitating Hindu Shikhara Vimanas) are regarded as ancient monuments of considerable
significance. Demarcated by a wall, the three prangs were built in Lop Buri style.
Their slender forms on low bases are
decorated with stucco, with some
designs similar to those on Chinese
wares of the Yuan dynasty.

A carved lintel depicting
the god Vishnu reclining on the Naga
seat, fragments of Hindu images, and
linga all indicate that this temple was
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originally a Hindu sanctuary. It was later transformed into a Buddhist temple with

some expansion of the front part in the form of a vihira.

Wat Tra Phang Ngoen

Located 300 metres west of Wal Mahathat, this ancient temple,

without a boundary wall, is composed of the main chedi, a vihdra and an uposatha

SV . 4
The walking Buddha image
at Wat Tra Phang Ngoen

Wat Sa Si

(ordination hall) in the middle of a reservoir.

The main chedi was built in the shape of a lotus
bud with four niches to enshrine standing and walking
Buddha images. These recesses are a striking feature
which makes the chedi of Wat Tra Phang Ngoen
different from other lotus bud - shaped chedis.

East of the main chedi. an ordination hall was
constructed on an island in the middle of the reservoir
named Tra Phang Ngoen. The construction of this
ordination hall is in accordance with the concept known
as Udaka Sima or Nadi Sima which means the enclosure

of the precinets of an ordination hall with water.

Northwest of Wat Mahathat, this beautiful ancient monument is in the

middle of a large reservoir known as Tra Phang Tra Kuan. Its important buildings

include a bell-shaped chedi, a vihara and an ordination hall middle of the reservoir.

Prior to 1978 a road named Charot Withi Thong ran through the temple. Fully

conscious of the exclusive damage

and environmental problems, the
Fine Arts Department demolished
it and built a new one along the

IESErvoir.

The round stupa serves
as historical evidence of the
prevalence of Sinhalese Buddhism
in Sukhothai. This circular stupa is
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ometimes known as a chedi in the Sri Lankan bell - shaped. The ordination hall in
the middle of the reservoir points to a Buddhist concept of demarcating an area
where monks perform religious functions by enclosing the holy precincts with
water as a symbol of purity.

The City Pillar Shrine

Adjacent to the northern moat of Wat Mahathat, this small wooden building
was constructed on an elevated square base with a tiled roof.

There is no mention of a city pillar in any of the stone inscriptions.
Moreover, the concept of a city pillar during the Sukhothai period has never
become evident. However, this ancient monument has long been known among
Sukhothai people as San Klang Muang, or “the shrine in the heart of the city”. In
the reign of King Rama VI of the Rattanakosin period, the ancient site was excavated
by Phraya Wichian Prakan, and two laterite pillars at each of the four corners
were found with a pit in the centre presumably for burying a boundary stone
called Luk Nimit. A slab of stone was also found in this pit, with some blurred
engraving assumed by King Rama VI to be a horoscope diagram of the city.
This assumption led people to believe that this place was actually the city pillar
shrine of Sukhothai.

Wat Chana Songkhram

North of Wat Mahathat and near the city  pillar shrine, Wat Chana
Songkhram was formerly
known as Wat  Ratcha burana.
The main bell shaped chedi is
of vast size and very imposing,
the east are a vihdra, an
ordination hall and subordinate
chedis surrounding the main
structure. Topped by a structure
of receding storeys
(Vimanas), the subordinate
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chedi on the eastern flank of the main chedi is worth mentioning because of this
structure, similar to Wat Chedi Chet Thaeo in Si Satchanalai. Presumably, this
distinctive chedi was built later.

Wat Tra Phang Thong

Located to the east of the Ramkhamhaeng National Museum, this ancient
monument was constructed on an island in the middle of the reservoir named Tra
Phang Thong. Surrounded by 8 subordinate chedis, the main bell-shaped structure
was built on a laterite base with the upper part made of brick. The ordination
hall is in rather good condition because it was rebuilt about 90 years ago on the old
foundation by Phraya Ronachaichanyut (Khrut), a Sukhothai governor, who was
ordained here as a novice.

A stone sculpture of a Buddha footprint removed from Phra Bat Yai hill is
considered a valuable asset to this temple. The stone footprint was made in 1359
in the reign of Phra Maha Dharmardja Li Thai of the Sukhothai period.

Wat Tra Kuan

This temple has been known as Wat Tra Kuan since 1907, Its name was
mentioned in the stone inscription of Wat Sorasak around the early of the 15™
century A.D. It is said that Venerable Mahithera Dharmatrailok from Dao Khon
came north to see his nephew, a ruler of Sukhothai, and resided at Wat Tra Kuan
during his visit.

Based on a theory of King Rama VI of the Rattanakosin period, Tra Kuan
is a Khmer word, which means a vegetable known in Thailand as Phak Bung, or
morning glory in English.

Important buildings in this temple include a bell-shaped chedi and an
ordination hall. Buddha images of the early Sukhothai period in Wat Tra Kuan style
were also found here.
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Ta Pha Daeng Shrine
Adjacent to Tra Kuan reservoir on the south and the city gate on the north,
this ancient monument was seen on a map in the reign of King Rama V of the

Rattanakosin period and was known as Theparak Yai Shrine and Ta Pha Daeng

Shrine.

This laterite shrine was built in the
Khmer style on a base with lotus moulding.
Projecting chambers were on the east and
west sides, with the eastern room was longer
than the western.

During the exca-
vation of Ta Pha Daeng
Shrine by the Fine
Arts Department,
fragments of god
and goddess images adorned with beautiful ornaments were discovered. Based on
comparative studies, these finds may be connected to the carly Bayon style during
the reign of Jayavarman VII(1181-1220 A.D.). These valuable objects are cunrently
exhibited in the Ramkhamhaeng National Museun.

This ancient monument serves as evidence for the embrace of Khmer

culture and Hinduism in this area around the late 12 century.

Wat Sorasak

The temple is inside the northern wall of Sukhothai and close to Ta Pha
Daeng Shrine, which is southwest of this ancient monument. According to the
stone inscription of Wat Sorasak, Nai Inthara Sorasak was granted a piece of land
by Okya Dharmardja, a Sukhothai governor, where he built a temple dedicated to
the governor. After construction was completed, Venerable Mahathen
Thammatrailok from Dao Khon, an uncle of the Sukhothai governor, was invited

to reside at this temple.
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In 1416 Somdet Phra Boromma Rachathirat I (Chao Sam Phraya),
came as a young boy with his mother and aunt to Sukhothai for a religious ceremony.
His aunt stayed at the palace in the west, close to Wat Sorasak. This story, mentioned
in the stone inscription of Wat Sorasak. indicates that the palace of the Sukhothai
royalty was located to the west of Wat Sorasak and to the north of Ta Pha Daeng
Shrine.

The main bell-shaped chedi sits on a base of elephant sculptures. This
style is another reflection of the Sri Lankan influence that was prevalent during
the Sukhothai period. The concept of elephants guarding a chedi is based on a
belief that the elephant, regarded as a beast of burden for the emperor, is a suitable
animal to firmly uphold Buddhism throughout a period of 5000 years.

Wat Son Khao

Inside the northern wall of Sukhothai and close to the gate of the royal
shrine, this ancient temple is well known for its lotus bud-shaped chedi.

There is no mention of the name of this temple in any stone inscriptions.
Wat Son Khao is a name bestowed by local residents. In 1965, excavation and
restoration were undertaken by the Fine Arts Department. Wat Son Khao and Wat
Sorasak might have originally been the same temple.

Ancient Monuments outside the City Wall

Outside the city wall of Sukhothai are 116 ancient monuments in both
level and hilly areas. Traces of historical evidence such as irrigation constructions.
natural resources and industrial sites were also found.

Ancient Monuments
in the North
Wat Phra Phai Luang
Located close to the §
northern gate and outer rampart
of Sukhothai, Wat Phra Phai @&
Luang is a group of ancient
monuments of great significance.
The buildings, constructed in
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different phases, are impressive evidence of the evolution of Sukhothai art and
architecture.

This group of ancient monuments was built in the middle of an area
enclosed within a moat 600 metres long on each side. The oldest ancient monuments
in this temple are 3 buildings constructed in prasat style (imitating Hindu
Shikhara Vimanas). Two monument are still in existence, with only the bases
remaining. The remaining in the north is adormed with stuccoed reliefs depicting
the story of Buddha, like those an the prasat of Wat Mahathat in Lop Buri Province
and at Palilai Prasat in Angkor, the capital of the ancient Khmer Kingdom. These
stuccoed reliefs help confirm the supposition that around the 13th century,
communities in Sukhothai had cultural contact with the Khmers in the reign of
Jayavarman VII and were also associated with Lavo (Lop Buri), a Khmer town of
considerable importance in the central plain.

To the east of the prasats are a vihdra and a pyramidal chedi, its sloping
sides decorated with superimposed receding porches, similar to those of Ku Kut
chedi in Lamphun, for enshrining Buddha images. Buddha images in the Wat Tra
Kuan style enshrined in closed porches were found underneath those of the Sukhothai
style. Such a discovery indicates that new chedis were rebuilt in different periods
to replace the old ones.

At the eastern extremity of this temple, a mandapa was built to enshrine
Buddha images in four postures:, sitting, reclining, standing and walking. This
mandapa probably belongs to the late Sukhothai period.

Wat Si Chum
Outside the city wall at the
northwest corer, this ancient monument

is well known for a large sitting
Buddha image. The Buddhaimage, with
a lap 11.30 metres wide, occupies the
total space of the building. Mentioned
in Stone Inscription No. I, Phra
Achana, the name of this Buddha
image, means one who is not
frightened. It is believed that

Phra Achana was originally
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carved in the attitude of subduing Mara. The
present one in sitting posture was renovated from
1953 to 1956.

The word Si derives from Sali, an indigenous
word which means a bodhi tree. Therefore, the
name Si Chum signifies a bodhi grove. In a book
entitled Phra Ratchaphongsawadan Krung Si
Ayutthaya written in the late Ayutthaya period,
the word Si Chum is mistaken for Rsi Chum and
refers to a place where King Naresuan and his
troops assembled before marching on

Phra Achana Sawankhalok and from which the legend of the

talking Buddha image (Phra Achana) derives.

Stone Inscription No. 2, known as the Wat Si Chum I[nscription, was
found in a recess in the mandapa wall of
this temple. Regarded as historical
evidence of great value, this stone
inscription deals with the founding of the
Sukhothai dynasty. Moreover, drawings
on the ceiling of the mandapa tell stories
of the former incarnations of Lord
Buddha (Jataka), with titles written in the
Sukhothai alphabet for each picture. Some
of these pictures were drawn in the style
of Sri Lankan art.

Sangkhalok Kilns

Sangkhalok refers to earthenware
made in both Si Satchanalai and Sukhothai
during the Sukhothai period. The pottery
was glazed in colours such as pale blue
and brown, with a transparent coating 8 .
over decorative designs. Sangkhalok was exported far and wide to places such as
Ayutthaya, the south of present-day Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia and Japan.
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A group of Sangkhalok kilns was found in north of the city wall,
especially around the ramparts of Wat Phra Phai Luang. There are two types of
Sangkhalok kilns: around updraft kiln with holes at the bottom for ventilating heat
vertically, and a crossdraft Kiln, in a tortoise-shell shape with an outlet for ventilating
heat horizontally.

Most of the Sangkhalok kKilns in
Sukhothai were made of brick, although some
kilns in Si Satchanalai were slab kilns dug into
the ground. From an excavation by the Fine
Arts Department, the brick kilns were found
in hard soil, the lowermost layer of earth in
Sukhothai.

Wat Om Rop

Situated near Wat Si Chum, Wat Om Rop consists of a main lotus bud-shaped
chedi, a vihara made of brick, and 9 subordinate chedis. A moat surrounds the
entire temple complex.

Wat Tao Thu Riang

In an area of the Sangkhalok kilns, this temple is supposed to have been
built after the production of glazed earthenware in this area came to an end. This
ancient temple is composed of a vihara and small chedis. Originally, there were
stucco reliefs of Lord Buddha in the posture of subduing Mara surrounded by
a group of gods. Today these reliefs are in ruins.

Wat Sangkhawat

To the north of the city wall, close to Phra Ruang road, this temple
comprises a vihira enshrining a large Buddha image, an ordination hall and chedis.
The Buddha image is missing its head.

Wat Tra Phang Phak Top
This temple is located between the northern city wall and Mae Lam
Phan stream. There are two ancient reservoirs in front of this ancient monument.
The vihira was built on a base 8.50 m x 12.00 m. Evidence for a pedestal
of a Buddha image enshrined in the vihara was destroyed. There are 11 small
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chedis to the north and south of the vihara. The vihara and
chedis are enclosed by a boundary wall made of brick
with a porch on every side.

Wat Mae Chon
To the east of Wat Phra Phai Luang along Muang
Kao-Nong Ta Chot road, this temple is composed of a
vihdra of five chambers on a base 7.50 m X 11.45 m,
and 3 chedis behind the vihara. Northwest of the temple
is an ancient well lined with slate. The diameter of the
well is about 1 metre.

Wat Rong Khwang Tawan
West of Wat Phra Phai Luang, this small temple
consists of a vihara and 2 brick chedis.

Wat Tao Thu Riang Bon

Located close to a group of Thu Riang kilns and north of Wat Phra Phai
Luang, this temple comprises a vihara 7.50 m x 10.50 m and the main chedi.
Round objects of 7 centimetres in diameter, thought to be hair curls of a Buddha
image, were found from an excavation at this temple,

Wat Makham Pom

Located close to the city wall in the north, this temple consists ol a
vihdra enshrining a standing Buddha image and 3 small chedis. Excavation of this
ancient monument suggests that the mandapa was originally designed to enshrine
Buddha images in four postures. One of the three small chedis in the south, and
the other two in the west. No evidence concerning the form and style of these
chedis has been found.

Wat Nong Prue

Near the city moat in the north and to the southwest of Mae Chon ditch,
this temple consists of a vihara made of brick and laterite on a base 9 m x 11 m.
The roof with its wooden framework was covered with tiles.
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Wat Noen Ron Thong

Next to the city moat in the north, this temple, with its local name,
comprises a vihira 8 m x 14 m and a chedi to the west of the vihara. Very little of
the chedi remains, and there is no clue as to the identity of the chedi. Only small
Buddha images are still present. West of these two ancient monuments is a brick
lined well with a diameter of 1 metre,

Ancient Monuments in the South
Namo Gate

Built in the middle of the southern wall of Sukhothai, the southern gate is
known as Pratu Namo, and has a defensive tower projecting from the wall. Stone
Inscription No.1 reads * Sukhothai has four gates ... and ... enclosed with a wall
of 3400 was (6800 m) long”.

To defend Sukhothai against enemy attack, two outer earthen ramparts
and an inner earthen structure covered with laterite and brick were built, with
three moats in between. The moats also functioned as e channels
to carry away water for flood prevention.

Wat Kon Laeng

Outside the city wall, 600 metres from
Namo gate, this small temple consists of the main
chedi on an elevated base, similar to that of the
lotus bud-shaped chedi, a vihara and subordinate
chedis made of brick.

Wat Ton Chan

200 metres to the south of Wat Kon Laeng, this temple is well known for
its terracotta votive tablets
known as Sane Chan. The large
bell-shaped chedi is made of
brick with porches on four sides
enshrining Buddha images. East
of the chedi is a brick vihara with
laterite columns to support the
tiled roof.
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Wat Chetuphon
To the right of Wat Ton
Chan, this temple is famous for its

Wat Chetuphon

four Buddha images ol vast size in
four different postures (sitting,
reclining, standing and walking). Their
sheer size is very impressive and can
¥ be seen from afar. Enshrined in a
: mandapa with porches on four sides,
“% these huge Buddha images also
served (o support the mandapa roof, a functional feature developed from Burmese
architecture in Pagan. To the west of this mandapa is another small mandapa with
20 indented corners. Traces of a Buddha image in the posture of subduing Mara
were found in the small mandapa. The exterior wall of the small mandapa features
black floral designs like those on Chinese wares.

Another striking feature of Wat Chetuphon is the boundary wall enclosing
the mandapa with four porches. Made of large slabs of slate thick the wall has a
frame and balustrade, imitating woodwork.

To the west of the mandapas is a courtyard, where a tree known as Phra
Si Maha Pho was planted. A brick wall I metre high enclosed this courtyard.

There is no evidence as to when this temple was constructed. It is
believed that the temple was not yet built during the reign of Pho Khun
Ramkhamhaeng. According to the stone inscription of Wat Sorasak, around the
carly of the 15" century, Venerable Phra Maha Thera Dharmatrailok, an uncle of
4 Sukhothai ruler named Phra Maha Dharmardja, met with monks from Wat
Chetuphon to discuss the construction of Chang Rop Chedi and other religious
buildings. As the name Wat Chetuphon was mentioned in the stone inscription
together with a description of the architectural style, it is probable that Wat
Chetuphon was an important and flourishing temple during the late Sukhothai
period.

A slone inscription was found at Wat Chetuphon. According to this
inscription, Chao Thammarangsi, entering the monkhood for 22 years, made a
Buddha image in 1514 because out of his strong faith in Buddhism.

wiogyng
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Wat Chedi Si Hong
100 metres to the east of Wat Chetuphon, this temple consists of a vihara,
the main chedi and subordinate chedis. Stucco reliefs around the base of the main
chedi depict men and women
in different attire with
ornaments. Their hands hold
vessels with flora, symbolizing
fertility and prosperity.
Decorative stucco also includes
elephant and lion (simha)
images. The human images
already mentioned may refer
to  Manusayanaga, who
according to beliefs in Sri Lanka,
is a divine being in the

underground world.

The main bell-shaped chedi was repaired several times. At present, the
upper part of chedi is in ruins; only the superimposed mouldings which fell still
remain on the base.

Wat Si Phichit Kirati Kanlayaram

200 metres to the east of Wal Chedi Si Hong, this temple, with its formal
name, Wat Si Pichit Kirati Kanlayaram. as mentioned in a stone inscription, was
formerly called Wat Ta Then Khung Nang by locals. The temple was built in 1403
by Phra Ratchachonnani Si Thammaratchamada Mahadilok Ratanaratnatkanlong,
the queen consort of Phra Maha Dharmarija Li Thai and the mother of Phra Maha
Dharmaraja, a ruler of Sukhothai. She invited a monk of high rank from Kamphaeng
Phet to help supervise the construction of the temple.

Unlike other chedis in the Sukhothai period, its main bell-shaped chedi
was built on a highly elevated base consisting of 4 levels : the first three levels
have plain rectangular shapes and the top one has decorative indented corners.
A crescent-shaped floor on which animal designs were carved in the Sri Lankan

style was found to the cast of the chedi.
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Wat Wihan Thong

Located close to Khlong Yang canal and 1.5 kilometres southeast of Namo
gate, this temple is believed to be the one mentioned in the stone inscription of Wat
Asokaram as Wat Thaksinaram. According to this inscription. this temple was
built by Phra Maha Thepi Si Chulalak, who dedicated it to Venerable Phra Maha
Wan Ratana Thera.

Its main lotus bud chedi is now in ruins.

Wat Asokaram

Outside the city wall and southeast of Namo gate, this temple was called
Wat Salat Dai by locals.

According to the stone inscription found at this temple, Phra Maha Thepi
Si Chulalak, a consort of Phra Maha Dharmaraja Dhirija, a son of Phra Maha
Dharmardja Li Thai, built Wat Asokaram in 1399 on the same occasion as the
construction of Wat Thaksinaram. After its completion. she invited the monk
Soraphangkhathera to be the abbot.

The stone inscription of Wat Asokaram also reveals that this temple,
enclosed by a moat, comprises a lotus-bud shaped chedi, presently in ruins, a
vihara, a mandapa and subordinate chedis.

Wat Phrong Men

At the corner of the city wall in the southeast and east of Wat Wihan
Thong, this temple is well known for its circular bell-shaped chedi on an octagonal
base. The octagonal base is composed of 4 levels, the first three levels with plain
shapes and the last one elaborately decorated with mouldings. At present, the
upper part is in ruins.

Wat Mum Lanka

Near the city wall in the southeast on the eastern side of Phra Ruang
road, this temple might be the Wat Lankaram mentioned in the stone  inscription
found at Wat Asokaram. The temple consists of the main chedi which probably
had a circular bell shape (judging from the remaining base of vast size) a vihira, an
ordination hall and subordinate chedis. Remarkably, the position of the ordination
hall to the west of the main chedi is in accordance with the layout of a temple in
the Avutthaya period.

ERgiodans
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Ancient Monuments in the East
To the east of Sukhothai, an ancient road passes in front of Wat Mum
Langka and connects Kamphaeng Phet and Sukhothai. This route was once travelled
by the Patriarch, Somdet Phra Maha Sami Sangharaja, who was invited by Phra
Maha Dharmarija Li Thai to visit Sukhothai. The Patriarch departed from Nakhon
Phan, a town in Southern Burma, to Sukhothai, and entered the town through the
eastern gate known as Pratu Kamphaeng Hak.

To the north of Pratu Kamphaeng Hak between two outer ramparts, Mae
Lam Phan stream carries water to the Yom river at Tambon Thani opposite the
inner town areas of Sukhothai. Northeast of the canal is a large area of land low,
assumed to be the royal lake or a large reservoir as mentioned in Stone Inscription
No.l.

The following ancient monuments still remain in the eastern part ol
Sukhothai and are of historical significance and value:

Wat Chang Lom

100 metres off Charot Withi Thong road
and north of Mae Lam Phan canal, this temple is
a large group of ancient monuments on a vast
area of land (100 m x 157m), enclosed by a ditch,
The temple consists of the main bell-shaped chedi
with 32 elephant statues around its base, a vihira
enshrining a Buddha image which is now in
ruins, an ordination hall surrounded by water in
accordance with the concept of Udaka Sima,
subordinate chedis, and a boundary wall enclosing
the whole temple.

A stone inscription found at this temple
reveals the story of a nobleman known as Phanom Sai Dam, husband of a wet
nurse named Thet. He was very loyal to Phra Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai and, to
follow in the king’s footsteps, entered the monkhood. When his king who passed
away in 1390, he gave a piece of land to build a vihara and scripture hall, made a
Buddha image, and planted a Phra Si Maha Pho (Bodhi) tree. He also made a stone
Buddha image in dedication to the dead consort of Phra MahaDharmaraja Li Thai.
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Wat Tra Phang Thong Lang

Situated on Charot Withi Thong road, this middle-sized temple is still
functioning and has a porch-like entrance decorated with glass.

Ancient monuments in this temple include a mandapa, a vihira, subordinate
chedis enclosed by a ditch and an ordination hall. Without a main chedi, the
mandapa functioned as the principle chedi of the temple -a typical characteristic
of a temple in the Sukhothai period.

The square mandapa made of brick enshrined a Buddha image of vast size,
occupying the entire mandapa. The Buddha image is now in ruins. A porch on the
eastern wall of the mandapa has stucco reliefs depicting the story of Lord Buddha
on the three other walls. The stuccoed reliefs are currently in bad condition.
However, there are old photographs of these carvings depicting the following:-

Reliefs on the northern wall depict Lord Buddha torturing an elephant
named Nalakhiri. The stuccoed carving depicts Lord Buddha standing by Phra
Anon (Ananda), his disciple. At his [eet is an elephant going down on its knees as
a sign of defeat.

Reliefs on the southern wall illustrate Lord Buddha descending from heaven
after preaching to his mother. The carving depicts Lord Buddha in walking posture,
followed by Indra, Brahma and other gods, each coming to bid farewell to the
departing Buddha. A reproduction is on display at the Ramkhamhaeng
National Museum.

Reliefs on the western wall depict Lord Buddha preaching to the
Shikyavamsa clan in
Kabinlapat. The carving
depicts Lord Buddha
performing a miracle by
surrounding himself ,with

‘Wat Tra Phang Thong Lang

flames,with the Shakyavamsa
clan outside.

These  stuccoed
reliefs are regarded as
masterpieces  from the
golden age of Sukhothai art,
around the 15" century.
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" Wat Chedi Sung

East of Wat Tra Phang Thong Lang, this temple is well known for the main
chedi which sits on a very high base. This circular bell-shaped chedi can be seen
from Wat Tra Phang Thong Lang. The highly elevated base 14 m x 14 m with
20-redented corners is unique, and has not been found elsewhere. It is similar to
a mandapa with solid walls on all sides.

This chedi is believed to here been constructed during the late Sukhothai
period. Judging from the high base and other components, this ancient monument
might have developed from the chedi of Wat Sa Si and the leaning stupa in Si
Satchanalai.

Ancient monuments in the West

An area west of the city wall known as Aranyika (or Aran yavisi) was
named after a sect of monks who lived in the forest and concentrated on insight
meditation for attaining nirvana. The tour-dwelling monks were knows as Gamavasi.
Aranyik(a) was mentioned in Stone Inscription No. 1, where it says, * In the west
of Sukhothai, there is an area called Aranyik(a). Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng gives
alms to learned monks who finish reading and studying the Tripitaka ...”

An outbound route passed through the western city gate (Or) and led to
Aranyik(a). This route was considered very i
important because it was used by prominent
people such as Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng
when they ascended Ta Phan Hin hill to pay
homage to a Buddha image there. Phra Maha
Dharmaraja Li Thai was a monk at Wat Pa
Mamuang, and a Patriarch from Sri Lanka
came have to propagate Buddhism in
Sukhothai.

Wat Saphan Hin

Situated on a mound 200 metres
high, this temple is well known for a large
standing Buddha image mentioned in Stone
Inscription No. I, “In the heart of the forest

Aranyik(a), there is a beautiful large vihara,
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a Buddha image called Attharot in standing posture...” Wat Saphan Hin is thought
1o be the temple to which Pho Khun Ramkhamkaeng rode on a white elephant
named Ruchakhiri to worship a Buddha image every Buddhist sabbath. An ascent
of 300 metres from the foot of the mound to the temple was paved with stone and

this is how the temple got its name.

Wat Aranyik

Located 2.3 kilometres to the west of Or gate at the foot of the hill in the
forest Aranyik, this temple includes bases of small buildings, an ordination hall,
a vihira and a rectangular well made of laterite, which had a supply of water year- round.
A walkway paved with stone connected the ordination hall and the vihira.
Each of the small buildings mentioned above housed monks practicing insight

meditation.

Wat Tra Phang Chang Phuak

1.6 kilometres to the west of Or gate, this large ancient monument is
similar to a big vihara. Very little of its style and form remains to be seen. Traces
of brickwork and laterite were found here.

To the south of the ancient mound is a large reservoir 30 m.x 40 m.
A larger one, Tra Phang Chang Phuak is located to the west. This temple and its

stone inseription were mentioned in the book “Thiao Muang Phra Ruang”, written by

Wpogans
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King Rama VI of the Rattanakosin period. A comparative study between the stone
inscription mentioned above and the one (No. 102) from an unknown source on
the Krailat artificial hill in the Suan Sai garden of the Grand Palace was conducted
by Professor Dr. Prasert Na Nagara. The study revealed that their contents are

the same.

Wat Chang Rop

2.4 kilometres to the west of Or gate, this temple has a main bell-shaped
chedi in on a square base decorated with 24 sculptures of elephants, an ordination
hall in front of the main chedi, and five subordinate chedis around the main chedi

and the ordination hall.

Wat Khao Phra Bat Noi

2.7 kilometres to the west of Or
gate, important ancient monuments on
a mound include a chedi with niches to
enshrine Buddha images on four sides, a
vihara enshrining 4 footprints of Buddha
currently exhibited at the Ramkhamhaeng
National Museum, buildings for monks to
practice insight meditation, and a large chedi
base made of laterite. The bell-shaped chedi
has a body covered in thin lines like a fishing
net, the only one in Sukhothai with such a
distinctive feature.

Khao PI

Wat Pa Mamuang

To the west of Sukhothai, this temple was mentioned in several stone
inscriptions of the Sukhothai period. Stone Inscription No. 6 found at this temple
refers to the importance of the temple as the place where Phra Maha Dharmiraja
was ordained as a priest in 1362. The remains of buildings in the temple include
the ordination hall and chedis. The temple is not far away from Thewalai Mahakaset.
where bronze images of Hindu gods such as Vishnu, Siva and Brahma in the
Sukhothai style were found.
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Wat Si Thon

To the west of Sukhothai, this temples significant ancient monuments
include a mandapa and a vihira. Made of brick with thick walls, the square mandapa
formerly enshrined a Buddha image, now in ruins. The thick wall was designed to
support a heavy brick structure forming the top of the building. Topped with this
brick structure, the mandapa enshrining the Buddha image looked more prominent
than the vihara located in front of it. Only a base and columns of the vihara
remain. The vihara with a tiled wooden roof was where people came to worship
the Buddha image enshrined in the mandapa. A separate building for worshippers
was the norm during the lifetime of Lord Buddha. Visiting a temple. Lord Buddha
dwelt in his own place, separate from the vihara where his worshippers
performed religious functions.

Wat Si Thon was where a learned monk with from Sri Lanka a know
ledge of the Tripitaka stayed. This monk is believed to have composed an eulogy
to Phra Maha Dharmardja Li Thai on Stone Inscription No. 4.

Wat Tuk
70 metres to the west of Wat Si Thon, this temple has never been
mentioned in any documents. Only 90-year-old photographs of its stuccoed reliefs
serve as evidence for this ancient monument. The photographs are available at the
National Archives and have been published in some books on Sukhothai.
Decorating the wall of a mandapa, the stuccoed reliefs depict the story of
Lord Buddha descending from heaven.

Thewalai Mahakaset (Devalaya Maha Ksetra)

100 metres to the west of Wat Tuk, this square shrine in the shape of a
mandapa was built of brick. It was mentioned in the stone inscription of Wat Pa
Mamuang. According to the inscription, made by Phra Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai
in 1362 images of Siva and Vishnu were placed in the shrine by Phra Maha Dharmarija
Li Thai in 1349 for Brahmans to worship.
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These images of Siva and Vishnu are believed to correspond to a group of
bronze sculptures of Hindu gods clad and adorned with ornaments. Many of these
sculptures are currently displayed at the National Museum in Bangkok.

Wat Chedi Ngam

Situated on a mound and reached by a path of slate slabs, important
ancient monuments in this temple include the main bell-shaped chedi in the on a
square base with porches to enshrine Buddha images on the four sides of the
lower base, a vihara base made of laterite and paved with stone, brick and
stone  buildings for monks to practice insight meditation, and a pond dug in
laterite.

Wat Tham Hip Bon :

2.6 kilometres to the west of Pratu Or and resting on a mound, significant
ancient monuments in this temple include a laterite vihira, a bell-shaped chedi and
two brick buildings for monks to practice insight meditation.

Wat Tham Hip Lang

On the mound adjacent to Wat Tham Hip Bon, ancient monuments in this
temple were mostly of stone and laterite. The main bell-shaped chedi a vihira and
an ascent from the foot of the mound to the temple were all constructed from
stone.

Wat Khao Phra Bat Yai

On Phra Bat hill Saritphong
close to Saritpong, only the
remains of a vihara made
of brick and stone have
survived. In 1359, a footprint
of Buddha was enshrined
in this temple. This foot print
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has been preserved at Wat Tra Phang Thong near the Ramkhamhaeng
National Museum.

Saritphong

To the west of Sukhothai is a row of hills known as the Prathak range,
stretching as faras the eyecan see and forming a beautiful background. This
range of hills is abundant in vegetation of all kinds, including herbs and also serves
as a receptacle for rainwater. This large ancient earthwork was constructed
between two hills, Khao Kieo Ai Ma and Khao Phra Bat Yai, in order to carry
water into canals for irrigation and the water supply in Sukhothai. This earthen
dike is believed to have been mentioned in Stone Inscription No. 1 as “Saritphong™.
According to this stone inscription, water from Saritphong was brought along
the southwestern Sao Ho canal into the town.

In cooperation with the Fine Arts Department, Saritphong has been
developed by the Royal Irrigation Department to retain up to 400,000 cubic metres

of water.
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Guide to Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks.

History of Si Satchanalai

The plains along the Yom river and Polished stone adzea
the slopes the hills, Khao Phra Si, Khao :
Yai, Khao Suwankhiri and Khao Phahnom
Phloeng, are strategic locations and quite
fertile. These characteristics might explain
why this area has been continuosly occupied
since early times.

Archaeological Evidence of Pre-Sukhothai Settlements
The existence of early settlements in the Yom river valley is suggested by
the discoveries of polished stone adzes at Ban Tha Chai and Si Satchanalai town in
Si Satchanalai District, Sukhothai Province. Polished stone adzes were also found
at Khao Khen and Khao Ga,
about 15 kilometres from Si
Satchanalai. Since stone adzes have
normally appeared in prehistoric
settlements in Thailand, this is
indirect indication of prehistoric,
probably Neolithic, settlements
in the Yom river valley.
Thai and Chinese historic
documents, dated to the 11"
century, mention an ancient city
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in the area belonging to Sukhothai. This
city is mentioned in the “Yonok
Chronicle™ of Northern Thailand as
“Chalieng”, and in the chronicle of the
Chinese Sung Dynasty it is khown as
“Choeng Lieng™.

Incisive clay



Si Satchanalai Historical Park

Archaeological excavations conducted during 1993-1994 at Wat Phra Si
Ratana Mahathat, Wat Chom Chuen and Wat Chao Chan in historic Si Satchanalai
town also turned up evidence indicating the existence of pre-Sukhothai activities
and buildings in the areas around these temples. Initial human occupation in these
excavated areas is now suggested to date to around the 3" century A.D. Archacological
evidence of the next habitation period here includes 15 burial sites dated to
the 5" -6" century. In the deposits overlying the burials are remains ol at least 2
large brick buildings which may date to the 10™11™ century. The next archaeological
deposits, immediately below the most upper strata of the Sukhothai period,
yield traces of brick buildings and ceramic roof tiles with designs of the Bayon art

style of the ancient Khmer. The art style of these objects is comparable to that of

parts of Wat Phra Si Ratana Mahathat Chalieng, which date to the 12" century
AD.

Si Satchanalai during Sukhothai Period

According to early stone inscriptions, local legends, and historic chronicles,
2 large cities existed in the Yom river valley before King Si Indrathit became the
ruler of Sukhothai. These cities were called Sukhothai and Chalieng. or Si
2 : Satchanalai. A Thai king named Pho Khun
Si Nao Nam Thom ruled Sukhothai-Si
Satchanalai. When he passed away, a Khmer
leader ruled Sukhothai and Si Satchanalai
until later, when Pho Khun Pha Muang,
a son of Pho Khun Si Nao Nam Thom,
cooperated with Pho Khun Bang Klang Hao
to defeat the Khmer and regain the two
cities. Pho Khun Bang Klang Hao was
enthroned as the new king of Sukhothai
named Pho Khun Si Inthrathit.
King Si Inthrathit semt his cldest son,
Pho Khun Ban Muang, to govern the town
of Si Satchanalai. When Pho Khun Ban
Muang became King of the Sukhothai
: Kingdom, he sent his younger brother, Pho
Satchanalai His % Khun Ramkhamhaeng. to rule Si Satchanalai.
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Gluide 1o Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks—

The status of Si Satchanalai then changed from an autonomous city into a principality
governed exclusively by the crown prince of the Sukhothai Kingdom.

Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng became the king of Sukhothai after his elder
brother passed away. During the reign of King Ramkhamhaeng. Sukhothai
experienced great economic, cultural, and social development. The ceramic
industry prospered. He also had Buddha relics unearthed in order to pay homage
before reburying then and building a chedi with a boundary wall over the relics in
the middle of Si Satchanalai town.

When King Lue Thai ruled Sukhothai, Phaya Li Thai was the crown
prince ruling Si Satchanalai. In 1347, Phaya Li Thai regained the throne of Sukhothai
after it had been occupied by a ruler who seized it from the King of the Phra
Ruang dynasty.

King Li Thai was a great ruler and scholar. Evidence indicates that he
wrote a book called “Trai Phum Phra Ruang”, the book of life and former lives
according to Buddhist concepts, while he ruled Si Satchanalai. After he ascended
the throne at Sukhothai, he was ordained as a monk. Because of his exemplary
activities and behavior, he was named Phra Maha Dharmaraja.

During the time of King Li Thai, who ruled Si Satchanalai before ascending
the throne at Sukhothai, many temples were built and restored at Si Satchanalai.

Later, when Sukhothai fell under the power of the Ayutthaya Kingdom, Si
Satchanalai still maintained its status as an important town, governed only by
a member of the former Sukhothai royal family. However, when King Trailokanat
governed Ayutthaya, the status of Si Satchanalai changed to that of a secondary
outpost.

Si Satchanalai (Sawankhalok) during Ayutthaya Period

The Sukhothai Kingdom fell under the rule of the Suwannaphum dynasty
of Ayutthaya after King Li Thai passed away, around 1370-1371. This is unclear
However, the state of occupation was likely to be the relationship between the
relatives, especially the dynasty that ruled the important towns such as Sukhothai
and Si Satchanalai. Towns of a lesser status which refused the rule of Ayutthaya.
such as Song Khawae (Phitsanulok) and Cha Kang Rao (Kamphaeng Phet), were
subdued.

There was no evidence of protest against the rule of Ayutthaya in Si



Si Satch lai Historical Park

Satchanalai called Sawankhalok by Ayutthaya. This might be because this tlown
was the first Sukhothai area town that accepted the rule of Ayutthaya. In the early
period of Ayutthaya’s control, Si Satchanalai possibly retained their own rulers.
During the reign of King Borom Trailokanat, Sukhothai had already been
annexed by Ayutthaya. In the same period, King Tilokarat of Lanna occupied
Phrae and Nan. Thus, the boundary of Lanna was adjacent to Si Satchanalai, the

northern outpost of Ayutthaya. King Tilokarat seized the towns that were formerly
controlled by Ayutthaya, including Si Satchanalai. King Borom Trailokanat
resided at Song Khwae and constructed a new town named Phitsanulok in an
area of the former town, Song Khwae. The prolonged battle between King Borom
Trailokanat and King Tilokarat began, and finally, King Borom Trailokanat was
able to recapture those towns.

Si Satchanalai, or Sawankhalok, was an important producer of glazed
ceramics, called Sangkhalok wares for Ayutthaya. The products were exported
to overseas countries such as the Philippines, Japan, Indonesia. etc. Later, after
Ayutthaya had improved the administration of the Kingdom, Sawankhalok became
a secondary outpost with a ruler appointed by Ayutthaya.
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Guide to Sulhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks

When Ayutthaya was defeated by the Burmese in 1767, the towns under
the rule of the Ayutthaya kingdom were abandoned. When the land became peaceful
again, Sawankhalok was re-established and moved to Tha Chai village, south of
the former location. The town was then moved to Wang Mai Khon village in the
early Rattanakosin period. Today, Sawankhalok district is located on the bank of
the Yom river, opposite Wang Mai Khon village. The name Si Satchanalai was
used for the district where Si Satchanalai ancient town is located.

Religious and Cultural Significance of Si Satchanalai

While known as Chalieng, this town one of the cultural centres in the
Yom river valley. When it came under the rule of Sukhothai, and was called Si
Satchanalai instead of Chalieng, it remained a town of high status. It was the
residence of the crown prince. Most of the kings of the Sukhothai kingdom had
been rules of Si Satchanalai before accending to the royal throne in Sukhothai
town.

Architectural and archaeological remains found in this historic town clearly
indicate that it was not only a politically important town, but also an important
religious of centre. The importance of the town was applarent long before the
town was included in the Sukhothai kingdom.

During the Sukhothai period the Lankavamsa sect of Hindyana Buddhism
was widely practiced. However, religious buildings belonging to Bhramanism and
Mahayana Buddhism have
also been found at Wat Chao
Chan and Wat Phra Si
Ratanamahathat Chalieng. This
supports the theory that Si
Satchanalai had diverse
religious practices since early
times.

A large number of
religious buildings and temples
in Si Satchanalai were constructed from laterite, which is found locally. These
religious structures were normally coated and decorated with stucco. The
decorative stucco sculptures of Si Satchanalai are considered highly artistic
achievements of the ancient Thai people.




Si Satchanalai Historical Park

Technological and Economic Development of Si Satchanalai

The ceramic industry of the town was well known since the time when it
was known as Chalieng. During the Sukhothai period, glazed ceramics production
at Si Satchanalai developed into the largest glazed ceramic industry in Southeast
Asia. The products were exported to neighbouring countries, as well as to
countries across the seas.

Iron working and bronze casting were other technologies practiced in
Si Satchanalai. Iron weapons, tools and implements, as well as bronze objects
found here, attest to these technological developments.

Si Satchanalai Historical Park

The area registered as Si Satchanalai Historical Park covers 3 subdistricts
: Tambom Sarajit. Tambon Nong Or, and Tambon Tha Chai, of Si Satchanalai
District, Sukhothai Province. The total area of the park is about 45.14 square
kilometres. There are 215 historic buildings in this historical park. However, the
historic town of Si Satchanalai is located in the village of Ban Phra Prang, Tambon
Si Satchanalai, about 550 kilometres to the north of Bangkok.

Historic Monuments inside the City Wall
Wat Chang Lom

This temple is located almost at the centre of the historic town, on the
plain to the east of Khao Phanom
Phloeng, an important low hill inside the
town.

The most important historic building
at this temple is the main chedi of Sri
Lankan style, bounded by a demarcation
wall. The base of the chedi is high and
square. The front of the base has 8
sculptures of elephants, and the other sides
feature 9 elephants. One sculpture is at
each corner of the base, with a total 39

elephants around the base.
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Gm'a’c to Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parkes

The elephant sculptures at Wat Chang Lom are quite different from those
found at other temples. They represent standing elephants and are taller than
life-size.

Some scholars believe that this was the temple mentioned in Stone
Inscription Number 1, made by King Ramkhamhaeng in 1286 as the place where
the king dug up the Buddha relics in order to pay a homage to them before

re-burying them and building a chedi over the remains.

Wat Chedi Chet Thaeo

This temple is located opposite Wat Chang Lom. The most important
constructions at this temple are the main chedi with a lotus-shaped top, a vihara,
and 33 subordinate chedis. All the constructions were bounded by demarcation
walls. The whole complex was originally surrounded by a ditch.

This temple is called Wat Chedi Chet Thaeo, meaning the temple with 7
rows of chedis, because there are many subordinate chedis here. The subordinale
chedis are quite famous, and reflect various art styles, including Sri Lankan,
Pagan and Srivijaya.

The late Prince Damrongrajanuphap suggested that this temple might be
where the cremated remains of the Sukhothai royal family were kept.




Si Satchanalai Historical Park

Wat Suan Kaeo Utthayan Yai

Important historic structures in this temple include the main Sri Lankan
style chedi made of laterite, and the foundation of a vihara with 10 laterite
roof-supporting posts. The buildings were bounded by demarcation walls made
from laterite blocks.

Wat Nang Phaya

The main chedi in the Sri
Lankan style is the focus of this
temple. It is supported by a high
base, once decorated with sculptures
of elephants similar to those a Wat
Chang Lom. Another important
historic structure here is a vihira
made of laterite blocks. The
exterior of the vihara was decorated
with highly elaborate stucco, in
the art style of the early Ayutthaya

period. Stucco reliefs at Wat Nang Phaya

Wat Suan Keao Utthayan Noi

This temple is located about 200 metres east of Wat Chang Lom. The
main chedi of this temple has a lotus-shaped top. There are 13 subordinate chedis
surrounding the main chedi. The temple was bounded by a demarcation wall, with
2 entrances at the front and back.

Lak Muang (Town Post)
This historic monument is situated about 150 metres left of Wat Suan
Kaeo Utthayan Yai. The main building here is a shrine made from laterite blocks.

WIUPEIYS 1§
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Wat Udom Pa Sak
This temple is almost opposite Lak Muang. The main feature of this temple
is a chedi with a lotus-shaped top. Subordinate chedis surround the main chedi.

Wat Khao Phanom Phloeng

This quite famous temple is on top of a hill in the middle of Si Satchanalai
town. The most important component of this temple is the main chedi of Sri
Lankan style made of laterite blocks. The steps leading from the foot of the hill to
the temple are also laterite blocks. 2 series of steps lead 1o the top of the hill.

Wat Khao Suwankhiri
This temple was also built on top of a hill. This hill, Khao Suwankhiri, is
Jjust west of Khao Phanom Phloeng. The main buildings of this temple are a chedi

.§  of Sri Lankan style and a vihira. Subordinate chedis and vihara are also found

3 here.

=

:% The Historic Building Number BN.11

) This is a large group of buildings about 30 metres from Wat Chang Lom.
Excavations revealed that the historic constructions here include at least the

112 foundation of a vihara and a main mandapa, suggesting that this would have been

another temple in this historic town. The buildings here were bounded by a
demarcation wall decorated with stucco. The stucco designs include parades of
people and horses.

The Royal Palace

This historic monument
is located east of Wal
Suan Kaeo Utthayan Noi,
close to the northeast
town wall. No traces of
buildings can be seen on
the  surface  here.

However, an excavation

s ,
Wat Khao Phanom Phloeng
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unearthed the foundations of a large brick building divided into 3 parts. The first
part was demarcated on 3 side, front, left and right by earthen ramparts. The back
side of this building was delimited by a ditch. The secound part was enclosed by
ditches on 3 sides. A large number of ceramic roofing-tile fragments were found
here. The third part was a rectangular reservoir. King Rama VI was the one who
identified and described this area as a royal palace.

Don Laem Gate and Fortress

This was the southeast entrance to the outer wall of historic Si Satchanalai
town. Construction of a modern road going through the centre of town damaged
the entrance so badly that its original characteristics not can be clearly seen. Near
this entrance was a pentagon fortress built from blocks of laterite. Parts of the
fortress were constructed on top of the earthen town wall, and a small part

extended a little beyond the interior limit of the wall.

Ramnarong Gate and Fortress
This large entrance is in the southeast inner wall of the town, and was
framed with large blocks of laterite. A laterite road connected this entrance with a

rectangular fortress. which was surrounded by ditches and a defensive reservoir.

Saphan Chan Gate and Fortress

This entrance was in the southwest inner wall of the town is located
close to the foot of Suwankhiri hill. Large blocks of laterite were used to frame
the entrance. A fortress guarded the front of this entrance.

Chanasongkhram Gate and Fortress

This entrance, Saphan Chan, was also in the southwest inner wall of the
town, but located on the opposite side of Suwankhiri hill. The entrance was framed
with blocks of laterite. An earthen road connected this entrance (o a pentagon
fortress built of laterite blocks.

wpurgws 15
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Chaiyaphruk Gate
This small entrance was constructed at the corner of the northwest inner
town wall. It was framed with blocks of laterite.

Tao Moh Gate
This large entrance between the northwest inner town wall and the eastern
town wall was framed by large blocks of laterite

Si Satchanalai City Walls

The Inner City Wall

These were built of rectangular blocks of laterite, and were bounded on
its outer edges by earthen ramparts and ditches.

The northeastern wall was parallel to the Yom river, and was about 2.20
metres wide and 800 metres long. The southeastern wall was about 2.20 metres
wide, 5.10 metres high and 780 metres long. A defensive ditch at the bottom of
this wall was about 1.50 metres wide. The northwestern wall was about 770
metres long. The southwestern wall was the longest, about 1.80 metres wide and
1,070 metres long.

The Middle City Wall

3 earthen ramparts surrounded the midpoint between the inner and outer
town walls.

The length of the southeastern, southwestern, and northwestern walls
were about 480, 130 and 500 metres, respectively.

The Outer City Wall
The most outer city wall was incomplete. Only remnants of it can be
seen today.
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Historic Monuments Qutside the City Wall
Historic Monuments to the East of the City
Wat Suan Sak
The important buildings in this temple include a main chedi, a rectangular
vihdra and the demarcations, all made of laterite blocks.

Wat Pa Kaeo or Wat Tri Phum Pa Kaeo
The important buildings in this temple include a main chedi of Sri Lankan
style and a rectangular vihara, both made from blocks of laterite.

Historic Monuments to the West of the City
Wat Sa Khai Nam

This temple is located about
200 metres from the Saphan Chan
Entrance. The important buildings
are a main chedi of Sri Lankan style
and a vihara with a mandapa.

Wat Rahu

This temple is located about
50 metres east of Wat Sa Khai
Nam. The main chedi is in the
lotus-bud shape.

Wat Rang TT.4 (Abandoned Temple No. TT.4)
This temple is located about 130 metres from Wat Rahu. The important
monuments are a main chedi of Sri Lankan style, a vihira and subordinate chedis.

Wat Rang TT.5 (Abandoned Temple No. TT.5)
This temple is located about 200 metres north of Wat Phya Dam. Foundations
of a main chedi with a lotus-shaped top and a vihara are important historic monuments.

wppungps 15
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~ Wat Phaya Dam

The important historic buildings in this temple include the main mandapa,
a vihara, a mandapa with a standing Buddha image, and 38 subordinate chedis.
A reservoir was in front of the vihara. The whole temple complex was bounded
by a demarcation wall of elongated laterite blocks.

Wat Sa Pathum

The significant historic monuments here comprise a mandapa built of
laterite blocks, a chedi with around lower base behind the mandapa, and a vihdra.
Two small Buddha images covered with gold foil were found in an excavation
here. The temple complex was surrounded by a ditch. A small road of laterite
blocks connected this temple with Wat Phaya Dam.

Wat Phrom Si Na

This temple is located on a low plain near an ancient irrigation dike, about
300 metres north of Wat Sa Pathum. Important historic monuments here include
a main mandapa with 4 niches for standing Buddha images and a vihara. One of
the niches on the mandapa had a wall painting of a man holding a sword.

Ancient Irrigation Dike

This historic earthwork is situated in front of Wat Phrom Si Na. It is an
earthen rampart about 1-2 metres high and about 9 metres wide. This dike was
built to prevent water from flowing into the Yom river, in order to flood the plains
around Wat Phrom Si Na, Wat Rahu, Wat Sa Khai Nam, Wat Sa Pathum, Wat
Phaya Dam and other abandoned temples to serve as reservoirs during the rainy
season.

Wat Yai Ta

The most important historic
monument in this temple, west of Wat
Sa Khai Nam, is a main mandapa. This is
the highest and largest mandapa in Si
Satchanalai town. A large ceramic tube
found here, which might have been used
either as a water pipe or as a window




balustrade, was inscribed with the words “Nong Phim™ in the Thai script the
Sukhothai period.

Wat Hua Khon

This temple is located about 400 metres from the town wall of Si
Satchanalai. The largest and the most important historic building here is a main
mandapa. Inside the mandapa is a huge standing Buddha image.

Wat Chedi Chet Yot

Because the main chedi
with mandapa style top of this temple
has many spires, the local villagers
call the temples Wat Chedi Chet Yod,
which means “the temple of the 7
spires chedi”. Itis one of 15 temples
of Si Satchanalai that were built on
hills. It is clear that the rocky slopes
were leveled before the main chedi
and its associated vihdara were
constructed directly on the rock.

The main chedi contains 4 small niches, one on each side. Wall paintings
and inscriptions in the Thai alphabet of the Sukhothai period were found in the

niches.

Wat Chedi Ain

This temple is located on the same hill as Wat
Chedi Chet Yod, on the opposite side. The important
historic buildings here include a main Sri Lankan style
chedi and a vihara, both of blocks of laterite.

Wat Khao Yai Lang

This temple was constructed on slope of a hill
called Khao Yai. west of Wat Chedi Ain.The most
significant historic building here is a Sri Lankan style

Wat Khao Yai Bang

main chedi. The bell-shaped middle part of this chedi is

Si Satchanalai Historical Park -
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relatively short when compared to other
Sri Lankan style chedis. This suggests
that it might be an early form of Sri
Lankan style chedi found in Si
Satchanalai town.

Wat Khao Yai Bon

This temple on the top of Khao
Yai has a large Sri Lankan style main
chedi covering a small chedi. A vihara and a mandapa are in front of the chedi. Al
the southern foot of the hill are 2 cisterns. Fragments of ceramic roofing tile were
found scattered around this southern foothill area, suggesting that meditation houses
might have been present in this area.

'§ Wat E Pur

< This temple was built at the foot of Khao Yai, with a main entrance facing
§ toward the east. The important historic buildings in this temple include a vihira,
... bposatha (ordination hall) and the a hexagonal foundation of a chedi.

1751

11s Historic Monuments to the North of the City

Wat Kudi Rai

This temple is located about 50 metres from the Tao Mo Entrance of the
historic town of Si Satchanalai. The
most significant historic buildings here
are a vihara and adjacent mandapa.
constructed mainly from blocks of
laterite.

Tao Thu Rieng Ban Pa Yang

These groups of ancient
glazed ceramic kilns are on the west
bank of the Yom river about 500 metres
from the historic Si Satchanalai town. At least 21 kilns are known to have existed
here. The kilns can be divided into 2 main groups.




Si Satchanalai Historical Park

a) Tao Yak Group

This group is comprised of 15 kilns,
which produced mainly pottery and ceramic
sculptures. The latter were mostly in the
forms of demons, divinities and makara
figures, and were normally used as
architectural elements. Because the word
“Yak™ in Thai language means demon, and
since this group of kilns produced a large
number of Yak figurines, the group of kilns has been called Tao Yak. or “the kilns
for producing demon figures”.

b) Tao Tukkata Group

In Thai the word Tukkata means dolls, or
small figurines. Apparently, this group of kilns
produced a large number of small human and animal
figurines, and of have been called Tao Tukkata.

The Tao Tukkata Group of kilns, located
about 600 metres north of the Tao Yak Group, were
comprised of at least 6 cross-draft kilns with curved
ceilings. The floors of the firing chambers were slightly
sloped, about 10-30 degrees.

Tao Thu Rieng Ban Ko Noi Tu Rieng kilns
This group of glazed ceramic kilns were

located along the bank of the Yom river, about 4 kilometres from the Ban Pa Yang
groups. About 200 kilns were found in an area measuring about 1.5 square
- kilometres. 2 groups of kilns have been

excavated and developed into site museums.

The groups can be categorized as follows:
a) Kiln Group No. 61
This group comprises 4 underground
kilns, dug into the river banks. The main
products of these kilns were large jars for
storing water and dry materials.

Tu Rieng kilns
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b) Kiln Group No. 42
19 kilns have been found so far in this group. These kilns can be divided
into 2 major types: updraft and cross-draft.

Archaeological studies at Ban Ko Noi have yielded much knowledge on
the development of ancient ceramic technology at Si Satchanali.

The earliest type of kiln, appearing at Ban Ko Noi around the 11* - 12"
century, was the underground bank-kilns. This early type of kiln looked like
a round hole dug into the river bank. There were no fired walls to separate the
firing chambers from the fuel chambers. Both glazed and unglazed ceramic jars
and bowls were produced in these underground kilns.
The glazed ceramics produced during this early

period were exclusively olive green.
The second type of kiln at Ban Ko Noi was the
above-ground type. much larger in size, and
constructed directly on top of earlier kilns. Olive
green glazed pottery was the main product of these
kilns.

The above-ground kilns were constructed of bricks. Glazed pottery
produced in these later kilns, dated around the 14" - 15" century, were of various
types and shapes. During this time, the glazed pottery of Si Satchanalai, known as
Sangkhalok, was exported as far as Japan, Indonesia and i the Philippines.

Historic Monuments to the South
of the City
Wat Phra Si Ratanamahathat

This large historic temple complex is located
southeast of Si Satchanalai town. Decorative stucco of
the Bayon art style of the ancient Khmer was found at
the main entrance of the temple. Archaeological
evidence, including foundations of earlier brick
structures found beneath 2 buildings Wiharn
(vihara) Luang and Wiharn Phra Song Phi
Nong as well as fragments of roof tiles with
Bayon style designs, indicate that Wat Phra

Wat Phra Si Ratanamahathat

Si Ratanamahathat was founded before the e
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Sukhothai period. Some scholars suggest that it was first constructed
during the time of Pho Khun Si Nao Nam Thom, or around 1237.
Important buildings of this temple that can still be seen are as
follows:

a) The main shrine

This was built from blocks of laterite covered with lime
plaster and red paint. Architectural characteristics
of the shrine indicate that it could be dated to
the Early Ayutthaya period. However,
archacological evidence suggests that the
shrine might have been built over an

: earlier structure, probably an important
" The walking pre-Sukhothai period stupa or chedi.
Buddhaimage b) Vihara of Luang Pho To
This building is in front of the
main shrine. A huge Buddha image in the Maravijaya gesture
was inside this building. i
¢) Phra That Mutao
This is possibly the remains of a Mon-style chedi
built from blocks of laterite. Tt was certainly built in a different time period than
the shrine.
d) Mandapa of Phra Attharot
This building is situated just behind Phra That Mutao.
Some scholars suggest that the original mandapa might
have had Buddha images on each exterior wall and a roof
with ceramic tiles.
¢) Wiharn Phra Song Phi Nong
To the left of the mandapa is this building built from
blocks of laterite directly on the ruins of a brick building.
f) Uposatha
The existing Uposatha, in front of the vihara, is a new
i building constructed directly over the historic one.
Snoaftile. ¢) Kuti Phra Ruang Phra Lue
; This is also called San Phra Ruang Phra Lue by the local
villagers. It was reconstructed in the same year as the Uposatha.

WS 19
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Wat Chom Chuen

This temple is located on the bank of the Yom
river and is about 400 metres east of Wat Phra Si
Ratanamahathat.

The important Sukhothai period buildings that
can be seen in this temple include a main chedi of
Sri Lankan style, a vihara, and a mandapa, all of
laterite. Inside the main chedi are the remnants of
asquare building. This led Professor Jean Boisselier
to suggest that the main chedi had been transformed
from an earlier Khmer shrine.

Archaeological excavations have also yielded
much evidence that Wat Chom Chuen was initially
constructed in a pre-Sukhothai period. 15 human
skeletons excavated at a depth of about 7-8 metres

§ suggest that the area around this temple was first occupied during the 3% -4®
S century AD. Human habitation of this area continued up to at least the 6" -7
§ century. Around the 11" century, 2 groups of large brick buildings appeared in this
“ area. Finally, a Sukhothai period temple was built there.
3]

Wat Chao Chan
122 This temple is behind Wat Chom Chuen and consists of another group of

historic buildings in existence since pre-Sukhothai times. The most important
historic structure here is a main shrine in the ancient Khmer architectural style,
built from laterite blocks.

Archaeological excavations unearthed
deposits containing brick fragments and characteristic
artefacts of the Dvaravati period, around the 6"-10™
century AD. This evidence suggests that brick
buildings might have been present in this area before
the laterite shrine made its appearence and replaced
them.

Wat Noi Cham Pi
This temple is located not far from Wat

Chao Chan. The main historic buildings here include Archaeglogical site at
Wat Chom Chuen

a Sri Lankan style chedi made of laterite and a vihira.
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The most interesting feature of this temple is the floor of the vihara, which was
covered with glazed ceramic tiles from the Ko Noi kilns. This
was the only vihara in Si Satchanalai with a floor of glazed

ceramic tiles.

Wat Noi
This temple southeast of Si Satchanalai town
has a small chedi with a lotus-shaped top on Feb 2,
1907, during his journey to visit the historic monuments
of Si Satchanalai, King Rama VI stopped night
over near Wat Noi. This is another reason that this
temple is considered important.

Wat Khok Singkharam
Located about 1 kilometre southeast of Si
Satchanalai town, the major historic structures in
this temple include a main Sri Lankan style chedi, a
rectangular vihara, an uposatha, and 4 subordinate
chedis, a built from blocks of laterite.

“Phongsawadarn Nua”, or the historic chronicle of Northern Thailand,
mentioned Wat Khok Singkharam as the temple located at the centre of town
where Bhramans, high- positioned Buddhist cardinals, high-positioned monks, 500
enlightened monks and other monks were invited to meet.

The Town Wall of Chalieng
Remains can be seen of
ancient town walls built from
blocks of laterite on earthen
ramparts (o enclose cerlain areas
southeast of Si Satchanalai town.
The northern side of the areas,
however, has the Yom river as a
natural boundary. The dating of
the wall is still uncertain. Some
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scholars have suggested that the walls belonged to the pre-Si Satchanalai town,
called Chalieng in certain historic chronicles. It has been, therefore, called the
town wall of Chalieng. It is quite possible that the walls were initially built as
carthen ramparts, and the laterite blocks were added on top of the ramparts in a
later period.

Historic Monuments on Top of Hills
Wat Khao Kaeo

This temple was built on a hill in the same mountain range as Khao
Suwankhiri and Khao Phanom Phloeng., and is located west of Si Satchanalai
town.

The important historic constructions of this temple include a mandapa
built from laterite blocks and plastered with lime and a vihdra. The roofs of these
buildings were once covered with green glazed ceramic tiles, as suggested by the
presence of tile fragments all over the temple. Fragments of the green glazed
ceramic tiles were also found in the plain around the northern foot of this hill. This
suggests the presence of meditation houses of this temple in the foothills.

Wat Khao Rang Raeng

This temple was built on top of Khao Rang Raeng, and was bounded by
demarcation walls of laterite blocks. Important features of this temple are a main
chedi, a rectangular vihara, and an uposatha, all of laterite blocks. It should be
noted that the name Wat Khao Rang Raeng also appeared in the Pongsawadarn
Nua, or the Northern Historic Chronicle.

Wat Khao Phra Si

This temple was built on top of Khao Phra Si, located south of Sri
Satchanalai town. Important historic constructions of this temple comprise a main
chedi and a vihira. Fragments of green glazed ceramic tiles were found scattered
on the grounds of the temple. Remains of monks residences and a general activity
hall were found at the foot of the hill. The roofs of these buildings were possibly
covered with green glazed ceramic tiles, as suggested by the presence of tile
fragments here.



Si Satchanalai Histovical Park

Wat Khao Phra Bat

The hill called Khao Phra Bat, with this temple on top, is located near the
Yom river. The major historic structures of this temple are the main Sri Lankan
style chedi, a vihara, and a mandapa, all built from laterite blocks.

The text in Stone Inscription Number 3, also called the Inscription of
Nakhorn Chum, made in 1357, mentions that a sculpture of the Buddha’s footprint
made by King Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai of Sukhothai was placed at Si
Satchanalai. The Thai word “Phra Bat” means the Buddha's footprint. Thus, certain
scholars believe that this temple once housed the Buddha's footprint, now kept at
Wat Choeng Khiri.

Wat Khao Indra

Khao Indra is a low hill on the east bank of the Yom river, northeast of Si
Satchanalai town. This temple was built on top of the hill.

The important historic constructions in this temple are: a main chedi,
a vihdra, the outer walls of which were beautifully decorated with designs in
stucco similar to those of Wat Nang Phaya, and the foundations of an uposatha.
Blocks of laterite were used to construct buildings. The name Wat Khao Indra
was also mentioned in the Pongsawadarn Nua, or the Northern Historic Chronicle.
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3 Kamphaeng Phet

Guide to Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks

Kamphaeng Phet Province
Location and Boundaries

Kamphaeng Phet Province is in the lower part of the northern region
about 358 kilometres from Bangkok on Highway No. 1, or Phahon Yothin Road.
Its total area is about 8,607.5 square kilometres, or 5,379,681 rais. It is bounded:

On the north by Muang District of Tak Province and Khirimat District of
Sukhothai Province.

On the south by Banphot Phisai District, Lat Yao District and Mae Wong
Sub-district of Nakhon Sawan Province.

On the east by Bang Rakham District of Phitsanulok Province and Sam
Ngam District, Pho Tha-Le District of Phichit Province.

On the west by Phop Phra District and Um Phang District of Tak
Province. E

Geographical Features
The land of Kamphaeng Phet Province extends over the upper Chao Phrya

basin where alluvial deposits brought by the Ping River form a delta sloping

towards the Yom and Nan Rivers. Swamps and marshes from the

eastern area of Kamphaeng Phet Province, or the eastern bank of

the Ping River from Lan Krabu District to Khanuworalakburi

District. On the western bank of the Ping River is a narrow plain
stretching along the Ping River, and streams which flow from
a mountain in the west into the Ping River, including Khlong

Suan Mak, Khlong Khlung, etc. Next to the area along the river

and streams are undulating fields, hills and mountain ranges from
the north to the south of Kamphaeng Phet Province.

Climate

The Climate of Kamphaeng Phet is rather hot. lts
annual temperature is about 28-30 degrees Celsius and April
is the hottest month. The rainy season occurs from May to
September, with an annual rainfall of about 1,238.14
millimetres. September is the rainiest month and January is
the driest. Winter is between October and mid-February.



Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park

Transportation

In Kamphaeng Phet Province, the most convenient means of transportation
are roads. There are neither railways nor an airport in this province. The northern
railways go through nearby provinces, Phichit and Phitsanulok, and anyone who
prefers to travel by plane has to fly into Phitsanulok Province. Boats used in the
olden days for travel or transport are no longer functional, because the Ping River
has become shallow since the construction of Bhumibol Dam. Asphalt roads
connect the inner town ol Kamphaeng Phet with its outer districts (Amphoe) as

follows:
Phran Kratai District a distance travelled 25 kilometres
Khlong Khlung District a distance travelled 42 kilometres
Sai Ngam District a distance travelled 46 kilometres
Lan Krabu District a distance travelled 47 kilometres
Khlong Lan District a distance travelled 49 kilometres
Sai Thong Wattana District a distance travelled 51 kilometres
Khanuworalakburi District a distance travelled 70 kilometres
Pang Sila Thong District a distance travelled 78 kilometres
Bung Samakkhi Sub-district a distance travelled 85 kilometres

Economy

Agriculture

The soil in Kamphaeng Phet Province is favourable for agriculture. About
80% of the population earns a living by cultivating the land. Major crops include
rice, sugar cane, soybeans, cassava, corn, bananas, mung beans and cotton.

Domestic Animals
Domestic fowl such as chickens and ducks are raised on farms, and pigs
and cattle are reared for commercial production.
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Gm'de to Sukhothai, Si Sutchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks

’ Fishing
Fishing in Kamphaeng Phet takes place in streams and fish farms. Streams
and brooks flow into the Ping River. Well-known fish species include carp of the
genus Puntius, catfish, snakehead, etc.

Mines and Quarries

Valuable minerals abound in Kamphaeng Phet Province. Income from
mines and quarries is second in the annual total value of goods produced in
Kamphaeng Phet. Major mineral resources are crude oil in Amphoe Lan Krabu
and marble in Amphoe Phran Kratai.

Anthropological Aspects

People in Kamphaeng Phet originally lived together in a social system
based on agriculture. They spoke the Thai language of the Central Plains. Their
villages lay far apart. People made direct contact with one another, a person-to-
person contact with a close feeling of kinship. They believed in seniority and
Buddhism, both of which influenced their social behaviour. People of other
regions later settled in Kamphaeng Phet. Newcomers from the northeast and Lanna
or Lao Song had their own beliefs and customs.

There were also scattered hilltribes in the valleys and hills of Amphoe
Khlong Lan, Amphoe Khlong Khlung and Amphoe Khanuworalakburi.

3
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so Custom and Tradition

§ Endowed with a long history and cultural heritage, the people of
-gu Kamphaeng Phet Province still follow customs and celebrate religious and
é traditional festivals as follows:

i Makha Bucha Day falls on the full moon day of the third lunar month.

Ceremonies are held to worship a replica of the Buddha’s footprint in Wat Sadet in
Amphoe Muang and to worship the Buddha’s relics at Wat Phra Baroma That in
Tambon Nakhon Chum.



Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park

The Lunar New Year falls on the last day of the
fourth lunar month. On the 14th day of the waning
moon people build sand pagodas in each temple
and priests chant prayers. The next morning the
people give food to the monks and at night they
celebrate with folk games such as Phuang Malai.
Khao Chao Sen, Khao E Chu, Mae Si and Mon Son
Pha.

Songkran Festival falls on the 13", 14", and 15"
of April, People make merit and celebrate this

festival with joy. Rituals and activities include
building a sand pagodas, giving food to the priests
in the morning, bathing Buddha images, pouring lustral water onto the hands of
the elderly, and walking in procession with pieces of cloth to decorate the stupa
enshrining the Buddha’s relics in Wat Phra Baromathat.

Wisakha Bucha Day falls on the full moon day of the sixth lunar month.
A sand pagoda is built at Wat Sadet in Tambon Nai Muang. In some temples
pagodas are made of paddy. A sermon is given at each temple, all day and all night,
on the of Prathom Somphothikatha in 20 episodes.

Buddhist Lent begins on the full moon day of the 8" lunar month. People
go to the temple to make merit and present to the monks skirtlike lower garments
known as sabong and loincloths for bathing in the rain.

Bun Maha Chat Festival falls on the 14™ day of the 10™ waxing moon.
A sermon is given in each temple on Khatha Phan, and the next day, the full moon
day, a sermon on the story of Phra Wetsandon, consisting of 13 episodes, is given.

Bun Bat Khao Tom Festival falls on the full moon day of the 11" lunar
month. A sermon on Khatha Phan is given in Wat Sadet. The next morning people
will give steamed glutinous rice wrapped in leaves to the monks and a sermon is
given on the story of the last great incarnation of the Buddha (Maha Chat).
consisting of 13 episodes.

A Ceremony of Presenting Robes to Monks and the Loi Krathong Festival
fall on the full moon day of the 12" lunar month. People give robes, money and
other offerings to monks in round bamboo baskets or other receptacles deemed
fit by placing the containers next to a row of bushes. At the auspicious moment,
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Guide to Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks

S after lighting candles and joss sticks to worship Lord Buddha, they draw pieces of
' paper with the name of a monk on each piece and present robes, money and other
offerings to each monk. People then float receptacles made of banana leaves
down the Ping river to show reverence to the goddess of rivers and celebration of
the Loi Krathong festival.

The Banana Festival is held during the merit-making festival at the en(l of
the 10" lunar month or the 15" day of the 10" waning moon. This festival can be
traced back to the time of Lord Buddha. A merit-making ceremony was
performed to bless the paddy with developed ears. People in Kamphaeng Phet
Province prepare sticky paste specially cooked for this festival with rice, bean,
sesame and sugar, to be eaten with the famous bananas of Kamphaeng Phet
Province.

Folk games and performances include folk games like Luk Chuang, Nang
Dong, Mae Si, Khlong Chang and Mon Son Pha, and folk performances such as
Li Ke, folk dances known as Lam Wong, and a kind of impromptu folk song by
groups of men and women performing one after the other. These public entertainments
are usually performed in the evenings during the Thai Lunar New Year.

Tourist Attractions in Kamphaeng Phet include both historical and natural
places of interest, as follows:

Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park in Muang Kamphaeng Phet District.

Kamphaeng Phet National Museum in Muang Kamphaeng Phet District.

The Town of Traitrung in Muang Kamphaeng Phet District.

Wat Phra Baromathat Chediyaram in Tambon Nakhon Chum, Muang

Kamphaeng Phet District.

The Town of Bang Phan, Nang Thong Hill in Phran Kratai District.

Khlong Wang Chao National Park in Khlong Lan District.

Khlong Lan National Park in Muang Kamphaeng Phet District.

Mae Wong National Park in Pang Sila Thong District.

Khao Son Khao Sanam Phriang Reserve for the Preservation of Wildlife

Kamphaeng Phet

2
=3

in Muang Kamphaeng Phet District.

Phra Ruang Hot Springs (Bung Sap) in Phran Kratai District.
Mineral Oil Well in Lan Krabu District.

Marble Quarry in Phran Kratai District.
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History of Kamphaeng Phet
Earliest Settlements

A plain aleng both sides of the Ping River in Kamphaeng Phet stretches
across the Yom and Nan river valleys in Pichit and Phitsanulok Provinces and
further to the Pa Sak basin in the south of Phetchabun Province. Bounded on the
north and the west by mountains, this large area is regarded as the uppermost part
of the Ping river valley. This province in ancient times was a suitable location,
with easy access to other settlements in the plains, for a centre for buying and
selling goods with the mountainous areas in the north and the west.

Archacological evidence indicates that Khamphaeng Phet was occupied
since prehistoric times. At Khao Kalon in Khanuworalakburi District, polished
stene tools, pottery vessels and human remains have been found. Another site,
Ban Khlong Muang in Kosamphi Subdistrict, yields metal slag, spindle whorls and
polished stone axes with shoulders.

The excavation in Traitrung, on the west bank ol the Ping River, revealed
Draravati artefacts, including glass beads, fragments of clay lamps and unglazed
ceramics. The clay lamps are similar to those found in Central Thailand. These
cultural materials impl},r the presence of prehistoric and early historic communities

along the route between the central plains and the upper north in Lamphun or

Hariphunchai.
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Guide to Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks

The Sukhothai Period

According to Sukhothai Stone Inscription No. 1 (Pho Khun Ramkhamhaeng
Stone Inscription) and Stone Inscription No. 2 (Wat Si Chum Stone Inscription),
important towns in the early period of Sukhothai Kingdom were Sukhothai and
Si Satchanalai in the Yom river valley and Sraluang Song Khawae in the Nan river
valley. Nakhon Chum and Kamphaeng Phet in the Ping river valley were not mentioned.
However, there are traces of moats and earthen ramparts at Traitrung, Khonthi
and Thep Nakhon, supposedly belonging to the early Sukhothai period, on both
sides of the River Ping.

An administrative centre on both sides of the River Ping was established
during the reign of Phra Maha Dharmarija Li Thai of the Sukhothai period. Nakhon
Chum, on the west bank of the River Ping at the mouth of Suan Mak canal, was

presumably a town of significance. According to Stone .. —

-

Inscription No. 3 (Nakhon Chum Stone Inscription),
Phra Maha Dharmarija Li Thai founded a stupa, Phra Si
Rattana Maha That, and planted a bodhi tree known

as Si Maha Pho from Sri Lanka in the heart of
Nakhon Chum in 1357. A Buddha’s footprint was
established by the King on Nang Thong hill in Bang
Phan, or present-day Phran Kratai District.
Considering evidence from stone inscriptions and
ancient monuments, the role of Nakhon Chum as an
administrative centre in the Ping River valley only lasted
for a short peried. After the reign of Phra Maha
Dharmaraja Li Thai, a political and admistrative centre
with flourishing Buddhism and art was founded on the east bank of the Ping
River in Kamphaeng Phet.

After the death of Phra Maha Dharmarija Li Thai (1370 - 1371). there
was a lack of unity in the Sukhothai Kingdom. Some towns became allied with the
Ayutthaya Kingdom. while some remained of Sukhothai. As mentioned in the
Ayutthaya Chronicle, found by Luang Prasoet. Somdet Phra Borommarachathirat
I (Khun Luang Phangua) sent his troops to besiege towns in the Sukhothai
Kingdom.



Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park

After the reign of Phra Maha Dharmardja Li Thai, corresponding to the
time when Somdet Phra Borommarachathirat I (Khun Luang Phangua) ruled over
Ayutthaya, Kamphaeng Phet became a political centre of the Ping River valley.

It is believed that the establishment of Kamphaeng Phet was planned by Ayuthaya

in order 1o minimize the importance of Nakhon Chum, a close ally of Sukhothai.
Itis presumed that a governor of Kamphaeng Phet was related to the royal families
of both Sukhothai and Ayutthaya. According to Lanna legends, Chinnakan Malipakon
and Tamnan Phra Buddha Sihing, a Kamphaeng Phet governor named Tipanya
Ammat, or Phraya Yannadit, brought a Buddha image named Phra Phutta Sihing
from Ayutthaya to be enshrined in Kamphaeng Phet, through his close ties with
the royal family of Ayutthaya the governor’s mother was a corsort of Somdet
Phra Borommarachathirat.
The name Kamphaeng Phet first appeared in Stone Inscription No. 38,
which says that Chakkraphatdirat ascended the throne in Kamphaeng Phet in 1397.
Stone Inscription No. 46 says a monarch known
as Phra Maha Dharmaraja and his mother, Somdet
Phra Ratchachonnani Si Thammarachamada.
invited a senior monk from Kamphaeng Phet
(Phacharaburi Si Kamphaeng Phet) to supervise
the construction of Wat Si Phichit Kirati
Kanlayaram in Sukhothai in 1404. The first part
of this stone inscription refers to the great power
of Phra Maha Dharmara”ja. However, the invitation
of the senior monk from Kamphaeng Phet points
to the acknowledgement of Kamphaeng Phet as a

religious and cultural centre.

According 1o a stone inscription found at the
old stupa in front of Wat Phra Yun in the Aranyik area north of Kamphaeng Phet,
a governor named Phraya Soi ruled over Kamphaeng Phet in 1420. Phraya Soi
was probaloly the governor know as Phya Saen Soi Dao in the Ayutthaya Chronicle,
published by Vajirayan Library.

126 Fuavgduryy

179



Kamphaeng Phet

—
{oe]
(=]

Guide to Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kampbaeng Phet Historical Parks

"The Ayutthaya Period

When Sukhothai became part of the Ayutthaya Kingdom around the middle
of the 15™ century, Kamphaeng Phet was a province in the northern region,
entrusted with the task of defending against Burmese attacks. In the reign of
Somdet Phra Borommatrai Lokanat, Kamphaeng Phet was classified as a first
grade outer province, along with Phitsanulok, Si Satchanalai and Sukhothai.

During the war between Ayutthaya and Chiang Mai in the reign of Somdet

‘a Borommatrai Lokanat, Kamphaeng Phet played a prominent role on the northern
frontiers along the Ping River. The Ayutthaya Chronicle, found by Luang Prasoet,
says that in 1461, Chiang Mai troops led by Phraya Chaliang failed to conquer
Phitsanulok and Kamphaeng Phet. According to the chronicle, Chiang Mai, after
plundering Kamphaeng Phet for seven days, was unable to capture the town and
finally retreated.

Throughout the Ayutthaya period Kamphaeng Phet took an active role in

protecting the kingdom against enemies, especially Burmese
¥ intruders. In time of war, Kamphaeng Phet was of vital strategic
importance, both offensively and defensively. The town was the
place where troops from the capital were stationed before
. making attacks upon the enemy in Burma and Chiang Mai.
The Burmese, also realizing the strategic significance of
Kamphaeng Phet, seized the town and used it as a base
for military force and food supply. Stationed in Kamphaeng
Phet, Burmese soldiers were ordered to grow rice in the
fields in 1585.

An inscription on the pedestal of a bronze statue of Siva
in Kamphaeng Phet National Museum indicates that Phraya
Si Thammasokarat had the statue cast in Kamphaeng Phet in 1510, during the
reign of Somdet Phra Ramathibodi I1 of Ayutthaya. According to the inscription,
temples inside and outside the town wall of Kamphaeng Phet were restored, roads
were repaired, and irrigation canals for distribution of water from Kamphaeng
Phet to Bang Phan in Phran Katai District were improved to make merit dedicated
to Somdet Phra Ramathibodi I1 and Phra Athitayawong too confusing.
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As already mentioned, Kamphaeng Phet was not only of strategic
importance in defending the Ayutthaya Kingdom against enemies, but also rich in
art and culture. However, after the sack of Ayutthaya by the Burmese in 1767,
Kamphaeng Phet was deserted. When the war was over, people resettled outside
the town wall of Kamphaeng Phet. The old town was uninhabited with only traces
of its glory days.

Ancient Nakhon Chum

Physical Features

Nakhon Chum was located at the mouth of Suan Mak canal on the west
bank of the Ping River, opposite Kamphaeng Phet. The town was rectangular in
shape, 400 m. x 2,900 m., and enclosed by three earthen ramparts just like those
at Sukhothai. At present, the town walls and ancient monuments have almost
disappeared because of construction and agriculture.

The Burmese style chedi of Wat Phra Borommathat remain, in the heart
of town. Based on a theory by Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, this chedi was likely
the one built by Phra Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai in 1357 A.D., as mentioned in
Stone Inscription No. 3 (Nakhon Chum Stone Inscription). It is believed that the
original one was built in a lotus-bud shape, and was renovated with the permission
of King Chulalongkorn in the Burmese style by a Burmese merchant known as
Phraya Taka.

A group of important temples such as Wat Chedi Klang Thung, Wat Nong
Langka, Wat Nong Phikun, Wat Sum Ko, and Wat Mong Ka Le, are located to the
south, outside the town walls, in the Aranyik area of Nakhon Chum. The remains
of these temples are still in existence. Another ancient fortress of vast size was
built in the Ayutthaya period, in the European style of art.

Architecture

Most of the significant ancient monuments in Nakhon Chum in the Aranyik
area were made of brick. Compared with the ancient monuments of Kamphaeng
Phet, those of Nakhon Chum were not of vast size, like those were constructed in
the Sukhothai style of architecture before the 14" century or in the reign of Phra
Maha Dharmaraja Li Thai.
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The temples in the Aranyik area were rectangular, faced north, and had
a chedi or mandapa as the principal building. A vihara with only one wall at the
back was built in front of the main chedi, and the small ordination hall lay outside
the axis of the principal chedi. Owing to the low elevation of this group of temples,
a ditch was dug on four sides of the temple earth from the excavation was to used
raise the level of the temple, and the ditch itself was used for storing water for the
dry season. A ditch around a temple as a mark of demarcation was also seen in
the Sukhothai period.

The main chedi was either in a lotus-bud shape, the typical style of the
Sukhothai chedi and found in Sukhothai and associated towns, or in a circular bell
shape, as discovered in Wat Sum Ko, Wat Nong Lanka, Wat Mong Kale and Wat
Nong Yai Chuai.

A mandapa serving as the main chedi was found only in Wat Nong Phikun.
This mandapa was a square building with a front entrance. Enshrining a very
large sitting Buddha image, the mandapa is similar to one found at Wat Si Chum in
Sukhothai.

Ancient Monuments in Nakhon Chum
Wat Phra Baroma That

In the heart of
Nakhon Chum, this temple
was built in the Sukhothai 3 Wat Phra Baroma That
period. According to Stone :
Inscription No.3 (Nakhon
Chum Stone Inscription),
Phra Maha Dharmaraja Li
Thai built a great stipa named
Phra Si Rattana Maha That
and planted the Si Maha Pho
(bodhi) tree in Nakhon Chum
in 1357. The great stupa mentioned in the stone inscription is believed to be the
chedi of Wat Phra Baroma That.
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This stupa was originally made of brick in the lotus-bud shape of the
Sukhothai style. In the reign of King Chulalongkorn of the Rattanakosin period, it
was renovated and enlarged in Burmese style by a Burmese merchant known as
Phraya Taka.

Wat Chedi Klang Thung

Located to the south of Nakhon Chum, this temple, with no trace of
a wall, was surrounded by a ditch as a boundary. This type of planning was used
extensively for temples in the Sukhothai period.

Facing east, important ancient monuments include a vihdra, of which
only base remains, and the main chedi in lotus-bud shape. behind the vihara. The
main stupa consists of a rectangular base of threc superimposed tiers, a base of
receding tiers in the form of overturned and upturned lotuses, superimposed
mouldings with 20 redented corners and the body of a lotus-bud chedi on a base

with 20 redented corners.

Wat Sum Ko

South of Nakhon Chum in the Aranyik area, this temple, again with no
traces of a wall, was enclosed with a ditch. Remains of significant buildings
induae the bell-shaped body of the main chedi on an octagonal base and the base
of a small vihara in front of the principle chedi.

Wat Nong Phikun

Facing east, this temple with a rectangular plan was built outside the
town wall in the Aranyik area and enclosed on four sides with a ditch as a line of
demarcation. The most significant building is a square mandapa, the main stipa of
the temple, situated behind a vihara. Standing on a base 1.50 metres high, the
mandapa, with walls on three sides a front entrance. enshrined a huge Buddha
image. The mandapa was made ol bricks with mortar.

This mandapa is similar those at Wat Si Chum, Wat Tuk and Wat Traphang
Thonglang in Sukhothai.
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Wat Nong Lanka

Facing east, this large temple was built outside the town wall in the Aranyik
area and enclosed with a ditch. Temple building were arranged in a rectangular
plan. The main bell-shaped chedi, in the Sukhothai style, was made of brick with
niches on four sides. The principal chedi is composed of a base of three receding
tiers in the form of overturned and upturned lotuses, a slender bell-sahaped chedi,
a square form representing a throne, layers of receding circular mouldings, and

a tapering finial.

Thung Setthi Fortress

Outside the town wall to the south of Nakhon Chum, this square fortress
was made of laterite, with sides of 84 metres, and gates on each side. The northern
side was completely destroyed. The fortress was fortified by battlements and
enclosed by parapets with openings for defenders. Watchtowers projected from
the four comers. and small openings in the lower part of the walls allowed entry.



Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park
Considering the similarity between these small entrances and window openings
from the Ayutthaya period (starting from the reign of King Narai the Great), it is
possible that Thung Setthi fortress was built around the middle Ayutthaya period,
under the influence of European architecture.

Ancient Kamphaeng Phet
Physical Features

On the east bank of the Ping River opposite Nakhon Chum in today’s
Kamphaeng Phet Province, this ancient town was laid out in a trapezoidal plan,
parallel to the river and enclosed by a town wall 2,200 metres long on the north,
2,000 metres on the south 500 metres on the east, and 250 metres on the west.
About 475 metres of the southern wall was partially demolished.

The town wall of Kamphaeng Phet was originally composed of earthern
ramparts and a moat. A laterite wall was later built and fortified with batlements
and parapets with gates and watchtowers on all four sides. There are still traces
of earthen ramparts forming the middle and outer walls on the north. The inner
wall, of laterite, probably belongs to the Ayutthaya period. According to the
Ayutthaya Chronicle, by Van Vliet, Somdet Phra Borommatrai Lokanat
(1448- 1488 AD) constructed fortifications to defend important towns, including
Kamphang Phet.

10 gates allowed into Kamphang Phet. Only nine of the original watchtowers
remain.

A 30 metre-wide moat lay beyond the laterite wall. Evidence suggests
that water from the River Ping flowed into the moat through a canal at the southwestern
corner of town. Overflow from the moat was drained off through a ditch
at the northeastern corner into a natural stream of water. The canal to the moat is
no longer in existence, but there are traces of the drainage system at the
northeastern corner.
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In the heart of this ancient town are two important ancient monuments,
Wat Phra Kaeo and Wat Phra That. Wat Phra Kaeo, the biggest temple in town,
had no monastic precincts: buildings within the temple were constructed at different

periods of time. North of Wat Phra Kaco is an ancient palace known as Sa Mon.
Another significant ancient monument is Siva Shrine, the only Hindu sanctuary in
Kamphaeng Phet. Within the town are the remains of about 10 small temples,
including ditches and ponds.

About 500 metres north of the town wall is the Aranyik area, comprising
40 temples clustered on a laterite mound. This eroup of ancient monuments is
regarded as the focal point of Kamphaeng Phet. All of the ancient monuments
were of laterite of and are large. The use of huge blocks of laterite for pillars and
bases of buildings indicates the high level of sophistication of construction in the
past. Temples in this group include Wat Phra Non, Wat Nak Chet Sien, Wat Phra
Si Iriyabot, Wat Khong Chai, Wat Singha, Wat Kamphaeng Ngam, Wat Tao Mo,
Wat Chang Rop and Wat Avisa Yai. To the east and northeast of the town wall are
scattered ancient monuments. The land has been used for agriculture and housing,
and a large number of ancient monuments were destroyed. Remains of important
temples include these at Wat Kalothai, Wat Tabaek Lai, Wat Pho Sam Kha.
Wat Chang, and Wat Dong Wai.

Differences between ancient monuments in Kamphaeng Phet and those
in Nakhon Chum lie in the building materials and the size of the buildings. Kamphaeng
Phet temples were made of huge laterite blocks while the ancient monuments in
Nakhon Chum were of brick and much smaller. Quarries in the Aranyik area
yielded laterite for construction.

Laterite is soft underground, but becomes hard when exposed to air. It is

Kamphaeng Phet

red or dark brown and exists underground in large sheets. Large pieces can be
extracted and cut into shapes before hardening. Laterite, composed of iron oxide,

2

aluminum oxide and silicon oxide, can be found in humid tropical and subtropical
regions. When soil covering the laterite is washed away by natural processes, the
laterite emerging from underground will soon decompose and become laterite

soil.
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Architecture

Most of the ancient monuments in Kamphaeng Phet are temples dedicated

to Theravada Buddhism, which was adopted from Sri Lanka, and date back
to the 13™ century, or the reign of Phra Maha Dharmaraja Lithai. Like the ancient
monuments of Nakhon Chum, these Buddhist sanctuaries were built in the
Sukhothai style, with influences from Ayutthaya and Lanna. This was a natural
result of Kamphaeng Pl

’s location, connecting Sukhothai and Lanna in the north
with Ayutthaya in the south. The perfect combination of these art styles characterizes
the typical style of Kamphaeng Phet, known as the Kamphaeng Phet school
of craftsmen.

There are two groups of
ancient monuments in Kamphaeng
Phet, one within the town wall
:(i;im;'i\';ls'i') and the other in the
forest {a\rzln_\-'u\-';'isid

Temples in the town were
for religious functions only and had
no living quarters for monks. The

Roof Tiles

layout of these temples was not in 8
line with the east-west axis, but in accordance with the town plan. Significant
buildings in each temple include viharas in front of the principal, mostly
bell-shaped, chedis.

Forest temple layouts conformed to an east-west axis. Facing east, each
temple had a rectangular plan and was enclosed with a wall consisting of rectangular,
stacked blocks of laterite with hexagonal blocks on top. In front of each
temple were a shelter, a well, and a toilet. The temple itself was divided into two
areas: one for performing religious functions (the Buddhavasa area) and the other

as a residential zone for monks (the Sang sa area). Consisting of a large vihara,
the principal chedi behind the vihara, and the small ordination hall normally built
outside the axis of the principal chedi, the Buddhavisa area was enclosed with a
boundary wall, which in some temples was built from the base of the vihara to
enclose the principal chedi. The boundary wall and the temple wall were similar,
but the former was smaller than the lauter. Within the monastic precincts, or the
Sanghavasa, were multi-purpose buildings without walls (Sala), houses for monks,

and washing room or toilets.
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The ordination hall and the vihara were used for performing religious
function.

The large vihira stood prominently in front of the principal chedi. A tiered
base, in the form of overturned and upturned lotuses, with indented corners and
front and back covered entrances, characterizes the Kamphaneng Phet style vihara.
The base was usually very high sometimes the lowest rectangular base seemed
like a wall, for example, the vihara of Wat Khong Chai. Some vihara bases were
very large and designed for ritual clockwise walks (for instance those at Wat Phra
Si Iriyabot, Wat Singha and Wat Avasa Yai). The fronts of those large bases were
decorated with stucco carred in the form of door guardians and lions. The lions at
Wat Singha in particular show the influence of Khmer art of the Bayon style
during the Ayutthaya period.

Most vihira were rectangular and measured 5-9 bays. Columns supported
the eaves. Two types of vihara are seen, those without windows but with openings
in the walls to let in light and air (for example, at Wat Phra Non), and those
without walls but with sloping eaves to keep off the rain. The latter is commonly
found in Kamphaeng Phet.

Pillars of the vihara were mostly made of laterite, rectangular or octagonal in
shape and covered with stucco. The upper part of the building was made of
wood, and the roof was covered with tiles. At present, only the pillars of each
vihara remain.

The small ordination hall was designed for activities of monks only. Outside
the main axis of the temple, it was enclosed with sima stones carved out of slate.
Examples of this type of ordination hall were found at Wat Phra Si Iriyabot, Wat
Chang Rop and Wat Kamphaeng Ngam. The vast ordination hall at Wat Phra Non,
is assumed to have been built in the Ayutthaya period.

Two L-shaped galleries were found, one at Wat Phra Kaeo and the other
at Wat Phra That. Enclosing a bell-shaped chedi of vast size, each of these
covered corridors was partly open on one side, with a raised platform along a wall
to enshrine Buddha images.

A chedi as the main building of a temple can be divided into two types as
follows:
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The Lotus Bud Chedi

This type of chedi was found only at Wat Kolothai east of town. The
shape of this chedi is the same as the one found at Wat Chedi Klang Thung in
Nakhon Chum. The chedi consists of a rectangular base of 4 receding tiers, a
tiered base in the form of overturned and upturned lotuses, superimposed mouldings
with 20-indented corners, and a lotus bud-shaped top supported by a structure
with 20-indented corners.

The Circular or Bell-Shaped Chedi

This Sukhothai style of art was very common and found in chedis of
different kinds, e.g. principal, corner, directional and subordinate. The circular, or
bell-shaped. chedi in Kamphaeng Phet consists of a rectangular base, an octagonal
base, and an octagoral tiered base in the form of overturned and upturned lotuses
a 3-tiered base in the form of a lotus supporting a bell-shaped chedi with decorative
stucco depicting of overturned and upturned lotus petals around the lower part of
the bell (considered characteristic of Sukhothai art); a rectangular base of receding
tiers in the form of overturned and upturned lotuses, with layers of receding
circular mouldings and a tapering finial.

The circular, or bell-shaped, chedi of Kamphaeng Phet was developed
with unique characteristics, including a slender form, a small high bell-shaped
body, a narrow lower part of the bell, and multi-tiered bases. Examples of this
type of chedi can be found at Wat Phra That, Wat Dong Wai, Wat Phra Non, Wat
Khong Chai. etc.

The use of elephant sculptures around the base of bell-shaped chedis is
a popular style of the Sukhothai period. In Kamphaeng Phet these special chedis
can be found at Wat Chang Rop, Wat Phra Kaeo and Wat Chang.

A mandapa serving as the principal chedi was found at Wat Phra Si Iriyabot.
This square mandapa has four porches, facing north, south, east and west. A square
solid structure in the middle supported a roof. Niches in each wall enshrined
Buddha images. The name Si Iriyabot derives from the four Buddha images in
different postures on the four mandapa walls. This type of mandapa is similar to
the one at Wat Chetuphon in Sukhothai.
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Sculpture

Sculpture found in the ancient monuments was mostly associated

with religion. Belonging to the Sukhothai style of art, the
sculpture of Kamphaeng Phet created and developed by local

artists has characteristics ol its own known as the

Kamphaeng Phet school of craftsmen. Both carved and

cast Buddha images of Kamphaeng Phet differ from those
of Sukhothai in their broad foreheads and square chins.
Buddha images in the U-Thong or early Ayutthaya style

were found in large numbers in Kamphaeng Phet.

Significant Ancient Monuments of
Kamphaeng Phet
Wat Phra Kaco

In the heart of town, this large temple was laid out in a rectangular plan.
Important buildings were built along an east-west axis parallel to the southern
town wall. Considering the different forms and sizes of parts of the laterite bourdary
wall, the buildings within the temple were presumably constructed and renovated
at different times.

At the front of the temple is a vast highly elevated laterite base, on which
the laterite core of the principle Buddha image, surrounded by sima stones,
remains. Behind the ordination hall base is a large square base of 3 receding tiers,
presumed to be the base of a chedi. A stipa base with beautiful indented corner is
believed to be a busabok (puspaka or throne) on which the Emerald Buddha image
was once placed. However, considering the architectural form. especially the
ornamental mouldings, this stupa base looks similar to the lower base of a type of
stupa known as a prang of the Ayutthaya period.

West of the ordination hall base is a large circular or bell-shaped chedi
believed to be the principal chedi of this temple. The 32 singha sculptures placed
in niches around the base of the main chedi was styled after the bell-shaped chedi
surrounded with elephant figures of the Sukhothai period. Above the singha sculptures
are 16 niches enshrining Buddha images, almost all of which are in ruins.
The bell-shaped body of the chedi rests on 3 receding tiers in the form of lotuses.
Above the stiipa body decorated with lotus mouldings is a base of receding

Kamphaeng Phet
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tiers in the form of lotuses with niches on four sides. On top of the stipa are
layers of receding circular mouldings and a tapering finial.

Behind the principal chedi is a square base, presumably that of a mandapa.
On the base is a laterite core of a sitting Buddha image in the attitude of subduing
Mara. Next to the mandapa base is the elevated base of a vihara. Inside the vihara
are three large Buddha images . two in the attitude of subduing Mara and the other
in the posture of reclining. Their square faces, joined eyebrows and almond eyes
are different from those of Buddha images in the Sukhothai style found in Kamphaeng

Phet, suggesting that these three Buddha images belong to the U-Thong style of

the early Ayutthaya period. Decorative stucco found around the base of this vihara
depicts scenes from the Ramayana. Broken pieces of these reliefs are on display
at the Kamphaeng Phet National Museum.

Al the back of the temple is a bell-shaped chedi on a rectangular base
enclosed by a gallery. Thirty-two elephant sculptures were originally around the
base. Chedis were also at the four corners of the base. Chedis surrounded with
elephant figures are very typical, and a configuration ol five chedis with elephant

figures around the base is quite a striking difference.
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To the east of this chedi, traces of a large standing Buddha image
enshrined in a niche were found. However, only the feet of the Buddha image
remain. In the Sukhothai period this standing Buddha statue was called “Phra
Attharot™.

A group of ancient monuments at the back of the temple belongs to the
Sukhothai period. This group includes the five chedis with elephant figures carved
around the bases, the standing Buddha image named Phra Attharot, a vihara in
front of Phra Attharot, and part of the temple wall made of huge pieces of laterite.
Other ancient monuments towards the front, or east, might have been built in the
Ayuthaya period under the influence of Sukhothai art.

According to legend of the Phra Buddha Sihing image, a book entitled
“Chinnakan Malipakon™, and the legend of the Emerald Buddha image these two
images were brought to Kamphaeng Phet to be enshrined in Wat Phra Kaeo.
When King Rama VI of the Rattanakosin period visited ancient Kamphaeng Phet.
he called a large group of ancient monuments in the heart of the town “Wat Phra
Kaeo”, and it has been known by this name since then.

Wat Phra That

East of Wat Phra Kaeo, this large
temple was laid out in a rectangular plan.
A temple wall of laterite and brick had
only one entrance on the eastern side.
Temple buildings were constructed along
an east-west axis. At the front of the temple
is a base of a vihara made of laterite. Behind
the vihara base is the principal circular,
or bell-shaped, chedi made of brick in the
Sukhothai style. This chedi enclosed with
on L-shaped gallery is in fairly good
condition. The L-shaped gallery was
attached to the back of the vihara. Two
subordinate bell-shaped chedis made of brick
are in front of the vihara base.
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The layout of the buildings in Wat Phra That is a combination of the
Sukhothai and Ayutthaya styles. The construction of a vihara in front of the
principal chedi belongs to the Sukhothai style, while the main chedi enclosed with
an L-shaped gallery joined to the back of a vihara resembles temples from the
Ayutthaya period, e.g. Wat Phutthai Sawan, Wat Maha That, and Wat Ratchaburana.
However, a Khmer style stipa known as a prang was the principal building of
temples in Ayutthaya, while Wat Phra That of Kamphaeng Phet had a main building
in a bell shape.

The principal circular, or bell-shaped, chedi of Wat Phra That was made
of brick except for the unadorned base of laterite. The chedi body rests on an
octagonal base of receding tiers and three receding tiers in the form of overturned
lotuses. Traces of plaster decoration in the form of lotus petals around the lower
part of the rather small bell-shaped body can be seen. Above the stupa body 1s a
base of receding tiers with 12 indented corners. The uppermost part of the chedi
comprises layers of receding circular mouldings and a tapering finial.

The octagonal base of several receding tiers makes this bell-shaped chedi
very tall. The form of the principal chedi of Wat Phra That is regarded as
characteristic of the architectural style of
Kamphaeng Phet.

Ancient Palace or Sa Mon

Anarea believed to be a precinct
of an ancient palace of Kamphaeng Phet
is known as Sa Mon. North of Wat Phra
Kaeo and adjacent to the northern town
wall near Saphan Khom gate, the ancient
palace with a rectangular plan was divided
into two parts. The inner part was
enclosed by a moat parallel to an earthen
rampart around the outer part. In the heart
of the areca was a four-sided pond known
as Sa Mon.
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s e An archaeological excavation undertaken by the Fine Arts Department
arectangular laterite base of a building. Fragments of roof tiles were also found in
large numbers. The building was probably made of wood. Other archacological
linds include fragments of Sangkhalok ware, China ware, and a bronze chain for
fastening a gate.

The whole area was probaldy enclosed with an earthen rampart for
residential purposes. Since it was at the heart of the town, adjacent to Wat Phra
Kaco, the largest temple, this area was probably the palace the ruler, as suggested
by King Rama VI of the Rattanakosin period.

Siva Shrine

This is the only Hindu sanctuary in
Kamphaeng Phet, and only the rectangular laterite base
remains. The wooden pillars and roof were completely
destroyed.

The shrine housed a bronze statue of Siva.
According 1o an inscription on the pedestal, Chao
Phraya Si Thammasokarat had this statue cast in
1510, during the reign of Somdet Phra Ramathibodi 11
of Ayutthaya. The inscription also mentions the
restoration of temples both inside and outside the town

-u
"‘% wall and the excavation of canals, dedicated to Somdet
8  Phra Ramathibodi IT and Phra Athitayawong before
g he was invested as Phra Maha Uparat (viceroy).
g -
h‘é Wat Dong Wai

Outside the northern town wall about 200
194 meires from Saphan Khom gate, this temple consists

of a principal chedi and a vihira. Highway No. 101

runs past the back of the temple.
The principal chedi was made of brick in @ 4 | onze statue of Siva

circular or bell shape. A niche for enshrining a Buddha

image was on the front, or eastern side, of the chedi. Two striking features of

this chedi are the octagonal base of many tiers, which made the chedi look tall and
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slender, and three receding tiers in the form of  overturned lotuses supporting a
very small bell-shaped body. According to some historians, the octagonal base is
likely in the Lanna style.

In front of the main chedi, a vihara of laterite and brick sits on a rectangular
base. A Buddha image inside the vihara is in ruins-only the lap and parts of the
body remain. The core of this image was made from small picces of laterite.
Around the base of the Buddha image were stuccoed reliefs of overturned and
upturned lotus petals, with exquisite lines and curves of pollen stalks. Similar to
those carved on the base of bronze Buddha images in the early Chiang Saen style,
these stuccoed reliefs point to an influence of Lanna art in combination with that
of Sukhothai.

Wat Sa Kaeo

Outside the northern town wall on the way to the Aranyik area of

Kamphaeng Phet can be found an ordination hall. Only the large square base has
survived. This ordination hall was close to an ancient canal, Khlong Tho Thong
Daeng, from which the water flowed into a boundary moat around the ordination
hall.

The base of the ordination hall was of laterite and brick, with four
receding tiers and a front stairway. On the fourth tier were found two sema stone
pedestals, at the front only. These sima stone pedestals were probably added later.
Traces of pillars supporting a roof extending along the sides of the ordination hall
were found.

Since there is no evidence of other buildings in this temple, it is possible
that this ordination hall was used by other temples in the neighbourhood that had
no ordination hall.

Ancient Canal (Khlong Tho Thong Daeng)

North of Kamphaeng Phet, a canal called Khlong Tho Thong Daeng
receives water from the Ping River in the south of Ban Nong Pling. The water is
then carried to the northern area outside Kamphaeng Phet. According 1o an old
map from the reign of King Rama V1 of the Rattanakosin period, the name of the
canal may have have derived from the name of the village, “Tha Thong Daeng”,
located at the mouth of this canal.
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= : An ancient canal from Kamphaeng Phet to Muang Bang Phan was dug in
the Sukhothai period and restored in the Ayutthaya period. During these two periods
people called the canal “Tho Pu Phraya Ruang”. The Royal Irrigation Department
dredged this canal between 1981 and 1985. Under the Khlong Tho Thong Daeng
project initiated by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej to carry water from the
Ping River a 33,500-raiarea in Muang Kamphaeng Phet and Phran Kratai Districts,
which have greatly benefited from the project.

Wat Phra Non

This large temple, in the Aranyik area outside the northern town wall
derives its name, “Phra Non”, or reclining Buddha, from the principal Buddha
image enshrined in the
vihira.

In front of the
temple is a group of
ancient monuments
consisting of a building
without walls, a wash 1
room and a well in a bed

of laterite.

_Ei The temple was

‘i"ﬂ arranged in a rectangular ek bhat

§ plan. Important buildings

2, Wwithin the temple were

S constructed along on east-west axis, and were made of laterite. A temple wall on
Q two sides, east and south, was made of vertical blocks of laterite topped by horizontal
196 blocks. The type of wall was found in many temples within the town wall

and in the Aranyik area.

The temple was divided into 2 zones : the Buddhivisa precinct, enclosed
with a boundary wall, and the monastic area outside the boundary wall. A walkway
from the front, or eastern, gate leading to the Buddhavasa area was paved with
laterite. Both sides of the walkway were lined with laterite pillars, with lanterns
placed on top.
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At the front of the temple, the ordination hall had a rectangular base of
receding tiers in the form of lotuses, with indented corners forming front and
back porches. The base of the principal Buddha image still remains, but the image
is in decay. Pillars supporting the roof and the verandahs along the ordination hall
were made of octagonal blocks of laterite. Eight sima stones on pedestals around
the ordination hall were carved out of slate with beautiful floral designs and edged
with intriguing Kanok motifs. Some of the sima stones depict a scene from the
Ramayana. These sima stones are on display in Kamphaeng Phet National
Museum.

This ordination hall was probably built in the Ayutthaya period, because
during Sukhothai period ordination hall were neither large nor served as the main building
of a temple. In addition decoration, of sima stones belongs to the Ayutthaya style.

Behind the ordination hall a vihara enshrines a reclining Buddha image.
The base of the vihara depicts
overturned lotuses superimposed on an
unadorned, square base. This type of
base is unique. Inside the vihara, only
the base of the reclining Buddha
image remains the image itself has
disintegrated. Pillars supporting the
vihara roof were of laterite, and are single
blocks of vast size about 1
metre wide and 4-5 metres high.
These pillars are a striking feature of
Kamphaeng Phet architecture the use
of large building materials. The structure
of the roof was probably made
of wood, because there are square
holes in the uppermost part of the
roof for timber joints. The vihara wall

was made of laterite, with openings
for light in the form of a row of balusters. This vihara was topped with a single
3-level roof, with sides extended along both sides.
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The principal chedi is behind the vihara. This circular, or bell-shaped,
chedi rests on superimposed bases with different shapes. The lowermost square
base has a front niche for enshrining a Buddha image. The multi-receding octagonal
tiered base, regarded as typical of Kamphaeng Phet, supports a three-tiered
structure in the form of overturned lotuses, Above the large bell-shaped body in
the Sukhothai style is a square base shaped like a lotus. The top part, cone-shaped
is in ruins. King Chulalongkorn, during his visit to the temple, praised this chedi
for its beautiful shape.

Behind the principal chedi is the base of a building and a square mandapa

similar to the principal mandapa of Wat Nong Phikun in Nakhon Chum.
P F I 4

/at Phra Si Iriyabot

In the Aranyik arca of
Kamphaeng Phet to the north of Wat
Phra Non, this temple, facing east,
sas laid out in a rectangular plan.
Significant buildings in the temple lie
a long an east-west axis. Like Wat
Phra Non, there is a well, a washroom

and a shelter in front of the temple.
A vihara stands at the front on

a two-level base. The lower level is a
tiered base in the form of
overturned and upturned lotuses of
greal height and width, inatended for
ritual walking in a clockwise direction.
Rows of balusters made of laterite
Wat Phra Si Iriyabot imitating wooden ones lie on both
sides. The front of this large base was
decorated with eight stuccoed lions
and gate guardians on pedestals. The upper level was rectangular, with front and
back porches. Inside the vihara is a structure above floor-level for monks to sit on,

a pedestal of the principal Buddha image, and laterite pillars supporting the roof.
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Behind the vihira is a mandapa of large size within a boundary wall. This
mandapa, the principal chedi of the temple, has porches on four sides. The square
structure in the middle was used to support the roof. Niches on four sides of the
mandapa wall enshrined stuccoed Buddha images in four different postures, walking
image in the east, a reclining image in the north, a sitting image in the south, and a
standing image in the west. The standing Buddha image is in the best condition.
The wall set back in order to place the Buddha statues in deep recesses.

This type of mandapa came from Sukhothai, as can be seen in Wat
Chetuphon, outside the southern town wall.

Within the boundary wall are many chedi bases. Each square subordinate
chedi near the corners of the wall (Prasat style) was topped with a bell-shaped
structure in the Sukhothai style. Niches for Buddha images were on four sides of
the square body of the chedi. Adjacent to the south temple wall is a small
ordination hall enclosed with sima stones.

Al the back is a monastic precinct where bases of a hall, houses for

monks, toilets and wells were found.

Wat Khong Chai

Situated east of Wat Phra Si Iriyabot, Wat Khong Chai was constructed
along an east-west axis. Temple walls were built on two sides west and south.
Outside the temple wall, towards the west, a large laterite quarry was found.

Al the front of the temple is a vihara. Its lower square, base was so high
that each side looks like a wall. The upper base was built in the form of lotuses
decorated with ringlike mouldings. Front and back porches flanked by stairways
on both sides of each covered entrance were also constructed on this upper base.
Buildings in this style are common in Kamphaeng Phet. Inside this nine-roomed
vihara. remains a structure above floor-level for monks to sit on and a pedestal of
the principal Buddha image in sitting posture.

Behind the vihara are square and octagonal bases of vihara and the

remains of the principal bell-shaped chedi.
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Wat Singha
Located north of Wat Phra Si Iriyabot, Wat Singha was laid out in a
retangular plan and enclosed with a laterite wall.

Al the front of the temple is a base of a large building. The base in the
form of lotuses decorated with ringlike a large mouldings was designed for ritual
walking in a clockwise direction. Low laterite walls were built along two sides of
the base. The front was decorated
with stuccoed statues with
laterite cores of lions and gate
guardians. Eight pedestals for
sima stones around the base
suggest that the building was a large
ordination hall. However, since
a structure above floor-level for
monks to sit on was found along
the southern wall of the building,
this building was first used
in the Sukhothai period as a vihara, and then later, in the Ayutthaya period, as an
ordination hall. The sima stones were carved from slate with floral designs and
Kanok motifs decorative patterns of the Ayutthaya period.

Next to the base of the vihara which was later modified as an ordination
hall, are remains of the principal chedi enclosed with in a boundary wall. Only an
unadorned square base and another square one in the form of lotuses are still in
existence. The lower part of this main chedi had niches on four sides. This chedi
was made of brick instead of the usual laterite. Evidence from a photograph taken
during the reign of King Rama V of the Rattanakosin period, and from fragments
of mouldings around the base of the body, suggest that the principal chedi of Wat
Singha was bell-shaped, on a square receding-tiered base, similar to the principal
stapa of Wat Kamphaeng Ngam in the Aranyik area of Kamphaeng Phet.

Outside the boundary wall enclosing the Buddhavisa precinet, building
bases of different sizes were found. These were probably the bases of Sala and
houses for monks.
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Wat Kamphaeng Ngam

Northeast of Wat Singha and facing eastwards, Wat Kamphaeng Ngam
was built along on east-west axis. Enclosed by
a laterite wall, all of the buildings were also of
laterite.

The principal chedi and vihara were
enclosed within a low boundary wall, and the
ordination hall was outside the boundary wall
towards the east. The base of the vihara was
constructed in the form of lotuses decorated
with ringlike mouldings, with front and back
porches. The principal Buddha image inside the
vihira was completely destroyed. Behind the
vihara base are remains of the principal chedi,
built of laterite in a circular or bell shape, on
a square base. Only the three-tiered structure
in the form of overturned lotuses is still in
existence. The principal chedis of Wat Singha
and Wat Kamphaeng Ngam were similar, but did not niches on the lower base.

Wat Chang Rop

In the highest part of the mound in the Aranyik area of Kamphaeng Phet,
this ancient monument faces east. There are traces of a laterite wall in the east and
south. The large principal chedi in a bell shape was modified from the chedis
surrounded with elephant sculptures in the Sukhothai style. In front of the main
chedi is a laterite base of a vihara, and a rectangular pond dug into a bed of laterite
used as a quarry next to the vihara.

The lower base of the principal chedi was square and large with steep
stairways on the four sides leading to the upper base, which was used for ritual
walking in a clockwise direction. The stairways were decorated with lion and gate
guardian sculptures, now in ruins. At the four entrances to the upper base were
archways topped with the spire of a bell-shaped chedi. This is regarded as a
unique feature not found in any other ancient monuments, either in Sukhothai or
Kamphaeng Phet.

The lower square base featured 68 elephant sculptures, heads and front
feet projecting from each side of the base. Each stucco elephant figure had a
laterite core and ornamental designs around the neck and legs.
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The spaces between the elephant sculptures were ﬁ“
decorated with floral designs in high relief. Regrettably, 3

these stucco reliefs were very much damaged.

The upper base was enclosed with a low brick
wall with archways on the four sides and small chedis
at the corners. Remains of the four corner chedis retain
their bases and uppermost parts, which indicate their shape
in the form of carambola.

Remains of the principal chedi on the upper base
include octagonal and circular tiers and a little bit of the
upper sections. The spire or uppermost part has
disappeared. The circular tier above the octagonal one was
decorated with stucco reliefs, divided into 44 compartments, depicting the story of
Buddha. The reliefs are now in ruins. There are beautiful terracotta swans
beneath the reliefs.

In front of the principal chedi, a rectangular vihira base with front and
back porches was found. Also discovered were a

pedestal for the principal Buddha image of this
vihara and traces of a raised structure for monks to
siton. The principal Buddha statue has disintegrated.
Quadrilateral roof pillars were made of laterite.
North of the vihara is the base of a small building.
Because of the sima stones around the base,
the building is assumed to be the ordination
" hall of this temple.

Bell-shaped chedis with elephant figures around
the base were popular during the Sukhothai period, both in Sukhothai and its
associated towns such as Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet. This type of chedi
was probably influenced by the architectural style of Sri Lanka, diffused through
Nakhon Si Thammarat from which Sukhothai adopted Theravada Buddhism as
well as the bell-shaped chedi with elephant sculptures around the base, such as
that at Wat Phra Baroma That.
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Wat Avasa Yai
This large temple in the Aranyik area of Kamphaeng Phet
was two kilometres from Saphan Khom gate. Today highway
No. 101 (Kamphaeng Phet-Sukhothai) runs in front of this
temple. Most of the buildings were made of laterite, with
some bricks. In front of the temple is a rectangular pond in
a bed of laterite, known as Sam Saen pond. There are no
traces of a temple wall. A laterite wall enclosing the
Buddhavasa precinct was found.

At the front of the temple are two platforms
with indented corners. On each platform, eight bases
of subordinate chedis were found. These
subordinate chedis were built in the same style (bell-shaped)
but on the bases of different shapes. Next to the
two platforms remains of a vihara stand in the middle of the Buddhavisa precinct
on a large base used for ritual walking. The rectangular base was made of laterite,
with stairways on three sides.
Similar to the base for ritual
walking on the vihara in Wat
Phra Si Iriyabot, rows of laterite
balusters stood on two sides of

the vihara, and porches were
built at the front and back.
Evidence indicates that the walls
of this nine-roomed vihara
were high with openings in the
form of a row of balusters to
let air in.

The large principal chedi was adjacent to the vihara base. Remains of this
main chedi indude superimposed octagonal bases the lower one was unadorned,
and the upper one was in the form of lotuses with indented corners (five edges for
cach corner). Next to these octagonal bases is a square base in the form of lotuses
with indented corners (five edges for each corner). This square base was so high
that it looked like a wall, and was decorated with a ringlike moulding of double
tiers. The uppermost part of this chedi has erumbled and fallen into ruins, making
it impossible to determine the shape.
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The base of the principal chedi in Wat Avasa Yai is similar to that of the
main chedi of Wat Chedi Sung, outside the eastern town wall of Sukhothai. The
main chedi of the latter temple was
built in a circular, or bell shape, with
an elevated base of great height. It
is therefore possible that the principal
chedi of Wat Avasa Yai was of the
same style.

To the west, north and south
of the Buddhavisa precinct, are
building bases in various sizes,
presumed to be a building group
comprising 31 monk houses, sala, 2 wells and 2 toilets.

This beautifully-planned temple is thought to be a monastery for senior
monks of the Aranyawasi sect, because of the large number of buildings, both
large and small, in the monastic precinct. In 1907 King RamalV of the Rattanakosin
period visited this temple and commented on the god and demon figures exquisitely
carved on the gate. Regrettably, these beautiful sculptures were completely destroyed.

Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park

Ancient monuments in Kamphaeng Phet and Nakhon Chum were first
officially protected in 1935 and 1937 through regestration as national ancient
monuments according to the Royal Gazette, Vol 52, Part 75, March 8, 2478 BE
and Vol 54, January 3, 2480 BE.

In 1968 they were registered again, with clearly defined boundaries, in
the Royal Gazette, Vol 85, Part 51, May 7, 2511 BE, and divided into 4 groups as
follows :

Group 1 within the town wall, comprising 14 ancient monuments and
covering an area of 503 rais.

Group 2 in the Aranyik area outside the northern town wall, consisting of
40 ancient monuments and covering an area of 1,611 rais.

Group 3 outside the eastern town wall, composed of 15 ancient monuments,
covering an area of 16 rais 3 ngans.

Group 4 in the Thung Setthi area on the west bank of the Ping River
(Nakhon Chum), comprising 12 ancient monuments, covering an arca of 30 rais
5 ngans.
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In 1965 a committee for the restoration of ancient monuments in Sukhothai
and Kamphaeng Phet, chaired by Field Marshal Thanom Kiuikhachon, the Prime
Minister then, was entrusted by the Royal Thai Government with the implementation
of rehabilitation, excavation and restoration of ancient monuments in Sukhothai,
Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet. In Kamphaeng Phet, the excavation and
restoration of ancient monuments both insrle and outside the town wall, were
undertaken from 1965 to 1969, and covered 18 sites, Siva Shrine, Wat Phra That,
Wat Phra Kaco, Ancient Palace (Sa Mon), Phet Fortress, Chao Chan Fortress,
Chao In Fortress, Mum Muang Fortress, Wat Chang Fortress, Thung Sitthi Fortress,
Wat Phra Non, Wat Phra Si Iriyabot, Wat Chang Rop, Wat Avésa Yai, Wat Kalothai,
Wat Sum Ko, Wat Chang and Wat Avisa Noi.

The restoration of
ancient monuments in
Kamphaeng Phet continued per
a budget allotted each year by
the government until 1982,
when a project to resture and
develop the Kamphaeng Phet
ancient monuments  was
incorporated in the fifth National
Economic and Social Development
Plan (1982-1986) as the
Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park Project. The Fine Arts Department continued the
Project until the sixth National Economic and Social Development Plan (1987-
1991), which concentrated on the development of ancient monuments and

infrastructure in ancient monument areas, both within the town wall and in the
Aranyik zone.

Important objectives of the Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park Project
include safeguarding the cultural heritage of the nation, developing of ancient
monuments and their surroundings into historical parks for education and tourism,
and increasing local income and public awareness of the cultural value of the Thai
nation.

1204 Buavqduvyy

[
=
N



Kamphaeng Phet

&

Gnidr to Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Parks

s

Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park was officially opened by H.R.H.
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on April 18, 1991. The Historical Park is on the
cast bank of the Ping River, covering an area of 3.4 square kilometres and divided
into 2 zones as follows :

A zone within the town wall covering an area of 503 rais, including Wat
Phra Kaeo, Wat Phra That, the Ancient Palace (Sa Mon), Siva Shrine, the town
wall, moat and fortifications.

A zone outside the town wall, known as the Aranyik area, covering an
arca of 1,611 rais on a mound or small hill. The group of ancient monuments in
this area consists of 40 temples, both large and small. Significant temples include
Wat Phra Non, Wat Phra Si Iriyabot, ~ Wat Singha, Wat Khong Chai, Wat Nak
Chet Sien, Wat Kamphaeng Ngam, Wat Chang Rop and Wat Avasa Yai.

The group of ancient monuments in the Aranyik area is a unique feature
of Kamphaeng Phet. Densely located on a single piece of land on a mound, these
ancient monuments were artistically constructed and are examples of as indigenous
architecture which reflect excellent craftsmanship and the beliefs of the inhabitants
of Kamphaeng Phet of that period. Amidst the well-preserved forest, this group of
ancient monuments retains the atmosphere of forest temples in the olden days.

At the 1991 session in Carthage, Tunisia,
Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai, and Kamphaeng Phet
Historical Parks were recorded on the
World Heritage List by the World Heritage
Committee of the Convention Concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, because of the abundant evidence of
the sublimity and magnificence of architecture
in the Sukhothai Kingdom.
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